
The Governors’ Commission on the Humane Treatment of Animals 
  

Meeting Minutes 
26 September 2013 

  
The meeting was called to order at 2:06pm in the Wood Board Room at UNH Law School by 
Chairwoman Patricia Morris. 
  
Members Present:  Roni McCall, Public Member;  Patricia Morris, Chairwoman, public member, and 
member of the NH Bar Association;  Dr. Steve Crawford, State Veterinarian; Bob Haefner, State 
Representative; Joyce Arivella, Dog Breeders Association; Dick Wentzell, public member; Steve 
Sprowl, NH Federation of Humane Organizations; Joanne Bourbeau, National Humane 
Organizations; Barry Hilton, ACO representative; Jeri Zezula, public member; Deborah Simson, NH 
Cat Fanciers; and George Cook; NH Sled Dog Owners Association. 
  
Members Absent:  Susan Morrell, Attorney General’s Office, Mark Ellingwood, NH Fish and Game; 
Michael Hughes, public member and secretary; Chief Andrew Shagoury, Police Chiefs Association; 
Wendy Munroe, Animal Health Technicians Association; Christopher Conley, NH Sheriff’s 
Association; Michal Lunak, UNH Cooperative Extension and Senator Amanda Merrill. 
  
Guest: Christopher Kennedy, Governor’s Legislative Director; and Elena Barker. 
  
The minutes of the June 20th, 2013 meeting were approved with amendments. 
  
Joanne Bourbeau and Representative Bob Haefner gave us an overview of the 2004 legislation. 
  
There was further discussion on the Commission’s future and the executive order.  The Executive 
Order needs to be drafted soon.  Trish Morris will send another draft of this to the commission 
members with these minutes for our next meeting. 
  
Trish Morris discussed rewriting the executive order.  The current meetings of this committee will be 
in more open locations as the meetings must be open to the public and falls under the public’s right to 
know.  Trish further stated that quorums can apply via telephone calls, and that sub committees can 
meet without a quorum for discussions but cannot vote and are not required to be open to the 
public.  Further the meetings will always be open to the public and the minutes of our meetings 
published in two (2) public places. 
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Joanne Bourbeau presented us with how the Vermont CRS system works and how it may apply to 
NH.  In VT the state veterinarian requested the CRS system to be implemented and that many 
agencies are involved in the project.  Initial funding of $60,000 was raised to begin CRS.  It works by 
having a lead agency in each county who then reports to the necessary authority for that 
county.  That could by Animal Control, Cruelty Investigators, The Police or Sheriff’s Department etc. 
  
Joanne further stated that “Animal Tracks” (the database for CRS) has both a public and private 
interface.  The training program takes about 32 hours and CRS has been working in VT for 13 years 
now. 
  
George Cook stated “We as a commission can recommend to the governor starting CRS in NH but 
cannot implement it as it would have to be done legislatively”.   



  
Dr. Steve Crawford stated he would like to see the Commission sunsetted as it has completed its 
work as assigned. If the Commission were to be renewed, the preferred option would be to have the 
group research and identify potential sources of funding to support local law enforcement in 
application of RSA 644:8.  He feels we already have a system in place to report animal cruelty as set 
forth in RSA 436:8, “Complaints under RSA 644:8, 644:8-a, 644:8-aa and any other law pertaining to 
the abuse of domestic animals, as defined under RSA 436:1, shall initially be filed with the local law 
enforcement agency, animal control officer, state police, or sheriff which has jurisdiction over where 
the animal is located or kept.” 
  
Dick Wentzell would like to see the executive order allow us to look for funding. 
  
We all received handouts of animal abuse task forces forming across the US. 
  
A motion was made by Dick Wentzell to adjourn the meeting at 3:15pm; it was seconded by 
Representative Bob Haefner. 
  
Respectfully submitted by Roni McCall in Michael Hughes absence. 
  

 


