The Governors’ Commission on the Humane Treatment of Animals

Meeting Minutes
20 June, 2013

1) The regular meeting of the Governor’s Commission on the Humane Treatment of Animals was called to order
at 1:04 PM in the Wood Board Room at UNH Law School by Chairperson Patricia Morris.

2) Members Present:; Joyce Arivella, Dog Breeders Association; ; Jerilee Zezula, Public Member; Michael
Hughes, public; Debra Simson, NH Cat Fanciers; Joanne Bourbeau, National Humane Organizations; Chief
Andrew Shagoury, Police Chiefs Association; Dr. Steve Crawford, State Veterinarian; Patricia Morris,
Chairperson, public member, Member NH Bar Association; Roni McCall, Public Member; Wendy Munroe,
Animal Health Technicians Association; Richard Wentzell, public; Barry Hilton, ACO representative; Bob
Haefner, State Representative; Steve Sprowl, NH Federation of Humane Organizations

3) Members Absent: Susan Morrell, Attorney General’s Office; Mark Ellingwood, NH Fish and Game; George
Cook, NH Sled Dog Owner Assoc.

4) Guest: Mr. Christopher Kennedy, Governor’s Legislative Director

5) Discussion on the Commission’s Future and Possible New EO:

a)
b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

It was assumed that the Governor would like to see us continue as a Commission
[t was also made clear that more than one member preferred the Commission be sun-setted in its present
form, and if it were to continue it should have specific objectives and also not be a legislative advisory
group to the Gov. [See 5cii) and 5d) below]
Mr. Kennedy made it clear that:
i) She would like feedback on what areas need attention (see below), and of these, decide what we
wanted to do.
ii) The idea of being a legislative advisory group is not popular in Governor’s office.
It was mentioned more that once that we should have specific projects and responsibilities from here on
out. For example:
i) Be ageneral resource clearing house for communities facing disasters and/or large scale rescues.
ii) Work with State and Local Emergency Management “go-to” organization for resources.
iii) Emphasize education of the public on what animal cruelty is and how to report it, etc.
iv) There were three areas of responsibility that were mentioned often, that the Commission should
address:
a) Funding: To defray the cost of keeping animals safe after seizure or rescue
b) Housing: Particularly for large scale operations. Lower cost to small communities.
The Commission needs to cultivate and maintain connections it has made over the years if it wants to help
with complicated cases.

Please send what you would like to see put into a new Executive Order to the Secretary by 1 August.

6) ADJOURNED: 3:20 PM
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