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Overview/Objectives

A Review of Relevant Speed Limit Statutes
A Determining State Speed Zones

A Setting Credible Speed Limits

A Recent New Hampshire case studies

A Speed limit relationship with other traffic
control devices
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Review of Relevant Speed Limit
Statutes




Review of Relevant Speed Limit
Statutes

A RSA 265:60 Basic Rule and Maximum
Limits

TEstabli shes the ANAreasa
standard
AiNo person shall drive a

speed greater than is reasonable and prudent
under the conditions and having regard to the
actual and potenti al haz
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Review of Relevant Speed Limit
Statutes

ARSA 265: 60, contod

Ail n every event speed sh
may be necessary to avoid colliding with any
person, vehicle, or other conveyance on or
entering the way in compliance with the legal
requirements and the duty of all persons to use
due care. o




Review of Relevant Speed Limit
Statutes

ARSA 265: 60, contod

I Defines school zone speed limit
I 30 mph for business or urban residence district

I 35 mph for rural residence district and Class V
highways (a.k.a. Atown ro

I 65 mph for interstates, turnpikes, and other multi-
lane, divided highways, except 1-93 north of
Concord (70 mph)

I 55 mph in other locations
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Review of Relevant Speed Limit
Statutes

A RSA 265:62 Establishment of State
Speed Zones

I Requires an engineering and traffic
Investigation

ISt atute does not def I n
traffic investigation

I NHDOT follows accepted traffic
engineering practice




Review of Relevant Speed Limit
Statutes

A Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices (MUTCD)

I MUTCD, national standard for all traffic control devices
requi res that nspeed zones (
limit) shall only be established on the basis of an
engineering study thateéshal/l
current speed distribution of free-f | owi ng vehic

I Recommends that nAwhen a spece
zone is posted, it should be within 5 mph of the 85"
percentile speed of free-flowing vehicles
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Determining State Speed Zones




Determining State Speed Zones

AComponents of an fden
traffi c I nvestigati o
I Speed study
I Horizontal and vertical geometry
I Traffic volume and crash history
I Segment length
I Number of lanes and lane width
I Offset to hazards




Engineering and Traffic
Investigation

A 85! percentile speed

I Based on research by David Solomon, US
Bureau of Public Roads (now FHWA)

I Compares the relationship between
average speed and collision rates of
automobiles

iIGenerally regarded as
prudent o standard with

lImits

New Hm?éfr&
Department of Transportation






