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  ` State of New Hampshire  Guardian ad Litem Board 

Public Minutes 
Legislative Office Building Room 101 

June 21, 2013 
 
 
Members Present: Susan Duncan,Chair, Ann Larney, Chris Keating, Representative Deana Rollo,  

Senator David Pierce, David Villiotti 
Absent:      Alan Cantor, Master Henrietta Luneau 
 
A quorum was present. 
Chairwoman Duncan called the meeting to order at 1:04pm. 

 

 1. Public Comments  

a. Michael Brewster 
i. Mr. Brewster expressed his dissatisfaction with Guardian ad Litems. 

1. He feels that there is no transparency. 
2. He stated that GALs are removing children and destroying families. 
3. The NH Guardian ad Litem system is failing. 
 

 2. Review Minutes:  

a. May 17, 2013 Complaint Sub-Committee Public                                                    
i. A. Larney made a motion to approve the minutes.  Sen. Pierce seconded.  Vote: 6-0  Motion 

passes. 
b. May 17, 2013 Complaint Sub-Committee Non-Public                

i. A. Larney had corrections so discussion was held until non-public session. 
                         

 3. Board Updates & Actions  

a. Vacant Seat on Board 
i. One of the General Public Seats has been vacant since October 2011. 

ii. Senator Pierce suggested Jeannette Birge. 
1. An email was sent to her inquiring if she was interested and no reply has been 

received. 
2. Sen. Pierce will contact Ms. Birge and report back to the Board staff. 

b. Janet Esburnett emails  
i. The Board office received various emails from Ms. Esburnett regarding her experience with 

a GAL. 
ii. Ms. Esburnett was informed that the Board does not have the authority to interpret the rules.  

If she feels her GAL violated the rules she would have to file a formal complaint. 
                                                                                   

c. Mike Puiia Court Pleading   
i. Mr. Puiia filed an Expedited Motion for Preservation Order with the Dover Family Division 

Court on June 18, 2013. 
ii. The Guardian ad Litem Board is listed as an agency with files to preserve. 

iii. The Board agreed to override their records retention policy for this case.  No files as of June 
18, 2013 relating to Mr. Puiia would be discarded until an order is issued. 
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Sen. Pierce made a motion to recess the meeting for the purpose of the public adjudicatory hearing of GAL 
Ann Thompson Bennett.  C. Keating seconded.  Vote: 6-0 Motion passes.                 
 

~Public Hearing~ 
C. Keating closed the public hearing. 
Chairwoman Duncan called the regular meeting back to order at 3:02pm. 
                                      

 4. Ethics Complaint  

a. Katie Archambault filed a complaint with the Executive Branch Ethics Committee.       
i. She alleges that the Board violated RSA 21-G:23  Misuse of position. 

ii. Ms. Archambault also filed complaints with the NH Civil Liberties Union, NH Commision 
for Human Rights and the Judicial Conduct Committee; however. the Board is not named in 
any of those.. 

b. A timeline of Ms. Archambault’s complaint with the Board was distributed to Board members.           
c. S. Duncan made a motion to send a response stating, “The Board would like to offer full 

cooperation within the confines of confidentiality.”  A. Larney seconded.  Vote: 6-0 Motion passes. 
d. C. Keating will attend the Ethics Committee Meeting on July 3rd on behalf of the Board. 

 
Sen. Pierce left the meeting. 
A quorum was still present. 
 
C. Keating moved to go into non-public session for the purposes of discussing a matter which, if discussed in 
public, would likely affect adversely the reputation of a person or persons who is not a member of this body 
pursuant to RSA 91-A:3, II(c).  Rep. Rollo seconded.  A roll call vote was taken: 
S. Duncan, Aye, C. Keating, Aye, A. Larney, Aye, Rep. Rollo, Aye, D. Villiotti, Aye 
 

~Non-Public Session~ 
A. Larney made a motion to return to public session.  Rep. Rollo seconded.  Vote: 5-0 Motion passes. 
C. Keating made a motion to adjourn.  A. Larney seconded.  Vote: 5-0 Motion passes. 
 

 5. Items on Agenda held until next meeting:  

a. RFP Investigator 
i. Letters were sent to both contracted bid winners asking if they would like to continue the 

contract for another two years under the same terms.   
b. Continuing Education 

i. Introduction to Psychology               Community College of Vermont     27.50 CEU’s   
c. Late Reports 

i. Portsmouth Family Division sent an amended list stating that Tracy Bernson was mistakenly 
put on the previous report.  The database has been updated.                                                        

 


