
Traditional Artists as Teaching Artists
Making sense of working in educaonal 
se ngs and aligning tradional arts to 
the Common Core
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Some of the  
Traditional Arts found in 
New Hampshire

What is a 
Teaching Artist?
A Teaching Arst is a professional visual, 
performing, or literary arst who works 
in schools and in the community. The 
Teaching Arst may perform for the 

sstudents and teachers, may work in long 
term or short-term residencies in class-
rooms or in a community se ng, or may 
lead in program development through 
involvement in curricular planning and 
residencies with school partners. The 
Teaching Arst is an educator who 

integrates the creave process into the 
classroom and the community.- 

The Associaon of Teaching Arsts
hp://www.teachingarsts.com/ 
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Understanding how the Tradional Arts support educaonal standards is 
important for both teaching arsts and classroom and subject teachers who 
want to incorporate Tradional Arts in the classroom. Standards are the 
guideposts for what students should be learning in specific content areas at 
different points in their educaonal careers. These benchmarks help guide 
educators toward preparing college and career ready students.

Making sense of:  STANDARDS
what are they and why  do they maer?

National Core 
Arts Standards



Traditional Arts and Folklife  
Connections to the Common Core 
This guide builds on the outstanding research done by the College Board in 2012 on the 
Alignments of the Common Core to the practices of Arts‐based learning. As stated earlier in this 
guide, the Common Core Standards do not include any specific Arts standards even though they 
reference the Arts. The National Coalition for Core Arts Standards is currently in the process of 
developing specific Core Arts Standards to complement the Common Core Standards in English 
Language Arts and Mathematics. In their report the College Board states,  

“Given the central role that the Common Core Standards are playing in education and school 
reform initiatives nationwide, it is a priority of the (National Coalition for Core Arts Standards) 
to ensure that the goals and objectives of the Core Arts Standards relate clearly, directly, and 
meaningfully to the Common Core, and that these connections are actively considered as a part 
of the standards writing process. In an effort to inform the work of the standards writers, the 
College Board researchers undertook a study of the Common Core Standards as they relate to 
arts‐based learning.” 

The Common Core Standards includes 2 different groups of benchmarks. The Anchor Standards 
are larger umbrella benchmarks that students should be able to achieve and demonstrate for 
College and Career readiness. There are also grade specific standards which serve to provide 
benchmarks appropriate to the grade level that students should be able to demonstrate in 
order to achieve the larger Anchor standards by the time they graduate.  The College Board has 
put together a diagram below to help illustrate the 2 different kinds of standards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To read the full report on the alignments of Arts Based Practices to the Common Core visit: 

http://nccas.wikispaces.com/file/view/Arts%20and%20Common%20Core%20‐
%20final%20report1.pdf/404993792/Arts%20and%20Common%20Core%20‐%20final%20report1.pdf 
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The College Board then worked with the National Coalition of Core Arts Standards to “develop a set of 
Philosophical Foundations and Lifelong Goals‐ a series of five statements and related goals that 
articulate the benefits of arts involvement on a broad scale (College Board 6).” Please see their chart 
below: 

What follows are the charts that the College Board produced that aligned the Philosophical 
Foundations and Lifelong Goals of Arts‐based Learning to the Common Core Anchor Standards. 
Traditional Arts and folklore add another degree of connection to these alignments as Traditional Arts 
also connect directly with history, culture, and sense of place. The study of Traditional Arts and local 
history is often conducted through first person interviews. This guide has added red checkmarks to 
the College Board’s original chart to highlight the expanded connections that Traditional Arts and 
folklore can make to the Common Core Standards.  
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Developing an Elevator Speech: Outlining Layers of Learning 
 
Now that we have deciphered the Common Core and seen what areas the Traditional Arts can support 
the instruction of these standards, it is time to think more specifically about what you as a traditional 
artist would like bring to an educational setting. What will your residency look, feel, and sound like? In 
some instances you may be collaborating with a classroom teacher or afterschool provider to develop a 
residency plan together from the beginning.  At other times you may have to present or pitch the 
valuable skills, art form, and cultural connections that you would like to share with students. The 
following worksheet takes you through some planning steps about your future residency. This 
worksheet is designed to help you be prepared to deliver an “elevator speech” and feel confident 
sharing the work you want to engage in. The following materials were created by New Hampshire 
Teaching and Eco‐Artist, Cynthia Robinson.  

Layers of Learning: Describing Your Work 

Your “Elevator Speech” or quick description of what you do in school programs, workshops and/or 
residencies needs to include some of your important “key words”. Think about your work and see if you 
can jot down short sentences that address: 

Your overall concept/ 
goals 

 

Your process/ activities   

Techniques students will 
Learn 

 

Materials students will 
use 

 

How the work will be 
presented 

 

Documentation Avenues   

Evaluation/ Assessment‐ 
how will we all know it 
worked? 

 

13



14



15



16



Once you and your collaborator have agreed to the possibility of an Arst visit or 
Arst-in-Residence there is a lot of foundaonal planning that needs to happen before 
the residency can take place. Here is a checklist for successful collaboraon developed 
by the Arizona Arts Commission.
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