
Family Mediator Certification Board 
Minutes 

March 11, 2015 
 
 

 
Present:  B. Sturke, C. Dochstader, C. Sadler, M. Garner, M. Rousseau and E. Christensen 
Excused:  T. Sturke, E. Dinerstein and K. McCall 
Also Present:  P. Heinrich 
 
E. Christensen called the meeting to order at 4:05 PM.  E. Christensen announced that K. McCall 
would not be attending the meeting, but had promised to attend the April meeting.  Accordingly, 
E. Christensen had decided to postpone discussion on the proposed Domestic Violence 
Guidelines for New Hampshire Certified Family Mediators.  However, she provided copies of 
the Guidelines and a Proposed Court Process Outline for Screening for Domestic Violence for 
each member to review before the April meeting.   
 
Approval of Prior Minutes  
B. Sturke made a MOTION to approve the Public Minutes of January 7, 2015.  Second:  E. 
Christensen.  MOTION PASSED with C. Dochstader and C. Sadler abstaining. 
 
M. Rousseau made a MOTION to approve the Non-Public Minutes of January 7, 2015.  Second:  
M. Garner.  MOTION PASSED with C. Dochstader and C. Sadler abstaining. 
 
Continuing Education Requests  
E. Christensen made a MOTION to approve “Crazy Little Thing Called Love, the 2015 Law 
Forum” sponsored by the NH Association of Justice on February 13, 2015 for 3 hours of Legal 
Update and 3 hours of “Other” continuing education credits.  Second:  M. Rousseau.  MOTION 
PASSED. 
 
B. Sturke made a MOTION to approve “Drafting Complex Agreements” to be taught by Keri 
Marshall and Terri Morrisse and sponsored by NHCRA on April 17, 2015 for 4 hours of 
Mediation Skills continuing education credits.  Second:  C. Dochstader.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
E. Christensen made a MOTION to re-approve “Confidentiality & A Mediation Board 
Disciplinary Decision” for 3 hours of Mediator Ethics continuing education credits.  Second:  C. 
Dochstader.  MOTION PASSED with C. Sadler abstaining. 
 
Mediator Ethics Question 
E. Christensen shared a question from Honey Hastings asking whether filling out documents and 
forms that are not “agreements” is practicing law.  
 
Discussion included the following: 

• The Model Standards are the Ethical Guidelines for certified mediators 
• The Model Standards do not delineate which forms mediators should or should not 

complete.  There may be a wide range of opinions on the topic. 



Minutes, 3/11/15, continued 
 

• Acting as a scribe might be acceptable. 
• Each mediator needs to use his or her professional compass to answer this question. 
• This would be a great topic for a continuing education mediator ethics panel discussion.    

 
Administrative Assistant’s Report 
P. Heinrich told the Board about the proposed Office of Licensure and Certification which the 
Governor is proposing.  She indicated the new agency would merge all Boards and Committees, 
including the Family Mediator Certification Board into one agency and would be located on 
South Fruit Street. She shared some of the proposed language, noting the Board would remain a 
125% Board but several things need to be clarified.   
   
Non-Public Session I:  RSA 91-A:3  II c. 
M. Garner made a MOTION to go into Non-Public Session under RSA 91-A:3, IIc:  Personal.  
Second:  B. Sturke.  A roll call vote was held.  MOTION PASSED.   
 
The Board began Non-Public Session at 4:45 PM.   
 
The Board resumed Public Session at 5:25 PM.  B. Sturke made a MOTION to SEAL the Non-
Public minutes.  Second:  C. Sadler.  MOTION PASSED.   
 
B. Sturke made a MOTION to adjourn.  Second:  E. Christensen.  MOTION PASSED.  E. 
Christensen adjourned the meeting at 5:25 P.M.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Pat Heinrich 
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