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State of NH Governor Margaret Wood Hassan  
State of Vermont Governor Peter Shumlin  
US Senator, State of NH, Senator Jeanne Shaheen 
US Senator, State of NH, Senator Kelly A. Ayotte  
US Congress State of NH, Congresswoman Ann McLane Kuster  
US Delegation State of Vermont, Senator Patrick Leahy,   

Senator Bernard Sanders, Congressman Peter Welch  
State of NH Executive Councilor Joseph D. Kenney  
State of NH Senator David Pierce  
City of Lebanon, NH, City Manager Paula Mayville  
Town of Hartford, Vermont, Selectboard Chair, Richard G. Grassi  
Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission, Director Nate Miller  
Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Commission, Director Peter G. Gregory  
 









  

 

 

 

JEANNE SHAHEEN 
       NEW HAMPSHIRE  

SUITE SH-506 

HART BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

(202) 224-2841 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 10, 2016 
 
Secretary Anthony Foxx  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx, 
 
I write in support of the New Hampshire Department of Transportation’s (NH DOT) application, 
in conjunction with the state of Vermont, for $12,000,000 in funding (Reference Number 12154106) 
from the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program. The 
states of New Hampshire and Vermont would use these funds to replace, widen and improve 
portions of Interstate 89 (I-89). 
 
I-89 is a vital highway in New Hampshire, connecting the western part of the state to Vermont and 
into Canada. Both the Northbound and Southbound bridges crossing the Connecticut River 
between New Hampshire in Vermont have been on the state’s Red List for several years. The 
continual deterioration of this important roadway poses a significant threat to the functionality of 
the Interstate and the safety of those driving across it. 
 
With funding from the TIGER grant program, the New Hampshire and Vermont Departments of 
Transportation will move forward with superstructure replacement and widening of I-89’s 
Northbound and Southbound bridges. They will also make critical roadway improvements in both 
states that will enhance safety for merging traffic between the Interstate 91 and Exit 20 interchanges. 
 
I support the NH DOT’s application for funding through the TIGER grant program and request 
your consideration of their proposal.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
Emily Cashman in my office at 603-647-7500.  
 

Sincerely, 

Jeanne Shaheen 
United States Senate 

 









STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Executive Council 

JOSEPH D.KENNEY STATE HOUSE ROOM 207 
EXECUTIVE COUNCILOR 107 NORTH MAIN STREET 

DISTRICT ONE CONCORD, NH 03301 
(603) 271-3632 

Secretary Anthony Foxx 
U.S. Department of Transportation
 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
 
Washington, DC 20590
 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

I strongly support the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER 8) 
Discretionary Grant proposal in the amount of $12 million submitted by the New Hampshire 
Department of Transportation in conjunction with Vermont Agency of Transportation for the "1­
89 Lebanon-Hartford Bridge Project". This project addresses the needs of this critical Interstate 
Bridge which carries Interstate 89 NB and SB over the Connecticut River and connects the 
communities of Hartford, Vermont and Lebanon, New Hampshire. 

Built in 1966, this bridge is in poor condition. Due to its age and harsh northern climate, the 
deterioration has progressed to the extent where it is now considered structurally deficient. This 
project will address the bridge's structural deficiency and improve reliability on this critical 
segment of the overall transportation network in the region. 

This bridge is a critical facility for the movement of people and goods locally, regionally and 
internationally. It is the major Boston to Montreal international trade route corridor, providing a 
junction to Interstate-9l and Interstate-93, which connects New England with Canadian trade 
markets. It also serves as a major connector to New England's major seaports and intermodal 
facilities. Without the bridge, freight traffic would need to detour 50 or more miles and rely on 
secondary highways. The bridge serves the Lebanon micropolitan statistical area, the nation's 
largest such area with a population of 218,466 in NH and Vermont. In addition to commuter 
traffic and freight, local transit and intercity buses rely on this corridor. 

This bridge is also critically important to the connectivity, economy, and quality of life for both 
New Hampshire and Vermont, which support economic development. Businesses in the area 
utilize this bridge daily to facilitate delivery of goods and services throughout the region. It 
serves as a link to the downtown areas of Lebanon, New Hampshire and White River Junction, 
Vermont for retail, tourism, and service industries. This project will address regional 
transportation needs, and ensure the continued economic vitality of these two communities and 
the region. 

Entire Counties of Coos and Grafton, the incorporated place of Hale's Location, the towns of Albany, Alton. Andover. Bartlett, Brookfield. 

Center Harbor, Chatham, Conway, Cornish, Croydon, Danbury, Eaton, Effingham. Freedom, Gilford, Grantham, Hart's Location, Hill, Jackson, 

Madison, Meredith, Middleton, Milton, Moultonborough. New Durham, New Hampton, New London, Newport, Ossipee, Plainfield, Sanbornton, 

Sandwich, Springfield, Sunapee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro. Wakefield, Wilmot. and Wolfeboro, and the cities of Claremont and Laconia. 
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The project is consistent with state of good repair plans for both NHDOT and VTrans, and 
appears in New Hampshire's approved Ten Year Transportation Improvement Plan and 
Vermont's State Transportation Improvement Program. 

This is a significant investment for the region that would maintain and enhance the quality of life 
of the area residents and promote economic development. I am pleased to offer my support for 
this application and hope you will look upon it favorably. 

Sincerely, 

~f).? 
Executive Councilor Joseph D. Kenney 
District 1, State of New Hampshire 

CC:	 Commissioner Victoria Sheehan, NHDOT 
VT Secretary of Transportation, Chris Cole, VTrans 














