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MARGARET WOOD HASSAN
NEW HAMPSHIRE

SUITE SH-324
HART BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
(202) 224-3324
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July 15,2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao,

I write in support of the application from the New Hampshire Department of Transportation
(NHDOT) for a Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Grant from the
United States Department of Transportation for the Route 119 Bridge Replacement Project.

Strengthening and modernizing our transportation infrastructure is critical to the success of our
people and businesses. The Anna Hunt Marsh and Charles Dana Bridges were constructed in the
1920s and connect Hinsdale, New Hampshire to Brattleboro, Vermont over the Connecticut River,
and are critical for the local, regional, national, and international movement of freight and people.
NH Route 119 connects Cheshire County and the Monadnock Region to Interstate 91 in Vermont,
which then connects the region to the Canadian trade market as well as larger New England ports to
the south.

Due to their age and the harsh northern climate, the steel truss bridges have deteriorated and require
significant rehabilitation or replacement. This project proposes a new bridge located downstream of
the existing bridges with two lanes, two shoulders, and a sidewalk for pedestrian passage, along with
vertical clearance for freight movement.

With the support of this grant, the new bridge would serve the citizens of Hinsdale, Winchester, and
Westmoreland, New Hampshire, many of whom commute to Vermont for employment. Businesses
in the area would also rely on the new bridge to help facilitate the delivery of goods and services
throughout the area. Additionally, the nearest medical facility serves the entire region.

This grant would be a significant investment for the New Hampshire Department of Transportation
and would be critical to the quality of life and economic vitality of the region. I urge you to look
favorably upon their application. Please do not hesitate to contact Dorothy Parsons in my office at
(603) 622-2204 if we can be of further assistance. Thank you for your consideration.

With every good wish,

~/J~
Margaret Wood Hassan
United States Senator

CC: Commissioner Victoria Sheehan, NHDOT
Secretary Joseph Flynn, VTrans
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PHILIP B. SCOTT
,{'Governor

State of Vermont
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

June25,2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, D.C 20590

Subject: Hinsdale, NH-Brattleboro, VT Bridge Replacement Project BUILD Grant Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my strong support for the Hinsdale, NH-Brattleboro, VT Bridge Replacement
Project that is competing for $20 million in Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development
(BUILD) funding.

A joint application by the Vermont Agency of Transportation and the New Hampshire Department of
Transportation, this project addresses the need to replace a functionally-obsolete two-deck bridge with a
new bridge just south of the current location. This critical bridge crosses the Connecticut River and connects
the communities and regional economic centers of Brattleboro, Vermont and Hinsdale, New Hampshire.

Built in 1926,the existing bridge is in deteriorated condition. Due to its age and the harsh northern climate,
the deterioration has progressed to the extent that replacement is required. The replacement bridge will
remedy this condition and the existing bridge will remain open and maintained for pedestrian and bicycle
use only.

The bridge is a critical facility for the movement of people and goods nationally and internationally. It
connects New England economies via the Interstate 91 International Trade Corridor to Canadian trade
markets to the north as well as larger New England ports to the south. Any down-posting or closing of the
bridge will require significant detours as far as l9 miles way.

This bridge is also critically important to the connectivity, economy, and quality of life for both New
Hampshire and Vermont, which support economic development. Businesses in the area utilize this bridge
daily to facilitate delivery of goods and services throughout the region, and nearly 50% of the residents of
Hinsdale, New Hampshire commute to Vermont for employment.

I believe the Hinsdale, NH-Brattleboro, VT Bridge Replacement Project is an ideal candidate for BUILD
funding. I hope you share my enthusiasm for this application, and I would be happy to discuss its merits
with you.

Sincerely,

Philip B. S
Governor
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139 Main Street, Suite 505 / Brattleboro, VT  05301 / Phone: (802) 257-4547 / Fax (802) 254-6383 
Website www.windhamregional.org 

July 9, 2019 

Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re:  New Hampshire DOT BUILD Grant Application for Hinsdale, NH - Brattleboro, VT Bridge 
Replacement Project 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

On behalf of the Windham Regional Commission (WRC), I am pleased to provide this letter for the 
Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD 2018) Transportation Discretionary 
Grant proposal in the amount of $20 million submitted by the New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation for the “Hinsdale, NH – Brattleboro, VT NH Route 119 Bridge Replacement Project”. 

The Hinsdale-Brattleboro Bridge replacement has been at or near the top of WRC’s list of priority 
transportation infrastructure projects for 30 years.  The existing bridges are functionally obsolete 
and exhibit structural deterioration from over 90 years of use in the often harsh northern New 
England climate.  The current configuration also involves an at-grade railroad crossing that creates 
on-going disruptions in accessibility and emergency response capabilities as traffic backs up into 
downtown Brattleboro, including Main Street which is also U.S. Route 5.  This critical link over the 
Connecticut River connects two communities, two regions, and two states in everyday activities 
including employment, commerce, public safety, and access to services. The WRC is working closely 
with the Town of Brattleboro on master planning trail connections and networks in the area. These 
bridges, new and existing, offer critical links to these networks. 

The WRC has entered into a memorandum of understanding as a commitment to collaboration 

with its counterparts including Southwest Regional Planning Commission (NH) and Franklin 

County Regional Council of Governments (MA).  This Tri-State Partnership endeavors to develop 

joint strategies in effectively addressing shared socioeconomic challenges and opportunities.  One 

initiative of note is an on-going assessment of cross-border mobility among employment and 
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service centers in the tri-state region in which the Hinsdale-Brattleboro Bridge reconstruction is a 

key element.  

This proposed new bridge is critically important to the connectivity, economic vitality, and quality 
of life for New Hampshire and Vermont citizens that live in the area.  The project is consistent with 
the state of good repair plans for both NHDOT and VTrans, and appears in both state’s approved 
transportation improvement programs. 

The Hinsdale-Brattleboro Bridge replacement project supports the policies of the Windham 
Regional Plan, adopted September 30, 2014 both directly through the construction of the new 
bridge and rehabilitation of the old bridges and by fostering connectivity between development 
projects in the greater project area.  

Transportation Policies 

 Minimize functional conflicts.

 Preserve and create Right-of-Ways for future transportation linkages between communities,

neighborhood services, and other destinations.

 Design culverts and bridges to carry a 50-year flood event without damage.

 Promote high quality design for all transportation projects, including roads, bridges, train

stations, bus stops, etc.

 Review and accommodate for non-motorized transportation, such as bicycle lanes, wider

shoulders and sidewalks in roadway and bridge projects.

 Preserve and encourage creation of Rights of Way for future linkages between communities,

neighborhoods services and other destinations.

 Implement an integrated, multi-modal transportation system in the urban centers;

providing connections between rail, air, bus, car, bike, and pedestrian.

 Include transit orientated development in any proposed project.

Land Use Policies 

 Preserve the historic and architectural character of the region. Support the reuse and

repurposing of viable existing structures to retain historic development patterns, densities,

and character in the region, especially within regional centers, villages, and hamlets.

Natural Resources Policies 

 Ensure that effective site rehabilitation plans are provided and implemented for new

development projects

Communications Policies 

 Promote universal access to broadband telecommunications and information services that

are competitive in availability and cost.

Historic Preservation Policies 

 Support rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of significant historic sites and structures.
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I am pleased to provide this letter. Please consider awarding full funding for this project as it will 

support and improve vital connections between two communities, two regions, and two states 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide comment.  If you have questions or would like to discuss 

this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Campany 

Executive Director 

cc: Commissioner Victoria Sheehan, NHDOT 
Secretary Joseph Flynn, VTrans 
Sue Fillion, Town of Brattleboro Commissioner to the WRC 
Karen Astley, WRC Transportation Interim Committee Chair 
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JEANNE SHAHEEN 
       NEW HAMPSHIRE  

SUITE SH-506 

HART BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

(202) 224-2841 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

July 24, 2019 

Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE  
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

I write in support of the 2019 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD 2019) Transportation 
Discretionary Grant proposal submitted jointly by the Vermont Agency of Transportation and the New Hampshire 
Department of Transportation for the “Hinsdale, NH – Brattleboro, VT NH Route 119 Bridge Replacement Project.” This project 
will address the needs of rural portions of these two states by bypassing two functionally-obsolete bridges with a new 
bridge just south of their current location over the Connecticut River.  

After almost 100-years of use in the harsh northern climate, the vital Anna Hunt Marsh and Charles Dana Bridges are in 
deteriorated condition, progressing to the point that significant rehabilitation or replacement is required. With funding 
from the BUILD Program, a new bridge will be built to allow for the continuation of vital economic development and 
connectivity.   

This crossing is critical for the movement of goods and people locally, regionally and internationally. It carries the vital 
highway NH Route 119, which connects Cheshire County and the Monadnock Region of New Hampshire to the 
international trade corridor of Interstate 91 in Vermont, which then connects the region to the Canadian trade market to 
the north and the larger New England ports to the south. Without these bridges, the closest crossing requires a 16.9-mile 
detour to the north through Chesterfield or a 19-mile detour to the south through Massachusetts.    

The current bridges are vitally important to the economy and quality of life for New Hampshire and Vermont residents. 
They connect the communities of Hinsdale, New Hampshire and Brattleboro, Vermont, allow the many residents of 
Hinsdale who commute to Vermont for employment a convenient passage over the border and provide businesses in the 
area with a route to make easy deliveries of goods and services to the region. The bridges are also critical for residents and 
medical professionals in the area to have quick access to the nearest medical facility in Brattleboro, which serves the region. 

Once construction of the new bridge is complete, the two bypassed historic truss bridges will be rehabilitated, preserving 
two historic resources and providing recreational opportunities for both communities to enjoy the Connecticut River and 
the island located between these structures. 

The project is consistent with state of good repair plans for both NHDOT and VTrans and appears in both the New 
Hampshire’s approved Ten Year Transportation Improvement Plan and Vermont’s State Transportation Improvement 
Program. It represents a significant investment for the region that would maintain and enhance the quality of life for the 
area residents and promote economic development. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Jon Jarvis 
on my staff at (603) 647-7500. 

Sincerely, 

Jeanne Shaheen  
United States Senator 

CC: Commissioner Victoria Sheehan, NHDOT, Secretary Joseph Flynn, VTrans 
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