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BOARD

Agenda 
August 22, 2014

11:00 am
Concord, NH 

LOB 203
Present: Nancy Larson, Tim Moore, Kerrie Diers, Tom Mahon, David Preece, Robert Jaffin, Robert Hall, Malcolm Taylor, Richard Cane, Dan Kelly, Ted Starkweather, Robert Gagon, Carlos Baia, Patrick Herlihy, Mike Tardiff, Jonathan Edwards, Senator Gilmour, Mark Brewer
I. Call to Order - Chair Mahon called the meeting to order at 11:05 am.
II. Comments from the Press and Public -None
III. Minutes – June 27, 2014 – Cane moved to approve the minutes; Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 16-0-2 with the amendment to correct the spelling of Kenyon Karl.  Preece and Baia abstained.
IV. Old Business
A. Committee Reports

1. Executive Committee Meeting – see minutes of 8-22-14.
2. Projects Committee – Preece reported that they are setting up meetings with Rep. Bouchard and the Governor regarding proposed changes to legislation.
3. Finance Committee -None 

4. Public Relations Committee

a. Public Outreach and Education – Still working on materials. Any comments on the draft flyer should be sent to Mahon by Tuesday, August 26. 
b. Manchester Development Corporation – The meeting went well and they are very interested in the economic impacts that are part of the study and are contemplating doing their own study to understand the potential benefits and impacts to Manchester.
c. College and University Council – these discussions are on-going.
B. Updates

1. Capital Corridor – Herlihy reported that the financial part of the study is beginning this month.
2. Plaistow – Herlihy reported that the consultant is presenting alternatives.
3. Connecticut River Valley – Gagon reported that a Claremont City Council Committee is looking at understanding how the junction can be better utilized and enhanced for economic development. They will be presenting short and long term recommendations to the City Council next week. Mahon requested a copy of the report.
4. TIGER Grant submissions – State put in applications for the St. Lawrence and Atlantic lines, the Sarah Long Bridge, and the Town of Littleton.
5. State and federal legislation – Congresswoman Kuster is working on a federal infrastructure bank proposal. 
V. New Business

A. Possible New Committees
1. Legislation – Mahon would like to have a few people monitoring legislation for potential impacts to NHRTA and rail activity, transportation issues and other matters. Moore, Sen. Gilmour and Herlihy volunteered to monitor legislation and report back to the Executive Committee. 
2. State-wide Rail Activity – Mahon would like to have several people monitoring activities in other parts of the state other than the Capital Corridor. Bob Jaffin and Jonathan Edwards were identified as potential members for the projects committee. Mahon asked for other interested members to cover the rest of the state. Ray Gagnon volunteered to cover Claremont area. Taylor volunteered to cover the Lakes Region and points north. The representatives would report to Preece as chair of the Projects Committee, who would in turn report to the Executive Committee. Edwards reported that the High Speed Rail Task Force will be having another electronic meeting in the fall. In other news, the Knowledge Corridor is adding three more stops in MA. These are also included in the High Speed Rail Study. 
VI. Outreach 

1. Office of Energy and Planning-State Energy Strategy-Draft Comments – Mahon submitted a letter on behalf of NHRTA regarding the draft strategy. Comments can be seen at:
http://www.nh.gov/oep/energy/programs/sb191-resources.htm
2. Transportation Round Tables - Mahon attended roundtable with Congresswoman Kuster regarding rail. Comments were reported in the Union Leader. It was a good discussion. Congresswoman Kuster is working on a federal infrastructure bank proposal.  Preece participated in a roundtable regarding economic development with Rep. Carol Shea-Porter with a focus on recruiting younger workers to the state. The infrastructure bank was discussed as well. It was a good meeting.
VII. Other Discussion – Edwards asked about the Boston Manchester Airport rail right of way. There was discussion regarding access to the Airport from the main line.
VIII. Comments from the Press and Public - None
IX. Adjourn – Preece moved to adjourn, seconded by Cane. The meeting was adjourned at 11:45


Future meetings:


September 26, 2014


October 24, 2014


November 21, 2014


Final Public Meeting-Nashua TBD
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