1-93 Transit Investment Study Public Meeting
Summary of Comments

April 11, 2007
Derry Municipal Center, Derry, NH

The following comments were received at the 1-93 Transit Investment Study public meeting
held on April 11, 2007 at Derry Municipal Center, Derry, New Hampshire.

e There was comment that the railroad bed is used as a park and open space by residents.
The Highway alignment is the most direct route. The Western alignment appears to be the
easiest to construct/implement as it is already in use. Need to look at the airport’s effect on
air quality and trains’ effects on noise and air quality. Many residents came to New
Hampshire for open space and would like to share transportations’ pollution with others.

e There was a comment that a railroad alternative should be part of a master transportation
system. The study is doing a great job of looking at multimodal solutions. Need to look at
alternatives and what is going on in the region. Boston is not just an employment
destination, but also a medical, sports, and educational destination. Southern New
Hampshire is part of the Boston transportation region. New Hampshire is not going to have
another opportunity like this to have a positive effect on transportation and growth. Don't
let it pass by.

e There was a comment supporting rail along the 1-93 highway. The Eastern alignment will
not work because there is no parking in downtown Derry and downtown Derry cannot
handle the growth that might come from transit. Rail is also an expensive alternative.

e There was a comment that the study should consider the alternatives effect on climate
change. This needs to be taken seriously. Traffic is a major CO, generator, while mass
transit offers some reductions. However, the mass transit options that may seem the most
preferred could have the highest impact on climate change. The study should include a
comparative table that illustrates varying impacts on CO2 of different options.

e There was a comment to consider other commuting patterns. For example, many people do
not commute to Boston, but instead commute to the 1-93, 128, 495 corridors and Merrimack
Valley. These commuters may not benefit from train or express bus service to Boston.

e There was a discussion on the current status of the Windham Rail Trail Alliance. This trail is
getting a lot of use by families. This study should consider recreation. There was also a
suggestion that the study should conduct a cost-benefit ratio of the alternatives. Not
impressed with the northside total commuter ridership ability can only take 26,000 cars off
the road. Supports using the fourth lane of the 1-93 widening for bus lane. Questioned
where parking lots will be located for rail service. Does not think there are any good areas
for this. Suggests using 1-93 as a spine for improvements.

e There was a comment about restricting truck traffic during rush hours.



There was a comment supporting the Windham Rail Trail. Support rail along the Highway
alignment. However, there will be a few problems at the state border that will require
special coordination. Suggests immediate bus system improvements, as they are the most
economical, and transitioning to rail improvements later.

There was a question asking for more detail on the demographic data and analysis.

There was a comment about the Eastern alignment and its negative effect on the Rail Trail.
In addition, many commuters travel to places such as Andover, rather than Boston, for
work. Can the study encourage economic development in other areas? Suggested
developing jobs in NH.

There was a comment concurring with the need for a cost-benefit analysis. A major benefit
of rail is getting people off of 1-93. Should take into account transit oriented development
scenarios and any induced growth that will result from the highway widening. There was a
request that the study use current assumptions, rather than outdated ones, for cost of
parking, etc. There was also a comment that the Highway alternative is not a feasible
alternative because of the high cost and because it will not allow for transit oriented
development.

There was a question if freight will have access to the rail lines if the Highway alignment rail
is constructed. Concerned with chemical spills. Suggested employer based buses as a good
alternative.

There was a comment stressing the growing numbers of reverse commuters. More
Massachusetts’ license plates are heading north into New Hampshire, including to
Manchester Airport.

There was a comment about the Western alignment and the coal trains. Need to consider
the potential freight / passenger train conflict. There was also concern expressed that the
growth of congestion at the 495/93 Interchange needs to be considered.

There was a comment that the Western corridor rail is single tracked and this potential
freight / passenger conflict could be avoided with proper scheduling. Questioned the cost of
the 1-93 widening ($718 M).

There was a question about NHDOT'’s ability to pay for the highway widening.

There was a comment that it was important for the public to know that the widening costs
include inflation, 13 to 1 ratio wetlands relocation, and the costs associated with the lawsuit.

There was a comment supporting the highway alignment as it is the fastest. Supports
economic development.

There was a comment supporting the highway widening as it is critical to support tourism
and economic development in New Hampshire as well as Manchester Airport.



e There was a comment that the state will not be able to bring businesses into the area until
the highway is widened. The lawsuit is driving up the cost of the highway.

¢ There was a comment that businesses will not locate here until freight can move here.
Supports highway widening, including fourth lane. Does not support the Eastern alignment
because does not want a train in downtown Derry. Does not think Highway alignment is
feasible.

e There was a comment supporting the lawsuit related to the widening of the highway and its
effects (closer look at environmental issues such as wetlands).



