MAY 6, 2010 NASHUA-HUDSON-LITCHFIELD
OBSERVATIONAL BICYCLE TOUR REPORT

Attended by:

William Fisk, Litchfield

Lee Newcomb, Nashua

Matt Waitkins, Nashua Regional Planning Commission
Jeanne Walker, City of Nashua

Larry Keniston, New Hampshire Department of Transportation

The tour group completed the route shown on the map at the end of this Report. We
discussed our observations at the twelve "INFO" stops along the way, which Mr. Fisk
had identified in advance. Please see map at the end of this Report for the INFO stop
locations. Our observations and discussions were as follows:

At INFO Stop 1 (Sanders Street), the group envisioned possibilities with Jeanne Walker
for non-motorized connectivity from the Sanders Street neighborhood across the Nashua
River toward the Walden Pond Drive neighborhood. (See
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=g&source=s_g&hl=en&geocode=&g=Hudson,+NH&slI
=37.0625.-
95.677068&sspn=48.822589,78.837891&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Hudson,+Hillsborough,
+New-+Hampshire&l1=42.766123,-71.448909&spn=0.005403,0.01369&t=h&z=17 )

At INFO Stop 2 (Cotton Transfer Bridge), Bill Fisk noted that the Cotton Transfer Bridge
was yet to connect at the north side of the crossing. We discussed how Transportation
Enhancement projects can sometimes move forward incrementally due to limitations on
funding allocations. The Cotton Transfer Bridge in the future will be part of a series of
non-motorized corridor connections that will extend the park-like greenway areas already
in place in downtown Nashua.
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At INFO Stop 3 (Main Street at Lake Street), the lane allocation requires sharing the lane
by bicycles and motor vehicles. Motorists traveling along this portion of Main Street
should have consideration for cyclists' safety by following the "three-foot" rule (RSA
Section 265:143-a). (See
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Hudson,+NH&sll
=37.0625.-
95.677068&sspn=48.822589,78.837891&ie=UTF8&hg=&hnear=Hudson,+Hillsborough,
+New+Hampshire&11=42.753.-

71.461719&spn=0.005404.0.01369&t=h&z=17 &layer=c&cbll=42.752842, )

At INFO Stop 4 (Main Street/DW Highway South roundabout), the group felt that the
roundabout works safely and efficiently for motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians. The
safety and efficiency of roundabouts in general should improve as New Hampshire
motorized and non-motorized travelers get more experience with roundabouts. (See
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Hudson,+NH&sll
=37.0625.-
95.677068&sspn=48.822589,78.837891&ie=UTF8&hg=&hnear=Hudson,+Hillsborough,
+New+Hampshire&11=42.738593.-71.45834&spn=0.002703.0.006845 &t=k&z=18 )

At INFO Stop 5 (Sagamore Bridge Eastbound entrance from DW Highway), Bill
discussed a desire for a bicycle and moped access option to the Sagamore Bridge
shoulders. (See
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Hudson,+NH&sll
=37.0625.-
95.677068&sspn=48.822589,78.837891&ie=UTF8&hg=&hnear=Hudson,+Hillsborough,
+New+Hampshire&11=42.720674,-71.442641&spn=0.001352,0.003422 &t=h&z=19 )

At INFO Stop 6, the high recreational value of the multi-use path, which is separated
from motorized traffic across the Sagamore Bridge, was noted.
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However, Bill Fisk stated the case for the "on-road" bicycle option in addition to the path
because (1) the path is not passable in winter (2) the secluded sections of the path
generate fear of criminal activity, especially at night and (3) mopeds are currently not
allowed on either the path crossing or the road crossing. The multi-use path is
particularly difficult to find from the Nashua side of the Merrimack River due to a lack of
directional signing and a circuitous routing through through a neighborhood. (See
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Hudson,+NH&sll
=37.0625.-
95.677068&sspn=48.822589,78.837891&ie=UTF8&hgq=&hnear=Hudson,+Hillsborough,
+New+Hampshire&11=42.727123.-71.434994&spn=0.021626.,0.05476 &t=h&z=15

At INFO Stop 7 (NH 3A at the Flagstone Drive to Sagamore Park Road area), Bill Fisk
noted the difficulty for cyclists and pedestrians trying to get across NH 3A due to road
crossing widths, high vehicular speeds and high traffic volumes.
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Hudson,+NH&sll
=37.0625.-
95.677068&sspn=48.822589,78.837891&ie=UTF8&hgq=&hnear=Hudson,+Hillsborough,
+New+Hampshire&11=42.731071,-71.425343&spn=0.002703,0.006845&t=h&z=18

At INFO Stop 8 (Northbound side of NH 3A across from Birch Street), Mr. Fisk explained
the new shoulder/sidewalk/curbing construction near Birch Street. (See attached picture
K NH 3A bump-out at Birch Street.JPG). Mr. Fisk felt that the extended curb may calm
traffic and protect pedestrians but it creates obvious problems for cyclists
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At INFO Stop 9, (NH 111/Webster Street/Central Street/Campbell Avenue area), Bill
explained the need for improved pedestrian and bicycle access in the NH 111/Webster
Street/Central Street/Campbell Avenue area. Mr. Fisk noted that he observes high
pedestrian demand to cross NH 111 at this location and he feels that a NH 111 crossing
opportunity should be provided. We randomly observed a cyclist heading from Nashua
to Hudson contra-flow along the sidewalk (shown on the picture below).

-

Mr. Fisk observes illegal pedestrian and cyclist migration frequently at this location. Mr.
Fisk felt that dangerous and illegal cyclist activity in the NH 111/Webster Street/Central
Street/Campbell Avenue area may also result from the perceived safety need of some
cyclists to avoid traveling across the high-speed two lane NH 111 bridges over the
Merrimack River, just west of Webster Street. Motor vehicles travel at high speeds
across the NH 111 bridge. With the current striped lane allocation, some cyclists may
perceive that motorists are unwilling to share the lane with cyclists. (See
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&g=nashua+nh&ie=UTF8&hg=&hnear=Nashua,+Hil
Isborough,+New+Hampshire&ll=42.762035.-
71.442504&spn=0,0.007735&t=h&z=17&layer=c&cbll=42.763182,-
71.444071&panoid=11y95iKHc YETY 8vbGQFA&cbp=12,77.2,,0,-2.62 )

At INFO Stop 10, (Pinecrest Road), the street/shoulder/sidewalk treatment does not
allow an eastbound motor vehicle and bicycle to simultaneously pass safely and legally.
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At INFO Stop 11, (Roland Bergeron Bicycle - Pedestrian Path memorial along
Albuquerque Avenue at Town Offices just south of Hillcrest Road), the group
experienced the Roland Bergeron Path - a recreational path designed for the enjoyment
of all. The Bergeron path serves children, pedestrians, leisurely cyclists and pets.
Beyond a fundamental right to use the Albuquerque Avenue travel lanes, cyclists who
are focused on making efficient transportation progress along Albuquerque Road have a
duty to use the travel lanes. Motorists have a legal obligation to use due care toward all
cyclists who make the choice to travel on the road. Motorists must obey the 3-foot rule,
delaying passing until it is safe to pass.

At INFO Stop 12 (NH 102 at Library Street) NH 102 eastbound motor vehicles crowd
cyclists off the road at the NH 102 eastbound approach stop bar where a very narrow
shoulder exists. Yet, there is a wide sweeping westbound lane striped at about 16 feet
wide adjacent to the eastbound approach stop bar. There is an adequate (4-foot)
shoulder heading westbound through the intersection. With little deflection and with the
wide receiving lane, westbound traffic on NH 102 moves at a high rate of speed through
this signalized intersection. (See
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Hudson,+NH&sll
=37.0625.-
95.677068&sspn=48.822589,78.837891&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Hudson,t+Hillsborough,
+New+Hampshire&l11=42.766393.-

71.440095&spn=0,0.003422 &t=h&z=19 &layer=c&cbll=42.766368.-71 )

Submitted by Larry Keniston 271-1668 Lkeniston@dot.state.nh.us

(See map on following page)
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