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Why Have a Pop-up 
 Demo?  

Main Street, West Swanzey - August 2015 



Why Have a Pop-up Demo?  
 Engage community members/stakeholder groups in a unique and fun way 
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Getting Started 
Define goal of demonstration & 
choose location 
 Traffic calming 
 Test out ideas 
 Generate ideas 
 Improve Safety 
 Support children walking & 

bicycling to school 
 …etc. 

 



Getting Started 
 Engage municipality & key community groups 



Getting Started 
 Determine budget 

$0 $$$ 

Borrowed/Donated 
Materials 
• Plants  
• Furniture 
• Pallets 
• Old Tires 
• Sample road safety 

products 
• Bicycles & racks 

Cheap Materials 
• 4” white duct tape 
• Tempera paint 
• Comment boxes & 

cards 
• Chalk spray paint 
• Art/decorating 

supplies 
• T-shirts 

Mid-range 
Materials 
• White floor tape 
• Turf grass/sod 
• Weather-proof 

signs 
• Safety vests & 

equipment 

Expensive 
Materials 
• Construction-grade 

removable traffic 
tape 

• Traffic safety 
products 

• Purchased plants 



Getting Started 
 Design demonstration 

PROTECTED 
BIKE LANE 

PARKLETS/ 
PINCH POINT 

PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSWALKS 

SHARED LANE 
MARKINGS 

HINSDALE, NH 
MAIN ST. 
DEMO DESIGN 
JULY 2016 



PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSWALKS 

BIKE LANES 

LANDSCAPING: 
• Curb extensions 
• Pedestrian island 

KEENE, NH  - MARLBORO STREET DEMONSTRATION DESIGN – SEP. 2015 



Getting Started 
 Gather resources – materials, 

volunteers, event sponsors, etc. 



Getting Started 
 Finalize logistics 



Getting Started 
 Promote event 



Elements of a Demo Event 
 Crosswalks 
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 Sharrows 



Elements of a Demo Event 
 Parklets 



Elements of a Demo Event 
 Curb Extensions / Bulb-outs 



Elements of a Demo Event 
 Other supporting elements 
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Day-of-Event Considerations 
 Activities 
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Day-of-Event Considerations 
 Food & Seating 



Lessons Learned 
 Co-locate with existing event, if feasible 



Lessons Learned 
 Thank your volunteers! 



Lessons Learned 
 For state routes, get started early – 

need NHDOT permission 

ROUTE 12 – TROY, NH ROUTE 119 – HINSDALE, NH 



Lessons Learned 
 Ensure elected officials support the overall project & demo design 



Lessons Learned 
 Follow up on event outcomes (data 

collection, comments, etc.) 



POP-UP DEMO RESOURCES 
1. Tactical Urbanist’s Guide to Materials and Design: 

www.tacticalurbanismguide.com    

2. BetterBlock Foundation: http://betterblock.org  

3. WikiBlock offers downloadable patterns for building street furniture 
and traffic calming tools with plywood: 
http://betterblock.org/wikiblock/  

4. Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transportation – Pop-Up Demo 
Events: http://www.mastnh.org/complete-streets-demonstrations/  

5. Keene, NH “ReThink Marlboro Street” videos: 
http://www.mastnh.org/keene-complete-streets-demonstration/  

6. City of Burlington, VT – Community-Led Demonstration Project Policy + 
Guide: 
www.burlingtonvt.gov/sites/default/files/CommunityLedDemonstratio
nProjectPolicyGuide2018.pdf  

7. Slow Your Street: A How-To Guide for Pop-Up Traffic Calming: 
www.drive.google.com/file/d/0Bwr2hdQQsTewQ2hVMWJfeEpDaE0/vie
w?pref=2&pli=1  

8. AARP Pop-Up Demonstration Tool Kit: 
www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/images-
2016/PopUpToolKit/PopUpToolKitPDF/a-Pop-Up-Demonstrations-
Printable-272017.pdf 
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Questions? 

Mari Brunner: 
mbrunner@ci.keene.nh.us  
Tara Kessler: 
tkessler@ci.keene.nh.us  
(603) 352-5440 
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mailto:tkessler@ci.keene.nh.us
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