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BUREAU OF RAIL AND TRANSIT 
 

MEETING REPORT 
 
DATE OF MEETING: September 28, 2016 
 
LOCATION OF MEETING: NHDOT, 7 Hazen Drive, Concord NH – Room 112/113 – 11am to 1pm 
 
SUBJECT:  Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Advisory Committee (BPTAC) 
 
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Felice Janelle, NHDES (Chair) 
Tim Blagden, BWA-NH  
Erik Paddleford, NHDOT – Rail and Transit   
Scott Bourcier, Dubois & King 
Dave Topham, Granite State Wheelmen 
Craig Tufts, CNHRPC 
Kaela Gray, NCC 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS/ OTHERS PRESENT: 
Larry Keniston, NHDOT – Rail and Transit  
Rebecca Harris, Transport NH 
Jim Kirouac, NHDOT - Highway Design 
Matt Waitkins, NRPC 
 
NOTES ON MEETING: 
 
BPTAC Member Update 
 
Felice indicated that two new members have joined the committee; Joanne Miles-Holmes from DHHS and 
Kaela Gray from the North Country Council.  Kaela provided the committee with a brief introduction related to 
her background and interests.  Joanne Miles-Holmes was not in attendance due to a prior commitment.  The 
committee is excited to have these new members.  Felice mentioned the vice chair previously held by Gretchen 
Gandini is open as is the rail trail member position.  Anyone interested in the vice chair should contact Felice. 
 
Bicycle Traffic Rule Brochure Update 
 
Felice discussed the current draft of the brochure.  Committee members like the new format and design much 
better than the previous “Road Hog/ Road Warrior” brochure.  Discussion of how printing costs took place with 
one idea being to have CNHBC or BWA-NH pick up some of the costs and maybe find another partner.  Erik 
indicated that DOT may be able to print some quantity but would need to look into cost to see if printing is an 
option.  Erik also indicated that if NHDOT is going to have its logo on the brochure then it would need to go 
through the Rail and Transit bureau management and up through the commissioner’s office.  If DOT is not 
involved, then BWA-NH or another group can promote the brochure without consent from DOT.  Committee 
members voted to have Erik submit the brochure for review by the Department. 
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DOT Update 
 

a) New Guide to Walking and Bicycling Accommodations 
Erik informed the committee about the new guide that was recently completed and offered hard copies to 
BPTAC members.  The guide is intended to be used by people who want to have a say in the planning 
and construction of bicycle and pedestrian projects.  The guide covers the various processes that can be 
involved and the people in charge of making projects happen as well as some designs that would 
improve condition for bicyclists and pedestrians.  The guide is located on the NHDOT bike/ ped 
documents webpage. An accompanying “advertisement card” is also located on the documents page.  
The advertisement card is intended to be a hand-out at events, bike shops, and any other place where 
people interested in making communities better for biking and walking.  These were passed around so 
folks could distribute them.   Erik has been sending the cards out with the printed bike map orders and 
could see these going out to local bike shops.  Tim indicated he had a list of bike shops in the state. 
 

b) Online Bicycle Map Demonstration 
Erik provided an online overview of the map and the various functions.  Instructions for the use of the 
map were also developed and passed around to committee members.  Overall, committee members liked 
the map and features and were able to observe the additional data layers available that may not be 
immediately obvious to users at first glance.  For example, bicycle crashes, Strava bicycle data, compact 
area and patrol maintenance are some of the layers that may be useful for answering questions that might 
come up. 

 
A question about the newly acquired Strava pedestrian data came up and whether that data would be 
used in the bicycle map.  Erik thought the data could be added to the bike map but wasn’t sure if that 
was the best place for it.  A pedestrian type map could be developed in the future using the data in 
similar fashion to the bicycle data, pedestrian crash data may also be a layer we want to include in the 
pedestrian map, maybe crosswalk locations, etc.  Erik will work to create a pedestrian heat layer in the 
meantime.  Tim wondered if it was possible to include the paving layers from what is shown on the DOT 
pavement viewer map. 
 

c) Research Project with Plymouth State 
Erik let the committee know the DOT research project proposal to evaluate the Strava data along with 
Level of Traffic Stress (LTS) and manual count data among other data analysis made it into the DOT 
work program that will be sent to G & C for approval on October 26.  If the program is approved by 
G&C, the funding will be made available for the work outlined in the work plan put together by 
Plymouth.  The work is estimated at $55,000 and will take approximately 2 years to complete.  
Currently, Plymouth State has been continuing on the first phase of the work with funding from HEAL 
and the NH Charitable Foundation.  Laura has been focusing her efforts on a bicycle related survey and 
gathering road segment and intersection data for LTS comparison and plans to connect with Strava to get 
a yearly growth factor so multiple years of data can be compared and looking to identify DOT projects 
that occurred between 2014 and 2015. 
 

d) DOT Design Criteria Committee 
Larry said the committee that was convened by the commissioner has had several short meetings to 
develop pedestrian and bicycle transportation design criteria. Commissioner Sheehan established this 
committee to consider pedestrian and bicycle design elements at earlier stages in the development of 
DOT projects.  Current members of the committee include staff from Highway Design, Traffic, Rail and 
Transit. 

 

http://www.nh.gov/dot/programs/bikeped/documents/NHDOT_BPGuide.pdf
http://www.nh.gov/dot/programs/bikeped/documents.htm
http://www.nh.gov/dot/programs/bikeped/documents.htm
http://nh.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=49c702c328d84a29af3b4a27eb271b37
http://nh.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=c82ded68653d41f4a1f26d80ede584e4
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Advocacy Update 
 
Tim mentioned that study committee for SB 364 - “an act establishing  a committee to study the feasibility of 
incorporating complete streets into the 10-yr transportation plan” will hold a hearing September 29.  DOT is 
expected to provide testimony.  A report should be out by November with the findings of the committee. 
 
SB 80 that established a committee to look at the state rail trail management had a hearing recently where DOT 
provided some testimony.  The State Trails Plan written in 2005 may be updated as a result of this committee.  
There is another meeting on October 11th, and then the committee will write a report on its findings. 
 
Hopkinton and Henniker are having complete streets hearings in their communities 
 
 
Other items 
 
Dave Topham brought up the Lane Marking Subcommittee recommendations that were previously sent to the 
commissioner and how those should be revisited. While the address from Commissioner Sheehan at the April 
BPTAC meeting indicated she would like to move forward and not review any of the previous committee 
recommendations more than what she discussed at that meeting, there may be a chance to bring specific Lane 
Marking Subcommittee recommendations to the commissioner again.  The way this would work is to determine 
what the committee would like to discuss with Commissioner Sheehan and provide a synopsis of the issue with 
reasons the committee would like to discuss it.  Erik would then provide the commissioner with the synopsis 
created by the committee prior to the next scheduled BPTAC meeting so the commissioner or her designee can 
have time to prepare a response and would be able to discuss the issue with the committee with the goal of 
finalizing the specific matter at the next schedule meeting. 
 
Dave also brought up the lack of understanding from motorists on how pedestrian hybrid beacons (PHBs) work.  
With more of these being installed in the state it’s important to get information on their use out to motorists.  
Erik offered to try to get something about the PHBs up on the DOT Facebook page like a YouTube video that 
way it could be shared through social media. 
 
Discussion regarding the commissioner’s address to the committee at the April 27th meeting took place.  At the 
meeting the commissioner mentioned that depending on what actions items come out of the SB 364 study 
group, there may be a need for the BPTAC to take on more of a complete street role and incorporate a transit 
position on the committee.  The committee voted to send a memo to the commissioner letting her know the 
BPTAC fully supports the idea of a complete streets group and is open to modifying the committees role is 
support of this.  Erik will work on the memo and provide it to the commissioner (hopefully) in time for her 
testimony on SB 364 that is taking place tomorrow. 
 
Meeting ended at 12:55pm 

 
Next Meeting: October 26, 2016 11:00-1:00pm, NHDOT: 5 Hazen Drive, Room 205 – Materials and 
Research Building. 
 

https://legiscan.com/NH/text/SB364/id/1286953/New_Hampshire-2016-SB364-Introduced.html
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/2015/sb0080.html
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