STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
BUREAU OF RAIL AND TRANSIT

MEETING REPORT

DATE OF MEETING: June 22, 2016
LOCATION OF MEETING: Conference Call
SUBJECT: Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Advisory Committee (BPTAC)

STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Felice Janelle, NHDES (Chair)

Tim Blagden, BWA-NH

Erik Paddleford, NHDOT - Rail and Transit

Scott Bogle, RPC

Terry Johnson, HEAL

Scott Bourcier, Dubois & King

SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS/ OTHERS PRESENT:
Larry Keniston, NHDOT - Rail and Transit
Shelley Winter, NHDOT — Rail and Transit (present for part of the meeting)

NOTES ON MEETING:

A quorum was not established, so no official business was conducted. The notes reflect the general
conversation by those present.

General Discussion

Tim Blagden informed those in attendance of the Complete Street Policy Development Workshop happening in
Troy NH on Friday June 24, 2016. This free workshop will engage community leaders and public
officials in a discussion about how to craft an effective Complete Streets policy that meets the
unique needs of each community. Smart Growth America will have representatives in attendance.

Bicycle Traffic Rule Brochure

Felice discussed the current draft of the brochure. Larry thought the picture portraying the proper hand signals
should be changed back to reflect that of NH State Law where only the left arm is used for signaling traffic
movements. An alternative to only the left arm signaling is for a cyclist to simply “point” with either arm the
direction they intend to turn. This is not reflected in State Law but may make sense to include in the brochure
while explaining that it is not recognized under the law but is frequently used and may be more easily
understood than when the left arm is held up signaling a right turn.

Membership

Felice indicated the James Steele would take over for Mary Poesse from NCC in the At Large position. Terry
Johnson connected with DHHS and indicated Joanne Miles will take over for Albert Willis as the DHHS
representative on BPTAC. Erik will put together formal letters for both new members. Felice will contact
Gretchen Gandini who is the current rail trail representative and let her know we will be looking for another rail


http://www.swrpc.org/CompleteStreets

trail representative. Tim Blagden suggested Alex Bernhard and will reach out to him.
DOT Update
Procedures for discussing items with the Commissioner

BPTAC letters, recommendations, etc. that have been previously submitted should not be resubmitted;
Commissioner Sheehan indicated that moving forward the Department would approach BPTAC for comments
and feedback on specific topics, policies, or projects and that otherwise if BPTAC had topics or issues that
warranted DOT (Commissioner) attention, they should be placed on subsequent BPTAC agendas so that the
Commissioner could assign appropriate staff to attend meetings to discuss topics. Any subjects not adequately
addressed should be kept as open agenda items and discussed at subsequent meetings

Other items

The Commissioner plans on establishing a small internal committee to draft a policy/framework that will have
standards and policies by which DOT staff can follow in order to be more proactive and consistent during the
course of their duties and project management in order to consider active transportation (the final scope isn’t set
yet, but this was the gist | garnered from a recent meeting...this may evolve a bit after the committee meets).
Some of the items mentioned in the “Lane Marking” subcommittee recommendations previously submitted for
Commissioner consideration may be discussed/ addressed by this group. The committee will likely be
comprised of Intermodal Facilities Engineer (Larry) and a representative from Preliminary Design, Final Design,
and Traffic. Once a draft policy is developed, this policy will be sent to the BPTAC for comments—NHDOT
will consider BPTAC’s comments before finalizing the policy/framework.

Discussion related to BPTAC morphing into a more Complete Streets-related committee will be contingent on
the outcome of the Complete Streets Legislative Study Committee recently established by SB 364

Advocacy Update

SB 364 was signed by the governor. About 100 tickets for the “ride to the Fisher Cats game” are still available.
Goffstown has voted to close the Goffstown Rail Trail during night time hours. About 20 abutters recently
spoke out in favor of the night time closure during a public meeting. 6 or so people who use the trail also spoke
out to keep the trail open during night time.

Phone call ended at 12:40pm

Next Meeting: September 28, 2016 11:00-1:00pm, NHDOT: 5 Hazen Drive, Room 205 — Materials and
Research Building.


http://bwanh.org/events/bwanh-day-at-the-fisher-cats/
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