Notes from Interagency Conference Call - 09/10/20

Present:

William Rose (NHDOT) Matt Waitkins (NRPC)

Glenn Davison (NHDOT) Dave Walker (RPC)

Linda Dusenberry (NHDOT) J.B. Mack (SWRPCQC)

Fred Butler (NHDOT) Pat Crocker (UVLSRPC)

Lucy St. Johns (NHDOT) Susan Slack (LRPC)

Tim White (NHDES) Dean Williams (CNHRPC)

Nate Miller (SNHPCQ) Eric Rackauskas (EPA Region 1)
Carl Eppich (SNHPC) Leigh Levine (FHWA NH Division)
Colin Lentz (SRPQ) Leah Sirmin (FTA Region 1)

Gregg Lantos (NRPC)
September Minor Revisions

e William Rose noted that the September report had a number of newly added minor revisions due
to the end of the federal fiscal year and federal funding redistribution to New Hampshire.

e Linda Dusenberry advised that the Clean Air Act code for the Nashua-Manchester 40818 project
(i.e. Capitol Corridor) has been updated from "ATT" to E-34.

e There were no additional questions or comments on the September minor revisions.

Agency Updates

e Eric Rackauskas reported that preliminary planning is underway for the next Northern
Transportation and Air Quality Summit, which is expected to be a virtual event.

e Tim White reported that seven (7) projects have been identified for the FY 2019 State Clean Diesel
Program. The FY 2020 solicitation for the State Clean Diesel Program is expected to be announced
this fall.

e Leigh Levine advised that he recently sent a reminder e-mail to interagency partners regarding air
quality conformity requirements, and that message included an approved template for
conducting a planning-level air quality conformity analysis.

e Leigh Levine noted that the FHWA upcoming Value Capture Virtual Peer Exchange is scheduled
for September 24" at 1:00 PM.

e Leigh Levine noted that the next “Talking Freight” seminar is scheduled for September 16" at 1:00
PM.

Other Business



e Fred Butler reported that the next solicitation of FTA Section 5305(e) funding (Statewide Transit
Planning and Research) will be announced in the November/December timeframe, and advised
that RPCs begin coordinating with their transit providers to identify potential projects.

The next Interagency Consultation conference call will be held on October 8, 2020 at 1:00 PM.



Interagency Conference Call Meeting Notes —08/13/2020 by Dave Walker

Roll Call

Leah Sirmin, FTA; Leigh Levine, FHWA; Matt Waitkins & Gregg Lantos, NRPC; Eric Rackauskas, EPA; Colin
Lentz, SRPC; J.B. Mack, SWRPC; Katie Lamb, NCC; Meghan Butts, UVLSRPC; Susan Slack, LRPC; Nate
Miller & Carl Eppich, SNHPC; William Rose, Lucy St. John, Linda Dusenberry, and Glenn Davison, Fred
Butler, Bill Watson, NHDOT; Chris Skoglund, NHDES; Dave Walker, RPC

August TIP Minor Revision
No questions received via email prior to the meeting. Given the late notification of changes to the
minor, William Rose asked if there were any follow up questions on those and there were none. Bill
Watson discussed the Keene TAP Project included in the most recent revision to the minor (Project
40439 on Page 9) and the unique circumstances involved. The project is managed by the city and
they are eager to advertise and would like to bundle some additional paving work adjacent to the
project for cost/time savings of letting just one contract. The TAP project is increasing in cost by
$60,000 but the adjacent paving work would add another $400,000 in Non-Par funding. The project
is not currently included in the TAP programmatic in STIP as it includes non-par funds. The change in
the federal funding is well within the thresholds of a minor revision but the non-par funding
complicates the matter. If the funding change was all federal it would require a full amendment but
the revision procedures do not directly address Non-Par funds. NHDOT asked if there is any concern
in continuing to consider this a minor revision to facilitate the project moving forward quickly. Leigh
Levine asked NHDOT to further explain how this could be considered a minor given the existing STIP
revision procedures. Bill Watson responded that the revision procedures aren’t clear about how
adding Non-Par funding should be handled. William Rose brought up an example of how an
Earmarked project was handled similarly in the past. J.B. Mack stated he felt the intent of the STIP
Revisions is to make aware of changes in federal funding. Dave Walker mentioned he had no
problem with adding the non-par in a Minor. Nate Miller thought it was a welcome change, and it is
encouraging to see towns add non-par. No objections were raised by other planning partners to
handle this project change as a minor revision. FHWA needs some additional time to consider the
issue.

STIP Update Schedule
The latest version of the schedule was sent with interagency mailing on 8/11. RPC cannot meet this
timeline as there is not enough time between the 1/15 interagency and a February policy committee
meeting for the required 30-day comment period. William stated that the end of the schedule
would be extended to accommodate the additional needed time and that NHDOT will follow-up
after the meeting. No other comments.

Agency Updates
e EPA - No updates this month
e FTA — Congratulations to Nashua Transit for a recent grant award.
e FHWA — New FHWA On-demand PEL Webinars that Leigh sent an email about on 7/20. FHWA
Virtual Peer exchange on enhancing public involvement with traditionally underserved
communities on 8/17. Sent via email on 7/22. ROUTES Applicant Toolkit — guidance for




discretionary grant sent on 8/3. Letter from FHWA to AMPO on concerns related to COVID-19.
Reminders on current flexibilities. Provided questions to EPA to verify what conformity
requirements will be in place for the TIP/STIP Update. Will send out to MPOs via email and will
plan to discuss at next interagency meeting.

Other Business

DES — 2™ Round of DERA project selection is nearly completed. Deadline for Electrify America
grants is this Friday (8/14).

Next meeting 09/10/2020



New Hasmpihive THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
m DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Department of Transportation

Victoria F. Sheehan William Cass, P.E.
Commissioner Assistant Commissioner

Interagency Conference

NHDOT | 7 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH
July 9, 2020 at 1:00 pm
Meeting minutes

Attendees: DES-Tim White, FHWA- Leigh Levine, NCC- Katie Lamb, UVLSRPC- Pat Crocker, LRPC-
Susan Slack, SWRPC- JB Mack, CNHRPC- Dean Williams, SRPC- Colin Lentz, SNHPC- Nate Miller,
NRPC- Gregg Lantos & Matt Waitkins, NHDOT- William Rose, Linda Dusenberry and Lucy ST. John.
e Roll Call of Attending Members
o William Rose called the meeting to order at 1:00pm

e July Minor Revision
o William Rose noted that NHDOT had received several comments re: the July
Minor revisions and the comments had been addressed by NHDOT.
o Rose asked if there were any additional comments.
o There were no additional comments.

e Agency Updates
o NHDES - Tim White
= 2019 DERA Request for Proposals (RFP) — Round 2 Applications were
due on June 3.
= 16 proposals were received.
= NHDES will review and score the proposals and notify grantees by the
end of July.

o FHWA — Leigh Levine
= Reminder about FHWA virtual peer exchange program. There are two
webinars scheduled in July:

v lowa Department of Transportation's (lowa DOT) Public Involvement
Management Application (PIMA) tool, Tuesday, July 21, 2:00 —
3:30pm

v FHWA'’s Value Capture Implementation Team. Thursday, July 23,
2020 from 1:00-3:00 p.m. ET.

e Other Business
o None

¢ Next Monthly Meeting August 13, 2020
e Meeting adjourned at 1:06pm
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New Hasmpihive THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
m DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Department of Transportation

Victoria F. Sheehan William Cass, P.E.

Commissioner Assistant Commissioner

Interagency Conference

NHDOT | 7 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH
June 11, 2020 at 1:00 pm
Meeting Notes

Attendees: DES-Tim White, EPA-Eric Papetti,FTA-Leah Sirmin, FHWA- Leigh Levine, NCC- Katie Lamb,
UVLSRPC- Alex Belenz, LRPC-Susan Slack, SWRPC- JB Mack, CNHRPC- Dean Williams, SRPC- Colin
Lentz, SNHPC- Nate Miller & Carl Eppich, RPC- Dave Walker, NRPC- Gregg Lantos & Matt Waitkins,
NHDOT- William Rose, Linda Dusenberry and Lucy ST. John.

ROLL CALL

June Minor Revision: William noted no comments or questions had been received. Dean raised a
guestion about Project 42864- he noted the listing includes Upper Valley but it is not clear from the
scope that the project actually extends into the Upper Valley region. NHDOT stated they will check
and remove Upper Valley if appropriate.
STIP Amendment #4: FHWA sent approval for Amendment 4 earlier on June 11%.
Other Business:
o NHDES:
= 1) Latest round of Clean Diesel program applications were due June 3'; 15
applications were received and DES is now scoring and ranking and plans to let
applicants know the status next month.
= 2) Electrify America is developing their Cycle 3 investment plan for EV charging and
is seeking input and there is an upcoming webinar; Tim sent the webinar link to the
RPC executive directors. DES will work to coordinate a response from RPCs that
want to provide input, similar to how that was done for the Cycle 2 process.
o EPA: Eric will be busy and out of the office in early July; contact Ariel Garcia for any urgent
needs.
o FHWA:
= 1) Leigh noted that Amendment #4 was approved as a single-mode amendment in
accordance with FHWA & FTA’s MOA because it did not include any transit projects
and no conformity was required. Leigh also noted the approval includes language
strongly encouraging the agencies to updated their public involvement procedures
to include VPI, with a reminder to follow the 45-day comment period where
applicable.
= 2) Leigh mentioned some questions have come up about reauthorization and
current proposals being developed by the House, Senate, and the Administration
respectively. Leigh will be available to present information to TACs or other
interested boards once there is a new authorization in place but isn’t able to provide
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discussion on the various proposed versions. If HQ shares any information, he will
pass it along.
= 3) FHWA anticipates 2020 Census determinations on new UZAs and UZA
boundaries will be released in Spring 2022. This is something to keep in mind when
developing the next UPWPs since there is often work required for boundary
smoothing, functional classification changes, etc.
e Next meeting- July 9"

Meeting adjourned 1:15 pm



New Himpihise THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Department of Transportation

Victoria F. Sheehan William Cass, P.E.
Commissioner Assistant Commissioner

Interagency Consultation Meeting
NHDOT- Teleconference Call
Thursday, May 14, 2020
1:00 pm
Meeting Notes

In attendance: Call-in attendee via conference phone:

NCC: Katie Lamb

UVLSRPC: Pat Crocker

SWRPC: J.B. Mack

CNHRPC: Dean Williams

SRPC: Colin Lentz

SNHPC: Nate Miller

RPC: Dave Walker

NRPC: Gregg Lantos & Matt Waitkins
NHDES: Tim White

FHWA: Paul Maloney

EPA: Eric Rackauskas

NHDOT: Linda Dusenberrry, Lucy St. John, Bill Watson, William Rose

May Minor (Administrative Modification)

William noted that no questions regarding the May Minor had been received, and that NHDOT had proposed
some changes which had been circulated to the IAC previously. There was no further discussion regarding this
item.

STIP Amendment 4 Updates

There were no questions or comments offered regarding this item.

Public Involvement procedures follow-up discussion
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NHDOT Interagency Meeting Notes
Thursday- May 14, 2020
Page 2 of 3

William Rose noted this is a continuation of some comments from the April meeting. Both NHDOT and MPOs
are operating under the Governor’s order- emergency provisions and provisions of RSA 91-A. Question if any
additional guidance has been provided by FHWA. Paul Maloney noted that Leigh Levine has reached out to
headquarters, and was waiting to hear back. Public Involvement Plans (PIP) at some point will need to be
amended to include virtual meetings. William Rose noted that NHDOT reached out to the MPOs and all are in
compliance per the provisions in the state statutes. William asked if anyone disagreed.

Gregg Lantos, agreed but commented that they can’t amend the TIP without a public hearing and need to wait
until they can congregate. William explained that the MPOs Public Involvement Plans all reference the state
statues and because the Executive Emergency Order mandates the use Virtual Public Involvement for
government meetings in NH, we (MPOs and NHDOT) are covered.

Bill Watson, NHDOT commented that we need more clarification from FHWA. Also based on some indication
from the Division Administrator, while there are still some questions and answered on how the State handles
public involvement, this is the best that can be done now, and that we may need to make some improvement in
the Public Involvement Plans (PIP) when there is an opportunity to make the changes in the PIP.

Paul Maloney, FHWA noted they understand that everyone’s back is against the wall. They are trying to
ascertain what can be done and also be flexible, and will continue to work with their partners. He noted that
this isn’t a “cold stop” but if possible to comply with the federal requirements. He noted that these kinds of
question are being asked all around the country, and we can’t just call other states (for example Ohio and
Nevada) as they also need to talk with the program staff in Washington D.C. At this point, no higher up
guidance has been released. In the big picture, they don’t want to hold up if we did everything possible, but
when the first opportunity exists to make changes to the PIP this will need to happen. He won’t commit to
Leigh’s approve, but noted they will do everything they can to make it right considering the on-going situation.

William Rose commented that when things get back to “normal” one of the things on the to do list is to update
the Public Involvement Plan language to address these types of situations.

NHDES Updates

Tim White reminded the MPOS and TAC to reinforce announcement regarding the 2019 State Clean Diesel
Program grant solicitation process. There is approximately $300,000 left from the 1 round, which is available
for the 2" round. Application are due June 3". Information is available on the NHDES website and by contact
him if anyone has questions. are due in early May. Purpose is to utilize the remaining $300,000 left from the
EPA grant source.

EPA Updates

No updates. The building in Boston closed and all staff are teleworking.

Federal Highway Updates




NHDOT Interagency Meeting Notes
Thursday- May 14, 2020
Page 3 of 3

e The office is open and mail is being delivered. Very few people go into the office. Reminded everyone
if you mail something, please also send an email or call to make them aware. Noted there was a recent
issue with the delivery of the Public Road Mileage- HPMS information submittal.

e Financial Asset Management workshop for June 16 & 17 has been cancelled.
e Everyday Counts Peer Exchange- will likely be a virtual meeting.

e Performance Planning & Programming training (NTI) for June 17 & 17 cancelled, and will likely be
rescheduled.

Other Business - None

Next monthly meeting - June 11, 2020

Meeting Adjourned- approximately 1:17p.m.




New Hasnpshire THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Department of Transportation

Victoria F. Sheehan William Cass, P.E.
Commissioner Assistant Commissioner

Interagency Meeting
NHDOT- Teleconference Call
Remote Meeting due to COVID-19 Situation
Thursday, April 9, 2020
1:00 pm
Meeting Notes

In attendance: Call-in attendee via conference phone:

Central NH Regional Planning Commission- Dean Williams

Lakes Region Planning Commission- Susan Slack

Nashua Regional Planning Commission- Gregg Lantos and Matt Waitkins
North Country Council- Katie Lamb

Rockingham Planning Commission- Dave Walker

Southern NH Planning Commission- Nate Miller and Carl Eppich
Southwest Regional Planning Commission- JB Mack

Strafford Regional Planning Commission- Colin Lentz

Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission- Meghan Butts
DES- Tim White

EPA- Eric Rackauskas

FTA- Leah Sirmin

FHWA- Leigh Levine

NHDOT- William Rose, Linda Dusenberry & Lucy St. John.

AU LO PN O AW R

COVID-19 Coordination Check-in

e Leigh Levine noted that most of the FHWA staff is working remoting, with limited access to the
building. He is waiting on responses from headquarters (HD) in Washington DC regarding COVID
questions what have been raised by the various partners.

e EPA noted that all of Region I staff is required to work remotely until at least May 4th.

e It was noted that almost everyone is working remotely, with only a few people actually going into their
respective office.

April Minor (Administrative Modification)
e NHDOT received one question on the minor regarding if any construction delay is anticipated.
NHDOT staff responded to the question. No further questions during the call. All agreed ok as
presented.
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NHDOT Interagency Meeting Notes
Thursday, April 9, 2020
Page 2 of 3

2019-2022 STIP Update

e STIP Amendment 3 was approved.
e STIP Amendment 4 will be released in the next few days. NHDOT noted that there are approximately
nine (9) projects in this amendment.

Federal Highway Updates

e Leigh noted he sent out reminders of upcoming webinars - FHWA Value Capture Virtual Peer
Exchange/Workshop and the Talking Freight webinar on Freight Mobility in the Suburban Context.

e Leigh provided a brief update on the recent meeting held with NHDOT on setting safety targets, and
trying to ensure that the MPOs have access to safety data.

e Leigh noted that bicycle/pedestrian fatalities have increased and that a one-day safety workshop is being
planned for this summer. More information to follow.

NHDES Updates

e Tim White noted that a 2" round of solicitations for funding for the State Clean Diesel Program has
been announced. Grant proposals are due in early May. Purpose is to utilize the remaining $300,000 left
from the EPA grant source.

FTA Updates

Quick recap on the CARES Act transit provisions:
e Includes $25B for transit nationwide- $31M for NH between 5311 and 5307 (apportionment tables are
here- https://www.transit.dot.gov/cares-act-apportionments)
e Split letters are required as usual
e All activities typically eligible under 5311/5307 are eligible for these CARES Act funds (planning,
operations, capital) plus there is expanded operating eligibility for all recipients
e Funds are 100% federal- no local match is required
e S/TIP requirements for CARES Act funds:
o Operating expenses DO NOT need to be included in the TIP/STIP
o Capital expenses that do not include substantial functional, locational, or capacity changes DO
NOT need to be included in the TIP/STIP (e.g. PM, vehicle replacement)
o Capital projects that include substantial functional, locational, or capacity changes DO need to be
in the TIP/STIP
e FTA’s CARES Act website (https://www.transit.dot.gov/cares-act) includes recording of webinar on the
program and FAQs which are being expanded on an ongoing bases

EPA Updates

e No other updates.


https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.transit.dot.gov%2Fcares-act-apportionments&data=02%7C01%7Crackauskas.eric%40epa.gov%7Cf619f5f10c934c90801c08d7dcad7048%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637220509779011226&sdata=rnQmFjtBRzqcC0%2BOGvBjBjCP06t7GJ5ZqvPQm7wYfms%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.transit.dot.gov%2Fcares-act&data=02%7C01%7Crackauskas.eric%40epa.gov%7Cf619f5f10c934c90801c08d7dcad7048%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637220509779011226&sdata=K1j52G3itQ8rehaywT5yxb5o17TZaDVZcBcXAdDbM98%3D&reserved=0

NHDOT Interagency Meeting Notes
Thursday, April 9, 2020

Page 3 of 3

Other Business

William Rose asked the MPOs about their public involvement procedures during this COVID-19 crisis,
specifically are they set to conduct remote meeting, or what process do they intend to exercise to
facilitate public involvement for the STIP Amendment process. Each of the RPCs provided an
update.

» Rockingham — working on solution using combination of Zoom/other video service and
publicinput.com subscription. Planning for a virtual meeting.

» Strafford — Hade one meeting with the Commission, but have not conducted an actual remote
meeting. or even tried having a remote meeting. There issue is that they can’t access their building
location at all. They are looking into how to publish without having a physical location. They
anticipate having a remote meeting in May

» Southern — have paid for Zoom subscription, scheduling virtual meetings to test things out. Will
be following any guidance provided by NHDOT and the federal partners.

> Nashua — Executive Committee will meet virtually on April 20" using GoToMeeting, will follow
all instructions to ensure they meet all State public hearing guidelines as outlined in the Governor’s
Executive Orders.

NHDOT asked the RPCS to start considering a schedule and process for TIP updates to approve

Amendment 4 on an expedited schedule. NHDOT will continue to communicate with the Federal

agencies and provide all guidance update as it becomes available.

Next monthly meeting May 14, 2020



New Hampshire Interagency Consultation Meeting Notes — Thursday, March 12, 2020

Attendees: Lucy St. John — NHDOT, Linda Dusenberry — NHDOT, Fred Butler — NHDOT, Katie Lamb - NCC,
Susan Slack - LRPC, J.B. Mack — SWRPC, Dean Williams - CNHRPC, Nate Miller — SNHPC, Carl Eppich -
SNHPC, Matt Waitkins — NRPC, Gregg Lantos — NRPC, Dave Walker — RPC, Colin Lentz - SRPC, Leah Sirmin
— FTA, Eric Rackauskas — EPA, Tim White — NHDES, Leigh Levine — FHWA.

March Minor Revision:

No questions or comments

STIP Amendment 3:

Should be sent to FHWA/FTA on Monday for review and approval. Draft Amendment 4 coming out in a
few weeks.

Federal Agency Updates & Other Business

None

Next Monthly Meeting April 9, 2020

Meeting Notes Submitted by Leigh Levine, FHWA



NHDOT Interagency Meeting

Meeting Notes
February 13, 2020

Meeting Notes
Roll Call of Attending Members
Pat Crocker (UVLSRPC) Eric Rackauskas (EPA)
JB Mack (SWRPC) Leah Sirmin (FTA)
Dean Williams (CNHRPC) Leigh Levine (FHWA)
Nate Miller (SNHPC) Fred Butler (NHDOT)
Carl Eppich (SNHPC) Lucy St. John (NHDOT
Colin Lentz (SRPC) Linda Dusenberry (NHDOT)
Dave Walker (RPC) Bill Watson (NHDOT)
Gregg Lantos (NRPC) William Rose (NHDOT)

Tim White (NHDES)
William Rose commenced the meeting at 1:00.

February Minor Revision

William Rose noted that an updated docket had been provided earlier in the day. The updated docket
was provided to show that new funds had been added to the Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP) in
FY2020 and 2021. This new information was a recent development and the inclusion of these details in
the February Minor was done at the request of FHWA. Rose noted that there had been some minor
qguestions from IAC partners and those had been addressed directly by staff. Rose then asked if there
were any additional questions on the February Minors.

Dave Walker re-emphasized his objection to processing project changes as part of monthly minors when
the only change to the project is related to inflation changes resulting from non-monetary changes to
project estimates. He said it makes sense to show a change in at project if the programmed funds are
changing due to adjustment in the scope or budget, but otherwise didn’t think that NHDOT should
change how the project appears in the STIP. William Rose noted that that the STIP plan is based on
NHDOT’s Project Management Information System (ProMIS) data, and reminded the partners that
ProMIS applies inflation to projects based on a business rule of the estimate date plus 1 year. Rose
noted that changes to estimates re-set the system data to the most recent estimate, and inflation is
applied based on the new estimate date. Bill Watson further noted that many of these changes are in
response to NHDOT obligations under agreements with FHWA that require review and update of project
estimates every 3-6 months, and ProMIS picks up those changes. This includes changes to inflation rates
as project get closer to construction. Dave Walker reiterated that he felt this was an unnecessary
administrative burden.

STIP Amendment 3

William announced that NHDOT had received Rockingham RPC’s approval letter for Amendment #3
following their policy committee meeting on 2/12. Rose noted his understanding that the other MPOs
were on schedule as well. Rose noted that the Southern NH Planning Commission is the last in the
schedule for completion (anticipated on February 25%). Rose further noted that NHDOT’s public
comment period will be ending on March 4 following all the anticipated MPO approval dates. Rose



noted that barring any unexpected changes to the STIP based on the remaining public comment periods,
he expected to have the amended STIP delivered to FHWA & FTA by 3/11.

STIP Amendment 4 and Update Schedule

William said he would follow up with a document, but NHDOT is considering a schedule that allows us to
accomplish the goal of 4 amendments per year, while also avoiding the post-memorial day/summer
season RPC meeting conflicts that we generally run into with the last amendment of the year. Rose said
that based on this initial schedule, NHDOT plans to have an Amendment 4 draft to the Interagency
partners around March 19" - 3 weeks in advance of the formal presentation at the April 9™ Interagency
meeting. William asked that the interagency partners please consider a shorter 10-day comment period
for amendment 4 to allow the proposed schedule to be kept.

William Rose explained that he expected the legislative process to result in a June approval of the draft
Ten Year Plan. This will trigger the process for updating the STIP. He said NHDOT planned to submit a
draft STIP update to the MPOs in December of 2020 and then at the January 2021 interagency meeting
it will be a formally introduced and dates will be discussed. Leigh Levine noted that MPO air quality
maintenance areas are also set to expire in January of 2021. This could eliminate the need to address CO
(Carbon Monoxide) conformity relative to the STIP update. Leigh Levine said he would consult with Eric
Rackauskas from EPA to ensure compliance. Eric Rackauskas said he would investigate details with
FHWA and get back to Interagency at a future meeting.

Federal Agency Updates

Leah Sirmin reminded attendees that FTA’s FY20 appropriations had been posted on their website.
Several grants are currently open. She noted that FTA Region 1 also a new Regional Deputy
Administrator - Michelle Muhlanger. Eric Rackauskas added that EPA Region 1 also had a somewhat new
Regional Deputy Administrator: Denis Deziel (who is a NH native).

Leigh Levine reminded attendees about two upcoming events that he had recently emailed about. An
Every Day Counts workshop is being held on March 26™ and 27%. The location will either be the Volpe
Center or at MassDOT and he’ll have more information soon. Leigh said partners from MA, ME, NH, and
VT have been invited and he’d heard from 3 of the 4 NH MPOs that they were interested. He said
conference attendance costs would be a UPWP-eligible expense.

Another conference is a Northern NE Rural Transportation Summit on March 26™. FHWA is partnering
with other agencies to present the free event. Leigh said he had sent a link via email. MPOs, other public
agencies, and municipalities are all invited. The summit will be at Plymouth State University in Plymouth,
NH. Bill Watson noted that at the regional summit, representatives from ME, NH, and VT will be hosting
a panel discussion on Local Public Agency (LPA) processes. This is a good opportunity to engage with
other states relevant to NH’s recent effort to identify opportunities to improve their LPA approach. JB
Mack asked if there was a final agenda yet. Bill Watson said the agenda may not have been finalized, but
he will send a draft agenda if it’s available.

Other Business
No other business brought at the conference.

Next Monthly Interagency Meeting - March 12, 2020



NH Interagency Consultation
NHDOT - 7 Hazen Dr., Concord, NH
January 9, 2020 @ 1pm
Meeting Notes

Roll call of attending members :

Dean Williams (CNHRPC) Meghan Butts (UVLSRPC)
Susan Slack (LRPC) William Rose (NHDOT)
Carl Eppich (SNHPC) Lucy St John (NHDOT)
Colin Lentz (SRPQC) Linda Dusenberry (NHDOT)
Alex Belensz (NCQ) Tim White (NHDES)

Gregg Lantos (NRPC) Eric Rackauskas (EPA R1)
Dave Walker (RPQ) Leigh Levine (FHWA)

J.B. Mack (SWRPC)
January Minor Revision

William noted that several questions regarding the revision had been received and addressed
prior to the meeting. There were no other questions on the minor revision.

STIP Amendment 3

William noted that staff had corrected an error in programmed funding for Project 42886
(Manchester). The project is one of the recently awarded CMAQ projects and PE should be
programed in 2021 and not 2022 as is currently shown in the amendment. Also, Colin noted that,
for Milton, NH Lebanon, ME Project 40658, he is assuming that construction is to be removed
from the amendment. William agreed and noted that CON funds had been moved out of the
STIP years based on some delays in NEPA. Dave asked about the CMAQ programmatic titled F7A
Transfer was included in the amendment and wondered if there was an easier way to track this as
opposed to creating new programmatic projects in the STIP. He suggested as an option just using
notes to track transfers. William explained that this particular CMAQ project was showing in the
amendment because it was a specific project in ProMIS. Dave suggested that, for the future, some
way be found to handle transfers without adding projects to the STIP. It was noted by William
that they would look at the possibility of handling future transfers through notes. Leigh noted
that based on the scope change to the Merrimack 10136D project, a different air quality
exemption code should be used. William noted that staff would be making the changes discussed
and resending a corrected amendment docket to IAC.



The discussion then turned to the timing for MPO approval of the amendment. William reminded
the group about the request from the RPCs at the December IAC meeting for an abbreviated
public comment period of 10 to 15 days. Gregg suggested that because of the scope change to
the Merrimack project, a full 30-day comment period might be appropriate. After further
discussion, Colin asked if MPOs could adopt comment periods of different lengths but William
and Leigh noted that their interpretation of the STIP Revision Procedures didn't appear to allow
this. After further discussion, it was decided that a 15-day public comment period would be
adopted for Amendment 3.

The MPOs noted their expectations re: public comment closings:

SRPC: 2/21/2020
SNHPC: 2/25/2020
RPC: 2/12/2020
NRPC: 2/19/2020

Federal Agency Updates

There were no updates from EPA. Leigh noted that FHWA has signed off on the updated STIP
Revision Procedures and he added that all of the MPOs have posted their List of Obligated
Projects. Also, the Federal-Aid Program is now off the Continuing Resolution and full
appropriation will be forthcoming. He added that there is a webinar at 2PM today on FHWA's
Virtual Public Involvement Initiative. Leigh also mentioned the email he sent out on January 6™
on the FHWA/NREL Corridor Measurement Tool to aid State and local officials in analyzing
alternative fuel corridors in their State or region.

Meeting adjourned: 1:30pm

The next Interagency Conference call is scheduled for meeting will be held on Thursday, February
13,



NHDOT Interagency Meeting
Meeting Notes
December 12, 2019

William Rose opened the meeting at 1:00 pm.

In attendance: In person (*) and call-in attendee via conference phone. Those not in attendance
are identified below.

e Central NH Regional Planning e Southwest Regional Planning
Commission- Dean Williams Commission- Henry Underwood

e Lakes Region Planning Commission- e Upper Valley Regional Planning
Susan Slack Commission- Patricia Crocker

e Nashua Regional Planning e NHDOT- William Rose, Linda
Commission- Gregg Lantos Dusenberry, Lucy St. John & Fred

e Rockingham Planning Commission- Butler*** and Bill Watson via phone

Dave Walker & Scott Bogle
e Southern NH Planning Commission-
Nate Miller & Carl Eppich

FHWA- Leigh Levine*
FTA- Leah Sirmin
EPA - Eric Rackauskas
DES- Tim White

December Minor Revision:

v Linda Dusenberry provided a brief explanation regarding Statewide Tier Il projects # 42292
& 42272. In the revision reports comments she had referred to them as “new”, but they
weren’t really new projects as they were previously included in the Sept & October reports.
Both projects are increasing funds, so they need to stay in the minor. Linda noted that this
was an issue re: how ProMIS treats minor revisions between amendments.

v Linda Dusenberry provided comments on Plaistow-Kingston project # 10044E. There was a
large decease, but this is outside the STIP years. The scope had already been changed from
5- lanes to 3- lanes. Just the funding is changes in this minor.

v"If no comments, want to get approval of the minor (how), so they can be wrapped up with
Amendment 2.

STIP Amendment 2 Updates:

v" William Rose noted that the four (4) MPOs public comment periods are completed, and
NHDOT’s will conclude on Wednesday, December 18™. NHDOT anticipated packaging
Amendment 2 by the end of next week and transmitting to the federal agencies for
approval.

v Bill Watson asked FHWA and FTA when NHDOT might expect to see approval of
Amendment 2. Leigh Levine noted that he isn’t aware of any major issues and a reasonable
estimate for FHWA approval is 30 days (or sooner), but this could vary due to the upcoming
holidays and Continuing Resolution. Leah Sirmin (FTA) noted she anticipates approval
within one week.



NHDOT Interagency Meeting Notes
Thursday, December 12, 2019
Page 2 of 3

Federal Agencies Updates

Eric Rackauskas (EPA Region): None

Leah Sirmin (FTA)

>

Provide overview of initiative - Rural Opportunities to Use Transportation for Economic
Success (ROUTES). Request for information and comments due in late December. She will
forward more information about the initiative to William Rose, he will share with the other
Interagency partners.

Leigh Levine (FHWA)

>

Noted that FHWA is still working under the Continuing Resolution with funding to Dec 20,
2019 and this could have influence how timely the STIP amendment is approved.

Repeal of FAST Act Rescission- email had previously been sent out on this.

Annual List of Obligated Projects- reminded MPOS that this must be posted on their website
by the end of December 2019.

FHWA conducted an audit review of NHDOT projects, found the lack of proper
documentation. This was for S 350,000 project. He noted that per federal regulations
information must be kept on projects for 3- years. This was not just a NH issue, but
something they observed at the national level. Referred to the Project Fund Management
Guide for State Grants document.

Noted that SRPC staff Colin and Rachel in Washington participating in Performance Based —
TPM peer sharing event.

Asset Management Workshop at NHDOT next week, NRPC Gregg Lantos will be
participating.

Other Business

Audit Discussion:

>

Bill Watson, NHDOT inquired about the $ 350,000 audit project, if it was a LPA or NHDOT
managed project. Discussion followed on CFR 200. Bill noted that we all need to be more
aware of the requirements, as some of the CMAQ application were disqualified due to CRF
200.

Dave Walker, RPC inquired if the FHWA audit was done on all NHDOT projects or a sample.
Bill Watson noted that audits are typically done on a sample of projects, certainly not 100%
of the projects.

» Leigh Levine noted that the audits were conducted on about % dozen projects.

Revision Procedures:
» William Rose noted that the Revision Procedures were transmitted to the federal partners

for approval, for the 2" time. It is anticipated that they will be approved before the next
Interagency Meeting in January.



NHDOT Interagency Meeting Notes

Thursday, December 12, 2019

Page 3 of 3

Timeline for other Amendments in this Fiscal Year, and timing of other updates:

>

Y V V

Nate Miller asked about the timing for processing other amendments in the fiscal year,
considering the Ten Year Plan (TYP) process, and the STIP update once the TYP is approved.
He noted that this timeline gets tights and would like suggest that the process for approving
future amendments in the fiscal year be expedited by reducing the public comment period
as a possible consideration.

William Rose asked the other Interagency partners for comments on this proposal.

Greg Lantos noted he doesn’t see any issues.

Dave Walker noted that he doesn’t see any issues, and he generally has been supportive of
having a reduced public comment period, 10-15 days instead of 30 days. He doesn’t know
what types of projects would be in Amendment 3, but is generally supportive of the reduced
public comment period. He noted that he hasn’t seen any noticeable change in the number
of comments received if the comment period is 10-15 or 30 days in length. He also
suggested that if a shorter comment period is used, he would contact the town, for example
Plaistow —Kingston to make sure they are aware of it and to garner any concerns or issues.
Leigh Levine noted he didn’t see any objections, is supportive but this depends on the
details.

Leah Sirmin noted FTA is supportive of future conversations of the topic, not opposed to use
a shorten public comment period when appropriate.

William Rose summarized that based on the conversation today there doesn’t appear to be
any objection on a reduced public comment period for STIP amendments. NHDOT will
prepare draft Amendment 3 for discussion at the January 9% Interagency meeting.

Meeting adjourned: 1:35pm.

Next Monthly Meeting January 9, 2020



Notes from Interagency Conference Call - 11/14/19

Present:

William Rose (NHDOT) Gregg Lantos (NRPC)

Lucy St. John (NHDOT) Dave Walker (RPC)

Linda Dusenberry (NHDOT) J.B. Mack (SWRPQ)

Fred Butler (NHDOT) Pat Crocker (UVLSRPC)

Tim White (NHDES) Eric Rackauskas (EPA Region 1)
Nate Miller (SNHPC) Leigh Levine (FHWA NH Division)

Colin Lentz (SRPQ)

November Minor Revision

There were no comments on the proposed November Minor Revisions.

Linda Dusenberry advised that scope-only changes on the November Minor Revision report
were not included in the accompanying spreadsheet. NHDOT is working on correcting this to
ensure that scope-only changes are included on the spreadsheet in the future.

STIP Amendment #2 Updates

SRPC confirmed their public hearing to consider adoption of Amendment #2 is scheduled for
November 15, 2019.

SNHPC confirmed their public hearing to consider adoption of Amendment #2 is scheduled for
November 26, 2019.

NRPC confirmed their public hearing to consider adoption of Amendment #2 is scheduled for
November 20, 2019.

RPC confirmed their public hearing to consider adoption of Amendment #2 is scheduled for
December 11, 2019.

Tim White noted that Nashua-Merrimack-Bedford projects #13761A and #13761D are non-
exempt as it relates to the Clean Air Act. Linda Dusenberry advised that NHDOT would correct
this and send out a revised Amendment #2 report reflecting the non-exempt classification for
these projects.

Federal Agency Updates

Leigh Levine advised that FHWA has sent comments to NHDOT and RPC Directors on the draft
FY 2021-2030 Ten-Year Plan. The comments were primarily focused on fiscal constraint
considerations.

Leigh Levine reported that FHWA is organizing a Northern New England Rural Transportation
Financing Summit. The tentative dates for the summit will be March 25-26, 2020. FHWA is
evaluating potential locations in New Hampshire for this event.

Leigh Levine reported that there will be an Asset Management Workshop on December 18,
2019.



Leigh Levine noted that Colin Lentz and Rachel Dewey of SRPC will be representing NH MPOs at
the upcoming Transportation Performance Management (TPM) and Performance-Based
Planning and Programming (PBPP) Implementation Workshop for the Northeast Region to be
held on December 10-12, 2019 in Washington, DC. Leigh Levine asked that NHDOT consider
sending a representative to participate in the workshop.

Other Business

Nate Miller congratulated NHDOT on their successful BUILD Grant application for the Hinsdale-
Brattleboro bridge.

Dave Walker asked about the status of the obligated projects export that MPOs rely on to do
their required Annual List of Obligated Projects report. William Rose advised that NHDOT
intends to send this export to MPOs during the week of November 18, 2019.

Colin Lentz asked about the pending FAST Act rescission and its effect on New Hampshire.
Leigh Levine agreed to ask FHWA NH Division finance staff to participate in an upcoming
Interagency Consultation meeting to discuss the rescission in detail.

William Rose reported that there have been some minor wording tweaks to the draft STIP
Revision Procedures based on discussions between NHDOT and FHWA. William Rose advised
that he will send interagency partners the most current draft of the STIP Revision Procedures for
review.

William Rose noted that bids came in higher than anticipated for Lebanon-Hartford Project
#16148 and that the project will need to be re-bid. NHDOT has already received plan,
specification, and estimate (PS&E) approval for this project. William Rose asked if interagency
partners would consider this a post-construction authorization or a revision that would need to
go through the STIP process. No objections were raised about the need to add funding to the
Lebanon #16148 project. Interagency partners agreed that further discussion on the procedure
for handling similar cases in the future is warranted and should be included on a future
Interagency Consultation agenda.



Interagency Conference Call Meeting Notes —10/10/2019 by Dave Walker

Roll Call
Leah Sirmin, FTA; Leigh Levine, FHWA; Matt Waitkins & Gregg Lantos, NRPC; Eric Rackauskas,
EPA; Dean Williams, CNHRPC; J.B. Mack, SWRPC; Alex Belensz, North Country Council; Nate
Miller and Carl Eppich, SNHPC; William Rose, Lucy St. John, Linda Dusenberry, and Bill Watson,
NHDOT; Tim White, NHDES; Susan Slack, Lakes Region RPC; Dave Walker, RPC

October TIP Minor Revision
Nate Miller asked about PROGRAM (CART5307) and PROGRAM (MTA5307). Looks like not all of
the CART 5307 funding was added to the MTA 5307 program. These two projects will be pulled
from the October Minor Revision and incorporated into the November Minor Revision with
either updated numbers or an explanation as to why the combined total is different from the
two projects individually. A new version of October Minor Revision will be sent out later today
or tomorrow addressing this change.

Nate Miller asked about Manchester 41747. CMAQ project is a high priority for the community
and Nate has reached out to see if the change proposed in the October Minor Revision is
problematic for the community. Bill Watson stated that changes are generally based on progress
(or lack of progress) made on projects and the reasonableness of the schedule to complete
through design and environmental work.

STIP Amendment #2
No questions on Amendment #2. Plans for public comment period and approval dates were
shared by each of the MPOs:

SRPC—10/16/19 to 11/14/19 comment period. 11/15/19 Approval

SNHPC - Still verifying dates for the comment period. Worst-case scenario is approval
on 12/17/19

Nashua — Still unsure of exact comment period dates. 11/20/19 — Executive Committee
approval

RPC — Unsure of comment period dates but worst-case scenario is a 12/11/19 approval

STIP Procedures Update
All changes previously discussed have been incorporated into the Revision Procedures
document. Leigh asked about some particular language on page 9 regarding funding
authorization that seemed to repeat details that were noted on page. William noted that
questions seem to arise at regular intervals re: whether minor revisions need to be approved
prior to FHWA authorizing funds for projects featured in a minor. He stated that he wanted to
enshrine the ‘decision point’ for when federal approvals could be requested/granted in the
revision procedures to provide as a reference when the issue inevitably arises again. He offered
to work on revised language that identifies this decision point, while also eliminating any




redundant language in the revision procedures — and would coordinate the changes through
Leigh at FHWA. The IAC group concurred with this approach of NHDOT and FHWA working on
revisions to the document.

Nate Miller also noted that it might be a good time to revise the list of transit programmatic
projects on page 5 given the CART/MTA merger.

IAC concurred with this approach. Once the changes are made, the resultant draft will include
revised language and will move forward for approvals from front office and division
administrators.

Federal Agency Updates
No EPA updates related to transportation conformity

FTA — Nothing to report

FHWA — Nothing to report

Other Business
No other business raised

Next meeting 11/14/2019



