
New Hampshire Interagency Meeting 
October 11, 2018 

 

 Roll Call of Attending Members  
 
NH DOT- William Rose, Lucy St.John, Linda Dusenberry 
North Country Council – Alex Belensz 
Upper Valley- Meghan Butts 
Southwest RPC- J.B.Mack 
Central NH RPC- Dean Williams 
Southern NH RPC- Nate Miller, Adam Hlasny, Allan Yu 
Nashua RPC- Matt Waitkins 
Rockingham RPC-  Dave Walker 
Strafford RPC – Colin Lentz, Rachel Dewey 
FHWA  - Leigh Levine 
EPA- Eric Rackauskas  
DES-Tim White 
 
 

 

 October Administrative Modification  
 
Question was followed up offline, no further questions.  Comment from Leigh – Derry project listed as 
new, not added by way of amendment.  Non-par funds added to a programmatic project. 

 
 

 Obligation Report  
 
NHDOT is aware of need to provide listing of obligated projects to MPOs, intended to supply materials in 
November at interagency meeting.  Waiting for data to come online to catch up with end of Fed fiscal 
year. 
 
NHDOT website lists 2018 NH bridge construction work summary available online, request to have this 
looked into to see if similar info is available for prior years. 
 
A request was made to see what is required by region for programmatic funding that doesn’t go to 
specific projects.  More to follow. 

 
 

 Revision Procedure Follow-Up  
 
MPOs asked for opportunity to sit with regional transit providers to see what is going on with respective 
programmatic.  Some feedback has been received from various MPOs.  Appears most big questions 
have been answered, overall response from these meetings seems to be positive.  Will be re-visited in 
November before finalizing anything.   

 
 

 General Federal Highway Updates  
 
2018 request for nominations for alternative fuel corridor nominations due 1/31/2019.  Nominations need 
to come from State DOT or MPO.  NH DES mentioned they have assisted with nominations in the past.  
DES has not been involved in current (3

rd
) round of nominations, they are trying to decide if they’ll be 

involved going forward, more info to come. 
 



PM2 PM3 performance measures have been submitted, being reviewed by FWHA.  More to come soon. 
 
New federal year, online systems are in business 
 
STIP Amendment 5 should be in approval very soon. 
 
Leah and Leigh have been working on upcoming 2020 and 2021 performance base planning programs. 

 
 

 Other Business  
 
Matt at NRPC – question on ID of specific delivery of 10-year plan from prior email, William clarified 
question (Wants to know when [exact date] DOT will get list of candidate projects for 10 year plan).  

 

 Next Monthly Meeting November 8, 2018  
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Interagency Conference 

NHDOT | 7 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 

November 8, 2018 at 1:00 pm 

Meeting Notes 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 Roll Call of Attending Members 
o William Rose – NH DOT 
o Fred Butler– NH DOT 
o Lucy St. John– NH DOT 
o Linda Dusenberry– NH DOT 
o Eric Rackauskas – EPA 
o Tim White – NH DES 
o Leigh Levine – FHWA 
o Dean Williams – Central RPC 
o Nate Miller – Southern Planning Commission 
o Adam Hlasny – Southern Planning Commission 
o Meghan Butts – Upper Valley  
o Dave Walker – Rockingham Planning 
o Gregg Lantos – NRPC 
o Matt Waitkins - NRPC 

 

 November Administrative Modification 
o No remarks 

 

 Obligation Report 
o William noted that Obligation Report spreadsheet had been provided by NH 

DOT earlier this week and asked for comments. 
o Matt (NRPC) – where do we get information about transit obligated projects 
o William  

 NHDOT provides information specific to statewide transit (non-direct-
recipient projects). 

 Direct recipients (i.e. NTS) provide information directly to planning 
commissions. 

 



 
 
 
 

 Transit Programmatic Projects  
o William – reminded group of the effort to streamline how MPO’s provide 

information about transit programmatics to NH DOT.  
o William asked if there are any outstanding issues; there were none of note. Fred 

Butler concurred. 
o William noted this was the last remining issue in the larger effort to update S/TIP 

revision procedures. 
o Final DRAFT revision procedures will be provided at December interagency 

meeting. Final comments then and finalize revision procedures in January 
(2019). 

 

 General Federal Highway Updates 
o Leigh Levine gave update: 

 Alternative fuel corridor nominations still being solicited 
- Tim White (NH DES) commented that DES is partnering with State of 

Maine on a nomination and may ask RPC’s for data. 

 Air Quality Conformity 
- There’s a stay/grace period on Court ruling until February 16th, 2019. 
- EPA to provide guidance re: how to move forward after February 16th.  

 Eric (EPA) said guidance may be provided by end of the year. 
- Air Quality budgets from most recent S/TIP can be used for the upcoming 

round of conformity. 
- MPOs need to include/insert conformity determination language into TIP. 
- MPOs need to take action on conformity determination when they 

endorse TIP. 
- Project descriptions need to be included to properly model projects. 

 

 Other Business 
o none  

 

 Next Monthly Meeting December 13, 2018  
 

Meeting notes respectively submitted by NRPC (Matt) 
 

**FTA to take notes (NRPC on deck) 
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Interagency Meeting 
NHDOT- 7 Hazen Drive Concord, NH 

Wednesday, December 13, 2018 
1:00 pm 

Meeting Notes 
 

In attendance:  Bill Watson, NHDOT; Lucy St. John, NHDOT and Leigh Levine, FHWA.  Call-in attendee via 
conference phone:  

1. Central NH Regional Planning Commission- Dean Williams 
2. Lakes Region Planning Commission- Susan Slack 
3. Nashua Regional Planning Commission- Gregg Lantos and Matt Waitkins 
4. North Country Council- Alex Belensz 
5. Rockingham Planning Commission- Dave Walker 
6. Southern NH Planning Commission- Nate Miller and Adam Hlasny 
7. Southwest Regional Planning Commission- JB Mack 
8. Strafford Regional Planning Commission- Colin Lentz and Rachel Dewey 
 DES- Tim White 
 EPA- Eric Rackauskas 
 FTA- Leah Sirmin 

 

December Administrative Modification 

 NHDOT will be sending out version 3 of the December minor next week which will add 2 projects in 
Central and Southern regions- CTAP spinoffs from 10418 which would be shown as “other” phase in 
STIP. Bill Watson noted that this contract was approved by Governor & Council last week.  

 No concerns or questions identified.  All agreed ok as presented with the modification of the two 
projects to be included.  

 
2019-2022 STIP Update 

 

 Eric Rackauskas provided clarification on the South Coast decision noting the MPOs should continue 
with regional travel demand model updates but the urgency is no longer necessary because will not be 
required for a regional emissions analysis (based on November 2018 EPA guidance).  EPA- per CFRs 
emissions analysis no longer required one year after standards are revoked (1997 ozone revoked in 2015, 
and that revocation not affected by South Coast). 



NHDOT Interagency Meeting Notes 
Wednesday, December 3, 2018 
Page 2 of 3 

 

 
 
 
 

 Leigh Levine referred to his December 4, 2018 email noting conformity will be required for TIPs but not 
the regional emissions analysis. He noted for the orphan areas the MPOs must still demonstrate 
conformity and include language in their TIP document.  The MPOs should still continue to update their 
models for forecasting future travel demand with relevant data including but not limited to employment 
data, land use, traffic and etc.   Conformity language must be included in the MPO approval language 
and public participation process.  

 Only TCM in the SIP is the inspection program per discussions with Tim White.  

 Bill Watson noted that the STIP document is fully constrained.  Fiscal constraint: project lists that have 
been shared are fiscally constrained.  NHDOT is working on creating readable constraint documentation 
and will circulate it soon. 

 Bill Watson referred to the 2019-2012 STIP Update Proposed Schedule which has been discussed over 
the last several months.  The schedule identified the public hearing dates during the period from 
December 14, 2018- February 14, 2019.   He noted that the MPOs need to have a minimum of a 30 day 
public comment period, and that all the comments that the MPOs receive should also be forwarded to 
NHDOT.  He then asked the MPOs their time frame for conducting their required public hearing and 
submitting approval from their Policy/Executive Committees.  Each MPO then provided the time frame 
to hold their public hearing and get the MPO approval:  

 Nashua- Feb 20 Executive Committee Meeting for final approval. 
 Strafford- Feb 15 Policy Committee; anticipate posting for public comment January 14 
 Rockingham- Feb 13 Policy meeting; will start comment period mid-January (Jan 14 or whatever 

date needed to allow 30 days) 
 Southern- Feb 26 Policy Committee (standing meeting date)  
 NHDOT- comment period will be open until after the final TIP adoption, likely will close 

beginning of March.  Bill Watson noted that it is important to stick to this schedule, as it will 
also allow another amendment to be processed if needed.  All the MPO confirmed that the dates 
they identified would work.   

 
2018 STIP Revision Procedures discussion 

 Bill Watson noted there has been some great progress made on revising the document.  He noted that 
draft STIP Revision Procedures isn’t available for today’s discussion, but will be made available soon 
for an upcoming discussion.  

 
General Federal Highway Updates 

 

 Leigh Levine referred to his earlier comments of today. He also noted that the MPOs should provide 
their TIP and Plan documents to him.  The document should include discussion of the performance 
based planning requirements, PM2, PM3, safety and other required elements.   

Other Business 



NHDOT Interagency Meeting Notes 
Wednesday, December 3, 2018 
Page 3 of 3 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 Nate Miller thanked NHDOT for their responsive to addressing the comments raised.  

 Discussion on the various Clean Air Exemption Codes.  Nate Miller inquired about the exemption code 
used for the Salem-Manchester project # 10418X (PE & ROW) - CAA exemption code is currently the 
code for studies.  Leigh Levine noted that PE is always exempt. Discussion on what project code to use 
if a project will lead to a construction project.  Discussion determined that is not appropriate and will be 
changed to non-exempt.  Tim White noted that the Code E-O Statewide is not in the code list, and has 
been used for statewide projects. Bill Watson noted that NHDOT will look into this. Leigh Levine 
suggested that the guide of the Clean Air Code be provided to the Interagency partners.  

 
 Bill Watson noted that William Rose had met the RPC Executive Directors today regarding the UPWP 

process updates – scope, format, schedule and budget.   

 Dave Walker noted that the last export sent was missing RPC designations for all the Statewide.  Bill 
Watson noted that Linda Dusenberry has been out of the office and for future reference to include other 
staff William Rose, or him in the email so someone can respond if someone is out of the office (for an 
unexpected absence). Bill Watson noted that NHDOT will look into the export, and make changes as 
may be needed. Tim White noted he has some comments on the project list, he will provide the 
comments to NHDOT.  

 Bill Watson noted the NHDOT is currently reviewing the list of 3-5 projects each RPC submitted for the 
Ten Year Plan (TYP) process.   

 Bill Watson noted that the Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) applications have been scored by 
the Scoring Committee.  Staff is reviewing the recommendations to determine how they can be fit into 
the different funding buckets. The goal is to have a recommendation to the Commissioner by Christmas. 

 Matt Waitkins noted that the FY2018 Obligated Projects list sent out last week didn’t include enough 
information about the various Statewide projects.  Dave Walker and Nate Miller also offered some 
comments on the Obligated Project List, as it took some time to match a contract number with the export 
provided, some of the child projects in the Statewide, some of the programmatic come from two 
different line items (for example LTAP/SPR), the I-93 project # 10418B (something about being shown 
as a negative ($1.5 million), and don’t see the Statewide FTA in the list.   Need some clarification on the 
annual list of obligated projects- how are statewide projects addressed, how projects which have more 
than one programmatic line, and clarification on FTA statewide (not 5407, but 5310 and 5339).  

 Next meeting scheduled for January 10, with Rockingham Planning Commission taking notes.  

 Bill Watson wished everyone a safe and joyous holiday season.  
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Interagency Meeting 
NHDOT- 7 Hazen Drive Concord, NH 

Wednesday, January 10, 2019  
1:00 pm 

Meeting Notes 
 

In attendance:   NHDOT staff- Linda Dusenberry, Lucy St. John, Glenn Davison, and Fred Butler. Leigh 
Levine, FHWA.  Call-in attendees via conference phone:  

1. Central NH Regional Planning Commission- Dean Williams 
2. Lakes Region Planning Commission- Susan Slack 
3. Nashua Regional Planning Commission- Gregg Lantos and Matt Waitkins 
4. North Country Council- Alex Belensz 
5. Rockingham Planning Commission- Dave Walker and Scott Bogle 
6. Southern NH Planning Commission- Allan Yu, Nate Miller and Adam Hlasny 
7. Southwest Regional Planning Commission- JB Mack 
8. Strafford Regional Planning Commission- Colin Lentz and Rachel Dewey 
9. NHDES- Tim White 

 

Interagency Meeting Notes of Dec 13, 2018:  Linda Dusenberry stated that the December Interagency notes 
will go out today. 
 

January Administrative Modification 

 

 Cornish-Windsor 25067 is being removed from the Minor. In the original Minor the project was adding 
a phase which can only be done in an Amendment.  A new January Minor will be sent out removing this 
project. 

 Dave Walker asked for clarification on the docket number sequencing. Docket number sequencing starts 
from the last STIP Update. For example A4.M.05.18  the A4 would represent the amendment that is 
being worked on at that time.  The M stands for Minor and is also the month.  The May Minor would be 
5 and then the final number is the year.   

2019-2022 STIP Update 

 Nate – Previously discussed that the 10418X Salem to Manchester engineering project changed to non-
exempt. Linda – This will update the Clean Air Act Code (CAA) to non-exempt. 

 Fiscal Constraint inquiry. NHDOT noted that it will be out soon, by the end of the week.  
 New docket spreadsheet export and STIP Update report will be sent out post-meeting.  
 Project 13761 – CAA code changed to non-exempt from Limited Maintenance Plan (LMP) 



NHDOT Interagency Meeting Notes 
Wednesday, January 10, 2019  
Page 2 of 2 

 

 
 
 
 

 COAST5307 – Add RPC to “RPCs” listed in Update report 
 Under Bridge Inspection (UBI) 41374 added to STIP. Linda Dusenberry explained that there was both a 

programmatic and an individual UBI project.  Project 41374 was added to STIP because it contained 
other funding sources. 

 Discussion of keeping Air Quality Analysis (AQA) as a section of the TIP document or as an appendix. 
Glenn Davison commented that there may be some value in keeping it as an Appendix document to 
accommodate changes easier, if needed.    Consensus of the meeting was to incorporate it into the TIP as 
opposed to presenting the information in an appendix. 

 Tim White noted that FHWA has distributed the air quality template to the MPOs as they prepare their 
TIP documents.  He explained that the State Implementation Plan (SIP) is the state’s plan for carrying 
out the requirements of the Clean Air Act (CAA).  The Clean Air Act (CAA) requires some 
Transportation Control Measures (TCMs).  Per FHWA definitions, TCMs are transportation strategies 
that affect traffic patterns or reduce vehicle use to reduce air pollutant emissions.  These may include 
HOV lanes, provision of bicycle facilities, ridesharing, telecommuting, etc.  Such actions may be 
included in a SIP if needed to demonstrate attainment of National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS).  Tim noted there is only one TCM, the vehicle maintenance program (vehicle inspection 
program). He will clarify if this is the only TCM that will be included.  

General Federal Highway Updates 

 

 Leigh Levine referred to Tim White comments and noted that TCMs use the latest assumptions and 
conformity determinations in the document. Leigh will review the template and discuss with Tim White.   

 
Other Business 

 Tim White – FAST Act Alternative Fuel Corridor nomination – DES and DOT are working together on 
a nomination for a corridor plan.  The nomination applications are due at the end of the month and Tim 
noted he will reach out to RPCs for data as necessary. 

 Fred Butler – Solicitation for Transit Specific planning grant projects, 5304 and 5305 will be out by end 
of the month.  

Next Meeting 

 Next meeting February 14, 2019  



Notes from Interagency Conference Call – 2/14/19 

 

Present: 

Eric Rackauskas (EPA) 

Cindy Vigue (FHWA) 

Leah Sirmin (FTA) 

Alex Belensz (NCC)  

Elizabeth Strachan (NHDES) 

Linda Dusenberry (NHDOT) 

Fred Butler (NHDOT) 

Lucy St John (NHDOT) 

Glenn Davison (NHDOT) 

Bill Watson (NHDOT) 

Gregg Lantos (NRPC) 

Dave Walker (RPC) 

Nate Miller (SNHPC) 

Allan Yu (SNHPC) 

Adam Hlasny (SNHPC)  

Colin Lentz (SRPC) 

Pat Crocker (UVLSRPC) 

 

 

February Administrative Modification 

 

There were no questions or comments on the February Administrative Modification.  

 

2019-2022 STIP Update 

 

Linda Dusenberry noted that Nashua RPC has received comments from Nashua Transit System 

(NTS), which will result in updates to the scope of their Section 5307 and 5339 projects.  

 

Dave Walker noted that, once signed by NHDOT, a copy of the fully-executed TIP self-

certifications should be returned to each MPO.  

 

Glenn Davison noted that the future year project changes (i.e. FY 2021 and FY 2022) underlying 

the February Administrative Modification will roll into the STIP update.  (Note: this also applies 

to the December and January Administrative Modification)  The future year funding can be 

found in the pdf version of the estimates provided and docket data export 

 

All MPOs confirmed that they are on schedule for their TIP approvals in the month of February.  

 

All MPOs confirmed that they used the planning-level air quality conformity template provided 

by Leigh Levine in their respective TIPs. 

 

Clarification on STIP Naming Standard 

 

Linda Dusenberry reported that the first year of the TIP/STIP update will now be included in the 

docket number for each Amendment. The naming convention for Administrative Modifications 

will now reference the last approved Amendment with month and year.    



 

Federal Highway Administration Updates 

 

Cindy Vigue announced that the FHWA has approved the State Freight Plan. Nate Miller noted 

that MPOs had not seen the draft State Freight Plan and were not given an opportunity to 

provide comments. Dave Walker advised that he is a member of the State Freight Advisory 

Committee advising on the development of the State Freight Plan, and he was not provided a 

copy of the draft or invited to provide comments. Bill Watson acknowledged that the NHDOT 

made a conscious decision not to release the draft State Freight Plan or invite stakeholder 

comments prior to FHWA approval. 

 

Cindy Vigue thanked MPOs for their scoping suggestions related to the upcoming FHWA freight 

planning training. 

 

DOT agreed to post the approved Freight Plan to a FTP site for IAC prior to making it available 

through the DOT website. 

 

Other Business 

 

J.B. Mack asked about the NHDOT’s process for providing regions with feedback on their Ten-

Year Plan project proposals. Glenn Davison advised that regions will receive their comments 

soon and that meetings will be scheduled in March.  

 

The next Interagency Consultation meeting was confirmed for March 14, 2019.  
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Interagency Conference 

NHDOT | 7 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 

March 14, 2019 at 1:00 pm 

Meeting Notes 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Roll Call of Attending Members (+ in attendance, all others via conference phone)   
 William Rose – NH DOT + 
 Fred Butler– NH DOT + 
 Lucy St. John– NH DOT + 
 Nick Alexander- NHDOT + 
 Leigh Levine – FHWA + 
 Leah Sirmin- FTA  
 Eric Rackauskas – EPA  
 Tim White – NH DES 
 Liz Strachan- NHDES  
 Dean Williams – Central NH Regional Planning Commission   
 Nate Miller – Southern NH Planning Commission  
 Adam Hlasny – Southern NH Planning Commission  
 Meghan Butts – Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission 
 Dave Walker – Rockingham Planning Commission (RPC) 
 Gregg Lantos – Nashua Regional Planning Commission (NRPC)  
 J. B. Mack- Southwest Regional Planning Commission (SWRPC)  
 Alex Belensz- North Country Council (NCC) 
 Colin Lentz – Strafford Regional Planning Commission (SRPC)  

 

 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 2019-2022 Update 
 

William Rose NHDOT noted that NHDOT recently received the MPO certifications, and 
the STIP document will be sent to FHWA and FTA either Friday or Monday.   

 

 Surface Transportation Funding Alternative Grant, presentation by Nick 
Alexander, NHDOT.  

 
Nick Alexander explained that NHDOT applied for the FHWA federal grant in July 2018, 
and was awarded the $250,000 grant by FHWA in February 2019 which includes 50%  
match (NHDOT will utilize NH toll credits as the match).   

 The grant was applied for in response to NH House Bill 1763 introduced to the 
NH Legislature by NH State Representative Norman Major (Atkinson/Plaistow).  
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 The grant application was prepared in response to the proposed bill for road 
user fee.  The study will look at equality issues, revenue data, cost information 
and whether the idea is reasonable.    

 Notice of Funding to be obligated by August 1, 2019.  
 The NHDOT anticipates retaining a consultant, with a contract vetted through 

the Governor and Executive Council (G & C) process. It is anticipated that a 
consultant will be selected in the near future.   

 The report will address four (4) main areas including mapping vehicle 
registration data, VIN, EPA mileage gallons per mile, and revenue implications. 
Equality implications including minority and disadvantaged groups will also be 
considered. The work plan will assess if a road user fee is feasible and discuss if 
implemented what it would look like.    

 The overall goal will be to provide information for the NH Legislature so they can 
make informed decision about this issue.   

 

 Asset Management Plan- Update by Nick Alexander, NHDOT  
o Reminded the MPOs that the plan is due by the end of June 2019.  
o The initial plan was prepared in May 2018, which didn’t have targets included at 

that time, but target have now been established. 
o A draft plan for be available for  MPO/RPC review by early May 2019.  

 

 Federal Highway and Federal Transit Updates  
o FHWA MPO Freight workshop to be scheduled likely in May, per input from the 

MPOs.  
o Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) Architecture Workshop scheduled for 

April 16-17. NHDOT- Transportation System Management & Operations (TSMO) 
coordinating the efforts. Registration required. Nate Miller asked if two people 
could attend from their agency, he was advised to contact Janelle at the NHDOT 
TSMO office.  

o Leigh reminded the group about upcoming Performance Based Planning 
deadlines. 

o 1997 Ozone Conformity Template provided to the MPOs by FTA.  
o FTA announced that the 2019 apportionment have been posted on-line, and 

funds will be available in TRANS in early April.  Fred (NHDOT) announced he 
has already posted this information on the DOT website.  

 

 Other Business 
o Tim White (NHDES) announced the Electric America website Cycle 2 Plan 

included I-93 and I-89 which are targets for investment in the area. He thanked 
the RPCs/MPOs for the information they had prepared and submitted last year.   

 

 Next Monthly Meeting Thursday, April 11, 2019  
 

Meeting notes prepared  by NHDOT.   



 

Interagency Conference 
NHDOT | 7 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 

April 11, 2019 at 1:00 pm 

Meeting Notes 

  
Roll Call of Attending Members (in attendance and v  

Bill Watson - NHDOT 

Fred Butler– NHDOT  

Lucy St. John– NHDOT  

Linda Dusenberry - NHDOT  

Leigh Levine – FHWA 

Leah Sirmin- FTA  

Eric Rackauskas – EPA  

Tim White – NHDES  

Dean Williams – Central NH Regional Planning Commission  

Adam Hlasny – Southern NH Planning Commission  

Pat Crocker – Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission  

Dave Walker – Rockingham Planning Commission  

Matt Waitkins – Nashua Regional Planning Commission 

Henry Underwood - Southwest Regional Planning Commission 

Alex Belensz- North Country Council 

Colin Lentz – Strafford Regional Planning Commission  

Susan Slack – Lakes Region Planning Commission 

 

2019-2022 STIP Update  
Leigh Levine reported that FHWA is currently reviewing the document and hope to have it completed by the end of 

April.  Conformity concurrence letters have been received from EPA and NHDES.  Linda Dusenberry noted that the 

next amendment is anticipated for May, but waiting for the STIP Update approval.   There were no questions on the 

April minor modification, which included only  rural projects. 

 

STIP Revision Procedures 

Linda reported that William Rose sent out the draft document today. Per William’s email comments/questions 

should be sent back to NHDOT by May 2
nd, 

and further discussion of the draft document will held at the  May 

meeting. Leigh had asked what specific changes were incorporated into the document, Lucy noted that William’s 

email highlighted the changes, and that a document with “track changes” was not send out for review.  Staff will 

confer with William regarding Leigh’s request for a  draft with “track changes”. Federal Highway Updates  

Leigh thanked SNHPC for agreeing to host the MPO Freight Workshop scheduled for May 29
th

 and 30
th

.  The 

workshop, which will be conducted by the FHWA Resource Center, will include discussion of travel time reliability 

data and will provide MPOs with an opportunity to develop freight action plans.  Representatives of VT and ME 

MPOs may also attend.  Leigh also mentioned a Talking Freight webinar scheduled for April 17
th

 from 1PM to 

2:30PM. Leigh reminded the group about the upcoming May 20th deadlines for the PM2 and PM3 performance. 

 

FTA Updates 

Leah Sirmin noted the availability of discretionary funding and mentioned the May deadline for the FTA Low or No 

Emission Vehicle Deployment (Lo/No grant program).  She also mentioned that formula funding levels for FY19 

were posted to the TRANS system in mid-March (April 22
nd

 deadline).  Leah also mentioned an upcoming webinar 

on performance-based planning.  Leigh reminded the group about the upcoming May 20
th

 deadlines for the PM2 and 

PM3 performance-based planning requirements and the MOU requirements. 

 

Next Meeting - The next monthly meeting will be held on Thursday, May 9, 2019  



Interagency Meeting Notes 
May 9, 2019 

 
Attendees: 

NH Department of Transportation (NHDOT)  William Rose, Linda Dusenberry, Lucy St. John, 
Fred Butler 

NH Department of Environmental Services (NHDES)   Tim White 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  Eric Papetti 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)  Leigh Levine 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA)  Leah Sirmin 
Nashua RPC  Matt Watkins, Gregg Lantos 
Lakes Region RPC   Susan Slack 
Upper Valley RPC   Pat Crocker 
North Country Council  Alex Belensz 
Strafford RPC  Rachel Dewey, Colin Lentz 
Rockingham RPC   Dave Walker, Scott Bogle 
Southern RPC  Nate Miller 
Central RPC  Dean Williams 
Southwest RPC    
 
May Minor Revision  

 Matt W. had a question about the funding descriptions on a couple of NTS projects funded 
through FTA 5310, 5307, and 5311. William R. noted that Fred and Linda were working on 
changes and would get back to Matt. 

 

 Leigh L. asked for clarification about Ossipee 29315; whether this was just a new project. 
Linda D. said it was a new project that was adding non-par to a project that had been 
funded through a programmatic. 

 

 Colin L. asked for clarification about Dover 42366 – this had changed since the first draft of 
the minors sent a week before. The previous version showed a decrease in funding, now it 
was an increase.  
Linda D. confirmed it was an increase in federal funds for a total of $649,000.  

 
2019-2022 STIP Update  

 William R. reminded everyone that the 2019-2022 STIP has been approved.  
No questions were raised.  

 
Amendment A1.19  
Matt W. asked for clarification on projects 10136A and B (widening of Route 101A). 
William R. said will get back to you. Proposing taking the “B” scope and turning it into the “A” scope 
 
Nate M. asked about 14663H Salem to Manchester. Can we get more info about what Hazardous 
Materials are involved to explain to the MPO committee? The project change includes $1.1 million 
for HazMat remediation; what is that money for? 
Nate M. also asked about Statewide 40915 (milepost-based exit numbering on the turnpike funded 
through HSIP): is this project moving forward? William R. said it is moving forward in the STIP 
through the HSIP program. Nate M. asked for more information about the specific funding source 
since it was not apparent in the project revision report. William R. said NHDOT would follow up.  
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Leigh L. noted that the Nashua (10136) and Salem to Manchester (14633) projects may have 
conformity requirements since they are non-exempt widening projects.  
Eric P. said he would look into and get back to the group. Since it was not a new project it may not 
need conformity analysis since it’s in a maintenance area, but any new non-exempt projects would 
require a conformity determination. 
 
William R. asked for confirmation that a 30-day comment period for the STIP amendment would be 
feasible. Leigh L. said it would be best to maintain a 30-day comment period for the MPOs for a STIP 
amendment as a best practice.  
Anticipated public hearing/MPO Committee meeting dates: 
Strafford RPC - June 21st 
Southern RPC - Tuesday July 23rd 
Nashua RPC - July 17th 
Rockingham RPC - July 10th  
The general consensus was that MPO approval in late July would constrict the overall timeline, but 
scheduled meetings and customary timing for that time of year might necessitate it. William R. said 
to expect follow-up communications about approval timing for the STIP amendment. 
 
STIP Revision Procedures  
William R. proposed that the June Interagency meeting be an in-person meeting to discuss the STIP 
revision procedures. He said he would send comments on the draft procedures that had been 
submitted by FHWA+FTA, and asked other members to send their comments (in writing) prior to 
the June meeting.  
 
General Federal Highway Updates  
Leigh L. encouraged members to review items in the STIP revision procedures about findings and 
recommendations. He reminded then about the upcoming Freight workshop; there is still plenty of 
room so please RSVP to him. 
Leigh L. reminded everyone that May 20th is the date for compliance with federal requirements for 
Performance Measures 2+3 
 
Leah S. said FTA has a Notice of Funding Opportunity out for the Integrated Mobility Innovation 
Demonstration Program. Link: https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/applying/notices-
funding/integrated-mobility-innovation-demonstration-program-notice-funding 

Contact her for more information 
 
Other Business  
Tim W. said he had started on new project with the State Implementation Plan (SIP) planning group 
to update the transportation conformity process rules (Env-A 1500). These need to be updated 
every 8 years, and should match current practice. The review process will include interagency and 
Tim will distribute the first draft of updated rules soon. He’s open to recommendations from 
interagency partners on the update process which will take several months; he’ll give updates at 
interagency calls.  
 
Next Monthly Meeting June 13, 2019  
*In-Person, location TBD 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/applying/notices-funding/integrated-mobility-innovation-demonstration-program-notice-funding
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/applying/notices-funding/integrated-mobility-innovation-demonstration-program-notice-funding
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Attendees:  Note I don’t have the attendance sheet and don’t recall all who were or weren’t there.   
 
 

NH Department of Transportation (NHDOT)  William Rose, Linda Dusenberry, Lucy St. John, 
Fred Butler 

NH Department of Environmental Services (NHDES)   Tim White 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)  Leigh Levine, Paul Maloney 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA)  Leah Sirmin (via phone)  
Nashua RPC  Matt Waitkins 
Lakes Region RPC   Susan Slack 
Strafford RPC  Rachel Dewey, Colin Lentz 
Rockingham RPC   Dave Walker 
Southern RPC  Carl Eppich 
Central RPC  Dean Williams 

 
June Minor Revision  
 
Statewide 42248 (Illustrative Project):   
 

Note this paragraph is included in these notes as a reminder that the project was discussed 
at the March 14, 2019 Interagency meeting. At that meeting Nick Alexander gave a brief 
presentation on the Surface Transportation Funding Alternative Grant which NHDOT applied 
for.   At that time the project was identified as illustrative. NHDOT applied for the FHWA 
federal grant in July 2018, and was awarded the $250,000 grant by FHWA in February 2019 
which includes 50%  match (NHDOT will utilize NH toll credits as the match).  The grant was 
applied for in response to NH House Bill 1763 introduced to the NH Legislature by NH State 
Representative Norman Major (Atkinson/Plaistow).  The grant application was prepared in 
response to the proposed bill for road user fee.  Notice of Funding to be obligated by August 
1, 2019.  
 
The discussion at the Interagency meeting focused on that the project should be included in 
Amendment 1 as the Federal funding is now confirmed, it had previously been identified as 
a Minor (due to the illustrative status).  Leigh Levine (FHWA) notes that to obligate funds, it 
needs to be in the STIP/TIP as non-illustrative with the proper funding source identified.  
The discussion was how the MPOs had included it, and how it should be included as it is a 
change in funding now that Federal funding is confirmed.  RPC, SNHPC, NRPC may not have 
included in their Amendments, may be listed as illustrative.  Leigh Levine noted that it needs 
to be the same in the MPO TIPs and the STIP.  The MPOs agreed to make this change.  
William Rose noted it is already in the STIP.   

 
Amendment A1.19 Updates 
 

Leigh Levine (FHWA) asked if MPOs have included conformity determinations as needed for 
1997 Ozone Orphan Areas and CO Limited Maintenance Plan areas. William Rose noted that 
they are outside the need for conformity and there were some non-exempt projects.  Tim 
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White (NHDES) responded that MPOs are including appropriate conformity 
determinations/language with their TIP Amendments.  

 
Inflation rate proposals for TYP and STIP  
 

 William Rose (NHDOT) asked if there were any questions or discussion regarding the Project 
Inflation Rate Update Report.  

 Leigh Levine inquired to who was involved in preparing the report and setting the rate.  
William Rose noted the key personnel from AMPS, Finance, Construction Bureau and other 
experienced individuals were involved in the discussions.  

 William Rose explained that the proposed rate of inflation for 1st draft of new Ten Year Plan 
is 2.8% versus the current 2.55%. Phase-in to occur sometime in August/Fall timeframe. 
Dave Walker (RPC) said that it all seems OK, but suggested that next time he would like to 
see the MPOs more involved in the development of updated rates and related discussions. 
Dave Walker expressed that if the MPOs were more involved in setting and developing the 
rate they would have a better understanding of the process.   

 Colin Lentz inquired on how the inflation rate would be applied to the projects in the TIP, 
and what the process is.  William Rose noted that there could be a process established and 
documented to incorporate new rates of inflation in MPO TIPs, perhaps through the STIP 
Revision Procedures.  

 
STIP Revision Procedures  
 
William Rose (NHDOT) led the group page-by-page through comments that had been submitted on 
the latest draft.  
 
Minor edits will be accepted, more substantial discussion summarized as follows: 
 
 How to define substantive changes in project scopes and how more project detail might be 

provided from estimates or ProMIS documentation to inform the STIP/TIP. Discussion that 
leaving substantive change determinations to interagency process generally works well.  
NHDOT responded that more details can be included the export file, but there is a 92- character 
limit in FMIS that is restrictive. William Rose (NHDOT) said that he would look into an export 
that would provide more detail, and mentioned the idea that a NHDOT Project Manager could 
be asked to attend a MPO/RPC meeting on request to share project information.  Leah Sirmin 
(FTA) suggested that the Procedures could include some examples of substantive changes in 
scope to help determine what the threshold for an Amendment should be. William Rose 
(NHDOT) said he would try to find examples that would be helpful. 
 

 Minor Revision “so long as cost is not changed” comments regarding combining or separating 
two or more projects or phases within a project. NHDOT noted the example of non-par being 
added to a project that is separated out. Discussed clarification to comment that would modify 
“so long as cost is not changed” to “so long as total cost is not changed beyond Minor Revision 
thresholds”.  
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 Administrative Modification: Information Only related to financial changes directly related to 
adjustments based on an updated, approved inflation rate. Dave Walker (RPC) spoke to wanting 
a more streamlined approach to Year of Expenditure (YOE) adjustments that come from project 
estimate updates, when there are no other project changes. William Rose (NHDOT) suggested 
that we see how this plays out, look at business rules, and wait for a real-world example of a 
YOE change made only because an estimate is touched.  

 
 Table 1 thresholds for amendments versus administrative modifications. Leigh Levine (FHWA) 

suggested that there may not be reason to adjust thresholds given that there haven’t been any 
big adjustments in the size and scale of the Federal-aid program since they were created. Dave 
Walker (RPC) reviewed his comments related to the Amendment/Administrative Modification 
threshold under Section II (D). Dave’s comments note that in the 2017-20 TIP, 90% of the 
revisions to projects that started out under $1M in costs were less than 75% of the project cost, 
and that about 60% of the changes to projects under $1M were for less than 10%, 40% of 
changes were less than 5%, and 25% of changes were less than 2.5%. Dave also noted that for 
the over $10M projects, the combination of the 10% and $1.5M limits creates a situation where 
a $10M project could change by a larger dollar value than an $11M project and remain a minor 
revision.   Dave’s suggested changes to Table 1 to include only two project categories – those 
under or equal to $1M, and those over, keeping the Amendment/Administrative Modification 
threshold the same for small projects, and set a 25% and $2.5M threshold for everything else.  
William Rose (NHDOT) suggested taking another look at the Table in consideration of the 
comments.  Leigh Levine (FHWA) requested to see how Dave’s proposed modifications would 
have affected processing of STIP Revisions historically. Dave agreed to share the various 
spreadsheets he prepared in preparing his analysis.  Note – Dave Walker provided the 
spreadsheets he developed and his explanation, via an email to the Interagency partners 
following the meeting on June 18, 2019.  
 

 Transit Programmatic Projects section. William Rose (NHDOT) concurred with comments, 
consistent with discussion of implementing transit programmatic projects last Fall.  Procedures 
could also discuss reporting for highway programmatic projects and their children projects in a 
similar way as transit programmatic projects are addressed.    

 
 Public Comment Period. Thirty days (30) days should be the standard public comment period 

for amendments with a 10-day expedited period available for unusual circumstances. Dave 
Walker (RPC) noted that in practice looking back to 2013, we’ve had a 30-day comment period 
only twice for amendments out of 14 opportunities, and that he would prefer keeping the 
current flexibilities, given the challenges of coordinating adoption of amendments by the 4 
MPOs and NHDOT.  Discussion that current process is working well, so we should keep the 
flexibility for shorter comment periods for amendments, but continue to use the interagency 
process and meetings to make these determinations. Project cost threshold could be 
considered to ensure a 30-day comment period for substantial project modifications to large-
scale projects for example.  

 
 Next Steps. William Rose (NHDOT) suggested that next steps will be incorporating the minor 

changes and addressing the edits suggested, and providing the revised draft document to the 
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Interagency partners for review.  There is also the need to establish the threshold limits. The 
goal is to resolve these points in July and adopt the revised procedures at the August  meeting.  

 
 
Federal Agency Updates  
 
Leigh Levine (FHWA) also reminded everybody of the comment related to these Procedures 
documenting a STIP Update and STIP Amendment process consistent with requirements including 
proper sequencing of MPO TIP and STIP approval actions, and public comment periods to ensure no 
overlapping STIP and TIP comment periods and that the STIP public comment period does not close 
prior to the close of the MPO TIP comment periods.    
 
Leigh Levine (FHWA) reminded everyone of the notice he sent out regarding a NTI Transportation 
Planning Course scheduled for September 30 to October 1 in Providence, RI. Leigh said that the 
course includes a combination of metropolitan and statewide planning and programming content, 
jointly developed by FHWA and FTA. It should be useful to both novice staff, and/or as a refresher for 
more experienced planning staff at MPOs, rural RPCs and NHDOT.   The course is free to rural RPCs as 
well.  
 
Other Business  
 
Tim White (NHDES) provided an update on the work of the State Implementation Plan (SIP) Working 
Group to update New Hampshire’s transportation conformity process rules (Env-A 1500). He said 
that next month, he hopes to share the updated rules with interagency partners.  
 
Next Monthly Meeting July 11, 2019  
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William Rose opened the meeting at 1:00 pm.  
 

In attendance:  In person (*) and call-in attendee via conference phone.  

1. North Country Council- Alex Belensz 

2. Upper Valley Regional Planning Commission- Patricia Crocker 

3. Lakes Region Planning Commission- Susan Slack 

4. Southwest Regional Planning Commission- J.B. Mack 

5. Central NH Regional Planning Commission- Dean Williams 

6. Strafford Regional Planning Commission- Not in attendance  

7. Southern NH Planning Commission- Carl Eppich 

8. Rockingham Planning Commission- Dave Walker 

9. Nashua Regional Planning Commission- Gregg Lantos and Matt Waitkins 

10. NHDES- Not in attendance 

11. FTA - Leah Sirmin 

12. EPA- Not in attendance 

13. FHWA- Leigh Levine*  

14. NHDOT- William Rose, Linda Dusenberry and Lucy St. John*** 

 
July Minor Revision: No comments or questions.  
 
STIP Amendment 1 Update: No comments or questions. Linda Dusenberry explained that the 
August minor will be quite large due to all the project inflation changes. William Rose noted that 
Amendment 1 is currently in the public comment phase.   
 
William Rose also noted the ongoing coordination between NHDOT, the MPOS and involved transit 
providers to develop a revised MOU that addresses the PM2 & PM3 requirements and inquired as 
to the status of the MPOs execution of the revised MOU. Dave Walker and Carl Eppich noted that 
they are in the process of being signed or will be signed.  Leigh Levine reminded the MPOS that the 
PM2 and PM3 need to be addressed in the TIP, these address safety, and the other measures were 
required by the May 20th deadline.  
 
STIP Revision Procedures  
 
Dave Walker provided a brief update of the discussions following the last Interagency meeting in 
June.  Dave had prepared several spreadsheets reviewing projects based on various threshold 
levels. Dave provided various statistics based on his analysis noting the goal would be capture the 
LPA and other types of projects, and would hopefully expedite the process, fewer amendments. 
This information had been shared with everyone and was reviewed in more detail in a meeting with 
FHWA (Leigh & Paul), and NHDOT (Lucy).   In summary two threshold limits are being proposed.   
 
Leigh Levine noted that it was a worthwhile meeting and provided some good insights in the 
projects.  Leigh noted that there is not any federal legislation which establishes a ceiling for defining 
the threshold limits, and supported what was presented by Dave Walker.   
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William Rose noted that draft revision procedures will be revised to reflect the recent discussion 
and a final draft of the revision provisions presented for discussion at the August meeting.  William 
Rose noted that the preparations for the TYP meetings have taken priority and that is why the 
information wasn’t available for today’s discussion.   The two threshold limits will be incorporated, 
as presented by Dave Walker’s analysis.  The goal is to have the draft available for discussion at the 
August meeting.   
 
 
Federal Agencies Updates  
 
Leah Sirmin (FTA)- No updates.  
 
Leigh Levine (FHWA: 

 He attended a Partnering for Performance meeting last week where they discussed the 
MPOs updated or creating (SRPC) their Congestion Management Plan (CMP).  He also 
suggested that maybe a workshop or peer-exchange could be helpful in this process.  

 He also reminded everyone of the upcoming webinar July 17, 2019 1:00 – 2:30 pm ET, Topic: 
The Impact Of Emerging Technologies on Freight Transportation and Land Use. He 
encouraged people to register.   

 
Other Business  
 
Dave Walker asked about the August minor and inflation.  William Rose noted that he inflation rate 
as previously discussed will go from 2.55 % to 2.80%.  
 
Meeting adjourned:  1:16 pm.  
 
 
Next Monthly Meeting August 8, 2019  
 



 

 

 Interagency Notes  

August 8, 2019 

 

 

William Rose opened the meeting at 1:00 pm.  

 

In attendance:  In person (*) and call-in attendee via conference phone.    

1. North Country Council- Alex Belensz 

2. Upper Valley Regional Planning Commission- Pat Crocker 

3. Lakes Region Planning Commission- Susan Slack 

4. Southwest Regional Planning Commission- J.B. Mack 

5. Central NH Regional Planning Commission- Dean Williams  

6. Southern NH Planning Commission- Carl Eppich and Nate Miller 

7. Strafford Regional Planning Commission- Colin Lentz   

8. Rockingham Planning Commission- Dave Walker and Scott Bogle 

9. Nashua Regional Planning Commission- Matt Waitkins 

10. NHDES- Tim White  

11. FTA- FTA- Leah Sirmin 

12. FHWA- Leigh Levine*  

13. EPA- Not in attendance 

14. NHDOT- William Rose, Lucy St. John, and Fred Butler*** 

 

 

 August Minor Revision  

o All questions received by NHDOT previously have been answered 

o Nashua project 40660- City would like adjustment to scope, changing how the 

project limits are defined (clarifying termini and removing reference to 

roundabout which is not part of the project) 

o Somersworth project 40646- looks like 2019 funding being added?  NHDOT will 

look into it and get back to Strafford 

o RPC- clarified that projects shown in the Minor excel table but not the Revision 

Remarks table are inflation-only changes. NHDOT confirmed.    

o LRPC question on Bristol 40636- requested clarification if just changing the year 

from 2021 to 2020. NHDOT will look into it and get back to Lakes Region 

 

 STIP Amendment 1 Update  

o Amendment 1 has been submitted to FHWA & FTA.  Leigh noted that Eric from 

EPA has called him and that they will be communicating. .   

o FHWA & FTA noted that the financial constraint tables appear overprogrammed 

by category.  Under Amendment 1, even the current fiscal year looks 

overprogrammed.  Addressing this has been an ongoing request from FHWA & 

FTA and has been documented in the planning finding accompanying new STIP 

approval.  It should be addressed on both the highway and transit funding tables.  

NHDOT offered to meet to discuss progress regarding this issue offline.  Fred 
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Butler noted that this is the first time he heard about this.  Leah commented that 

this has been in past FTA findings as well.  Leah reiterated that the financial plan 

for the STIP and STIP amendment are over programmed for formula funds and 

we need to demonstrate constraint by funding categories.  

 

 Final Discussion of STIP Revision Procedures  

o William just sent out the revised draft and they will be discussed next month. 

 

 General Federal Agency Updates  

o Leigh reminded all of his July 17
th

 email.   Recently, FHWA has been hearing 

from some state chief executive officials that the STIP and TIP have become 

financial versus planning documents. It is important for all to remember that the 

STIP/TIP are planning and programming products rather than financial or 

accounting documents, and as such there are flexibilities in demonstrating 

financial constraint. He briefly noted the criteria for administrative modifications, 

defining reasonable revenue assumptions, and use of Advanced Construction 

(AC) in the STIP/TIP.  He noted this is not new information, and believes New 

Hampshire’s process and procedures recognize these flexibilities as well as 

requirements.  The information that’s recently been shared with all FHWA field 

offices, with encouragement to share with, and discuss among our partner 

agencies. This is also timely considering the work underway here to update New 

Hampshire’s STIP Revision Procedures. Our office will also be sharing these 

reminders with NHDOT finance staff soon.  

o Leigh reminded all of the upcoming Talking Freight webinar (August 21) on 

StateDOT and MPO freight planning coordination.  May be especially helpful for 

those working on follow-up from the recent freight workshop 

 

 Other Business  

o A question was asked about the timeline for Amendment 2.  NHDOT encouraged 

RPCs to go ahead and give the State a heads up on any issues.  Amendment 2 will 

start shortly after Amendment 1 is approved. 

 

 Next Monthly Meeting - September 12, 2019  

 

 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 1:21 pm.  

 

 



THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 
 

 

 

JOHN O. MORTON BUILDING  7 HAZEN DRIVE  P.O. BOX 483  CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE  03302-0483 

TELEPHONE: 603-271-3734  FAX: 603-271-3914  TDD: RELAY NH 1-800-735-2964  INTERNET: WWW.NHDOT.COM 

Victoria F. Sheehan 

Commissioner 

William Cass, P.E. 

Assistant Commissioner 
 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Interagency Conference 

NHDOT | 7 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 

September 12, 2019 at 1:00 pm 

Meeting Notes 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 Roll Call of Attending Members 
o Alex Belenz, North Country Council 
o Susan Slack, Lakes Region Planning Commission 
o J.B. Mack, Southwest Regional Planning Commission 
o Dean Williams, Central NH Regional Planning Commission 
o Colin Lentz, Strafford Regional Planning Commission 
o Nate Miller, Southern NH Planning Commission 
o Dave Walker, Rockingham Planning Commission 
o Gregg Lantos, Nashua Regional Planning Commission 
o Matt Waitkins, Nashua Regional Planning Commission 
o Leah Sirmin, Federal Transit Administration 
o Tim White, NH Department of Environmental Services 
o Leigh Levine, Federal Highway Administration – NH Division 
o Michelle Balinger, Federal Highway Administration – NH Division 
o Fred Butler, NH Department of Transportation (Bureau of Rail & Transit) 
o William Rose, NH Department of Transportation (Bureau of Planning & 

Community Assistance) 

 September Administrative Modification 
o No remarks 

 STIP Amendment Update 
o W. Rose noted that STIP Amendment #1 was approved by FHWA on 9/4/2019.  

Rose noted that STIP Amendment #2 will likely be introduced for consideration 
at the October Interagency consultation meeting. 

 STIP Revision Procedures 
o W. Rose noted that he had provided the latest version of the STIP amendment 

procedures at the August Interagency meeting. 



 

 

 
 

o Rose noted that few comments were received.  He summarized the comments 
received via email in advance of this meeting: 

 Dave Walker (Rockingham Planning Commission): 
- Technical/formatting edit: Definitions – Several of the terms are missing 

spaces between words.  
 William will fix formatting. 

 
- Language Revision: Page 2 & 10 – The phrase “or relies on the previous 

regional emissions analysis” in the context of establishing whether a 
project change is an amendment or not is confusing me. This phrasing 
seems to state that any change that relies on the previous regional 
emissions analysis would be deemed an amendment and since, 
technically, every project in the TIP/STIP relies on the previous regional 
emissions analysis it would seem to indicate that all changes need to be 
amendments. I think either the phrasing needs to be changed or not 
included. 
o Discussion followed and it was decided that Dave would develop 

clarified language and review with FHWA, FTA and EPA for approval 
at the next (October) interagency meeting. 

 Leah Sirmin (FTA):  
- Leah noted that some of the regulatory references needed to be cleaned 

up. Lee (FHWA) concurred. 
 Discussion: Leah was tasked with cleaning up the references. 

 Lee Levine (FHWA); Fix wording to clarify that only “not exempt” 
programmatic transit projects are subject to Air Quality Conformity 
determination. 

o Leigh offered to develop more appropriate language for this section of 
the procedures. 

 Nate Miller (SNHPC) noted that while the Transit Programmatic section is 
currently correct, CART and MTA will be merging 9/30/2019. When that 
happens all CART operations will be incorporated into MTA operations. Miller 
suggested that this revision might present a good opportunity to remove the  
CART programmatics from the Revision Procedures document.   

 William concurred and will address this comment. 

 Final sign off on the revision procedures by the Interagency group will be at 
the October interagency meeting. Federal agency sign off will come after 
that. 

 FTA Updates 
o Leah said that Pete Butler is now officially the FTA Region I Administrator. 

 FHWA Updates 



 

 

 
 

o Leigh reminded the group about emails he had previously sent re: FHWA 
Webinar training opportunities. He referred to the following dates that he sent 
emails: 
- 9/5; Freight webinar 
- 9/6; Value capture 
- 9/10; Virtual public involvement 
- 9/10; Talking freight 
- 9/11; FTA performance-based training. 
- CMAQ analysis tool kit webinar is coming up and leigh will provide details 

when they become available. 

 Other Business 
o Dave Walker asked if NHDOT has incorporated regional planning commission 

input into the GACIT process; specifically, is there a 10-year plan survey 
available to the public.  
- William responded that it has been incorporated into the 10-year plan GACIT 

hearing process. William referred the group to the NHDOT GACIT webpage 
to reviewe the Virtual Public Involvement (VPI) opportunities developed for 
the 2021-2030 TYP hearings. 

o JB Mack asked if there is a specific date for planning commissions to submit 
ranked CMAQ applications to NHDOT. 
- William said that information regarding next steps on the CMAQ process 

were forthcoming. 
 

 Next Monthly Meeting October 10, 20189 
 

Meeting notes respectively submitted by NRPC (Matt) 
 

 
 

 
  


