[bookmark: _GoBack]"Hello, everyone!  I’m Anthony Foxx, Secretary of Transportation. And I’m here today t to encourage you to participate in International Walk to School Day.
Every October, parents and kids celebrate this day by walking to school in the morning and back home in the afternoon.
In doing so, they are celebrating a lifestyle that is good for our environment, good for their health, and that is a just a fun way to start the day. 
Walking is good for our minds too. Studies show that just a few minutes of physical activity each day not only makes our hearts stronger. It can also make you even smarter.
The popularity of Walk to School Day continues to grow.  In the past decade communities the number of events has double. Communities have held more than 34,000 events nationwide.
But there is room for more. We encourage all schools and communities to participate.
Let me also say that, at the Department of Transportation, safety is our absolute top priority. We want you to get to school safely, whether you get there walking, riding a bike, taking a bus, or in a car. 
We’ve been proud to support the Safe Routes to School Program. This year we also launched a national program to ensure that walking is as safe and accessible as any other transportation choice is.
So on October 7th, join in on the celebration by lacing up your shoes and walking to school.
And please, be safe:
Parents and teachers, talk to your kids about safe walking skills.  
Drivers, watch for others when you’re using the road.  
Kids, cross the street only at marked crossings. And always look left-right-left before crossing the road.
Let’s all start getting healthier by walking to school. And let’s stay safe while we’re doing it.
Thank you all very much."
