New Hampshire SRTS News, May 2010:

     Encouraging Safe Bicycling and Walking to School

Walking, Cycling Highlight Commute Green NH and International Walk-to-School Month

Spring and Fall Walks
Planning and Startup Grants
Another Year of Funding
Community Assistance
Tell Your Story
With early spring weather following a mild New Hampshire winter, May is an excellent time to use active transportation to build exercise into the daily routine.

Schools are invited to participate in Commute Green NH, an effort involving the New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT) and multiple partners dedicated to expanding commuting options beyond single-occupancy motor vehicles. Events are scheduled from May 15 through June 25.
Looking ahead to fall, schools across the country will participate in International Walk-to-School events in October. The whole month is designated as International Walk-to-School Month, and Wednesday, Oct. 6, is International Walk-to-School Day.
Both offer a focal point for schools and their community partners to initiate and expand efforts to enable and encourage children to walk and ride bicycles to school. SRTS focuses on students in kindergarten through 8th grade, including those with disabilities, who live within two miles of school.

In addition to walking and bicycling for kids, Commute Green NH encourages commuters of all ages to get to work or school under their own power or by using carpools and public transportation. All of these modes help build a comprehensive and balanced transportation system with the potential for improving the environment by reducing the congestion caused by too many private motor vehicles.

Small walk- and bicycle-to-school events are a good way to initiate a local SRTS program.  As more students participate, the approach can be expanded gradually to daily walks and bicycle rides. Communities that have sponsored such activities for years have seen hundreds of kids participating.

What are known as “escort programs” directly address the issues that prompt many parents to drive their offspring to school: fear of traffic hazards and violence against children. A “walking school bus” is a group of kids walking to school together with one or more adults. A “rolling bike train” uses a similar concept, but with bicycles. Both approaches provide safety in numbers and adult supervision.
For more information and to register your Green Commute NH event, visit the Web site of the Bike-Walk Alliance of New Hampshire. 

Registration is also open now at the International Walk-to-School Web page.
Approved expenses associated with walking or bicycling to school under both Green Commute NH and International Walk-to-School Month are encouragement items eligible for reimbursement for sponsors that have been awarded SRTS reimbursement grants.

Help spread the word about SRTS-related activities this spring and next fall by notifying John Corrigan, SRTS coordinator for NHDOT, of events in your community. (Contact information below.)
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Planning and Startup Grants Available
Putting together a successful SRTS program at the local level requires both community involvement  and comprehensive planning.

NHDOT helps out by offering seed money for initial expenses as well as funding for creating school travel plans.

There is no need to wait for another round of general grants to get started. Startup grants of less than $5,000 can pay for initial survey work as well as educational, encouragement, and enforcement efforts.

Travel plan grants cover up to $15,000 per school for development of a plan that can support an application for a general grant.

NHDOT and the Regional Planning Commissions (RPCs) accept both types of applications outside the cycle for general grants.

Applications for startup and planning grants can be downloaded from the Home Page of the SRTS Web site or from Federal Funding  page.
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National SRTS Program Funded for Another Year
New Hampshire has received encouraging news on two fronts about continued funding for SRTS. 

Congress has approved an interim bill that provides our state with an additional one-year allocation of $1 million. Also, an anticipated “rescission” of previously allocated funds has been reversed.
Because New Hampshire initiated SRTS late in the initial five-year period for the program, funds have been awarded on an accelerated schedule. This is why more than $1.4 million was awarded in the Round 4 funding cycle.

Round 5 has not yet been scheduled. The Statewide Advisory Committee (SAC) is currently reviewing off-cycle travel plan applications, and will next turn its attention to startup applications.  The next round of general grants will be scheduled after the SAC conducts a review of the earlier rounds to determine if improvements can be made.
Communities interested in SRTS are urged to initiate startup activities and planning as soon as possible in order to compete effectively for limited available funds.
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Work With the Coordinator and RPCs

Communities that are thinking about SRTS should arrange a visit from the NHDOT SRTS coordinator. (Contact information below.)
Community meetings work best with the beginnings of a SRTS local task force. A task force includes representatives of the schools, municipality, educators, parents, children, and other interested people from the community. The coordinator provides an overview of the program, answers any questions, and engages in a discussion of local conditions. The coordinator will also put community leaders in touch with their RPC, which often sends a representative to the initial meeting.
Although sponsors can use information and documents from the SRTS Web site to independently prepare a grant application, most successful grant applicants work with the coordinator and RPCs.

SRTS can work in a variety of settings, from the state’s largest cities to rural towns. Applying some general principles of safe foot and bicycle travel between home and school, each community develops a plan unique to local geography and culture. 

Appointments are at the convenience of local organizers, including early mornings and evenings.
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Get Your Story Out

Visit New Hampshire’s SRTS Web site to see what other Granite State communities are up to. If your school and community are sponsoring SRTS-related events – from walking school buses to bike rodeos – please let the coordinator know.
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No Spam

This SRTS electronic newsletter is a resource for individuals and communities that are interested in the program. Feel free to forward it. Please notify the coordinator if you prefer to be added to or removed from the distribution list.
John W. Corrigan
Safe Routes to School Coordinator
Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance
N.H. Department of Transportation
7 Hazen Drive, PO Box 483
Concord, NH 03302-0483 
(603) 271-1980

jcorrigan@dot.state.nh.us 
SRTS Web site: http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/planning/srts/index.htm
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