New Hampshire SRTS News, January 2010:

Encouraging Safe Bicycling and Walking to School


Communities Prepare for Walks and Bike Rides, Construction
Time for Planning
Seed Money Available
Green Commute Week, Walk to School Month
Surveys: A Key First Step
Schedule a Community Meeting

Spring may seem far away as January snow blankets the Granite State, but improved walking and bicycling weather will be here before you know it. 

Community and schools leaders throughout New Hampshire are getting ready to enable and encourage elementary school children to safely walk and/or ride bicycles to school.  Efforts range from organizing walking school buses and rolling bike trains, to moving infrastructure projects toward a busy 2010 construction season. They are all part of the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program.

In the meantime, the Statewide Advisory Committee (SAC) is reviewing 15 community applications and one statewide funding request, all filed during the Round 4 cycle for general grants.

Applicants will have an opportunity to explain their proposals during a meeting with the SAC on Thursday, Feb. 11, 2010, at the N.H. Department of Transportation (NHDOT) headquarters, 7 Hazen Drive in Concord. The public meeting will run from 3 p.m. to around 8 p.m. After a deliberative session scheduled for Feb. 23, the committee will make its recommendations to Commissioner George Campbell. An announcement is tentatively scheduled for Monday, March 29.
Grant recipients will be reimbursed 100 percent of eligible and approved expenses. Applications have been filed by schools and municipalities, often working in partnership to jointly file for the reimbursement funding. They are Allenstown, Dover, Dublin, Durham, Farmington, Hillsborough, Hopkinton, Lebanon, Littleton, Manchester, Nashua, Northumberland (Groveton), Warner, Whitefield, and Wolfeboro.

The statewide application was submitted by the Bike-Walk Alliance of New Hampshire. If approved, the organization will offer bicycle safety courses and train school personnel to offer safety instruction.
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Startup and Travel Plan Grants Available

General grants awarded in the first three funding cycles have gone to municipalities and schools that have put the most effort into their SRTS projects. SRTS is a flexible program that provides seed money to communities that are just getting started, as well as communities that want to engage in comprehensive planning.
Startup grants cover non-infrastructure activities, the first four of what are known as the 5Es:

Evaluation
Education
Encouragement
Enforcement
Engineering

Communities that have been awarded startup grants are: Boscawen, Bristol, Freedom, Hampton, Hillsborough, Keene, Moultonborough, Nashua, Plaistow, Rye, Wolfeboro, Ashland, Claremont, Jackson, Somersworth, Whitefield, Concord, Littleton and Newfields.
These grants of less than $5,000 can reimburse for the expenses of evaluation, basic planning, and minor encouragement, educational and enforcement activities.

Travel plan grants will cover more comprehensive planning, up to $15,000 per school. Awards have been made to Hollis, Keene, Pittsfield and Winchester. Travel plan funding was also included in some of the general grants.
Applications for startup and planning grants can be downloaded from the Home Page of the SRTS Web site or from Federal Funding  page.
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Start With Green Commute Week, Walk-to-School Month
Looking for an easy way to start your SRTS program? Consider participating in Green Commute Week May 17 to 21. NHDOT is coordinating with a number of communities to encouraging walking and bicycle riding for short commutes. For longer distances, Green Commute Week encourages the use of public transportation and carpooling. 
Walking school buses and rolling bike trains are popular ways of getting to school in communities that participate in International Walk-to-School Month in October.

The strongest SRTS programs start small. Participating in Green Commute Week and International Walk to School Month is a great way to develop community support while giving kids a taste of walking or bicycling from home to school.
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Surveys Critical to Success of SRTS
Leaders of ongoing SRTS programs as well as those who are just getting started should gear up for in-class and parental surveys.

Established programs need to gauge the effectiveness of their SRTS activities. New participants will find the surveys a useful way to document current conditions and assess community attitudes and concerns about safe walking and bicycling to school.

The National Center for Safe Routes to School makes the evaluation process easy. The required survey forms are available on-line, linked to the “Getting Started” page on the Web site. Once filled out, data can either be keyed into the national system or the forms can be sent to the center for scanning. Communities can ask their own questions in a separate survey, but the national center’s form is needed for data consistency. 

For those who prefer the on-line approach, the national center has added a Survey Monkey option for the parental survey
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Meet the Coordinator
Communities that are thinking about SRTS should arrange a visit from the NHDOT SRTS coordinator.

Such meetings work best with the beginnings of a SRTS local task force. A task force includes representatives of the schools, municipality, educators, parents, children, and other interested people from the community. The coordinator provides an overview of the program, answers any questions, and engages in a discussion of local conditions. The coordinator will also put community leaders in touch with their RPC.
SRTS can work in a variety of settings, from the state’s largest cities to rural towns. Applying some general principles of safe foot and bicycle travel between home and school, each community develops a plan unique to local geography and culture. In recent months, the coordinator has met with leaders in Bath, Berlin, Dover, Henniker, Sutton and the Merrimack Valley School District in Penacook.
Appointments are at the convenience of local organizers, including early mornings and evenings.

Back to top
Get Your Story Out

Visit New Hampshire’s SRTS Web site to see what other Granite State communities are up to. If your school and community are sponsoring SRTS-related events – from walking school buses to bike rodeos – let the coordinator know.
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No Spam

This SRTS electronic newsletter is a resource for individuals and communities that are interested in the program. Feel free to forward it. Please notify the coordinator if you prefer to be added to or removed from the distribution list.
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John W. Corrigan
Safe Routes to School Coordinator
Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance
N.H. Department of Transportation
7 Hazen Drive, PO Box 483
Concord, NH 03302-0483 
(603) 271-1980

jcorrigan@dot.state.nh.us 
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