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     Encouraging Safe Bicycling and Walking to School

NHDOT Releases New LPA Manual to Guide
Sponsors of Local Projects, Including SRTS
May 9, 2012, is Bike to School Day
Future funding remains uncertain
Startup and Planning Grants
Law Enforcement Member Wanted
Schedule a Community Meeting
Tell Your Story
Look for updated and detailed information on the way Safe Routes to School (SRTS) projects are administered now that the New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT) has published its new LPA Manual.

Formally titled Local Public Agency Manual for the Development of Projects, the document and appendices can be downloaded by using the following link:

http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/planning/documents/LPAManual.pdf
It includes everything local sponsors need to know to administer their programs in compliance with state and federal regulations and to ensure eligibility for funding. (The manual replaces the Safe Routes to School Project Administration Guide.) 

The NHDOT will be hosting a public comment session on the new publication.  This meeting will feature a brief overview of the changes to the federally funded, locally managed processes, as well as an opportunity for interested citizens to share comments regarding the program changes.  
The public meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2012 will be held in the large conference room at the NHDOT's John O. Morton Building at 7 Hazen Drive in Concord, beginning at 3:00 p.m. 

NHDOT recognizes that the manual will need be updated and improved as users gain experience with it. We are committed to revising it twice a year, if needed. An initial update, including appendices, is scheduled for January 2012. In addition to the public comment session, local sponsors and members of the public are invited to submit comments to the NHDOT Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance, NHDOT, 7 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03302-0483. Comments may be e-mailed to: Bureau46@dot.state.nh.us. Please note that the training referred to the manual has not yet been scheduled. 
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Spring Biking Day Scheduled for May 9

SRTS enthusiasts looking for a way to get a local program started should circle Wednesday, May 9, 2012, on their calendars.

The day has been designated as Bike to School Day 2012 by the National Center for Safe Routes to School.  The new spring event is intended to complement International Walk-to-School Day and Month in October.

Walk and roll to school days are an excellent way for a community to draw attention to bicycling and walking as a valuable way to get from home to school.

As support for the program grows, the large community-wide events can be transitioned to the escort programs that can be organized as routine weekly, twice-a-week, or daily walks and bicycle rides.

The concept is simple. Neighborhood children gather at a central location and walk to school as part of a “walking school bus” or pedal together as a “rolling bike train.” In many communities, parents who live farther away can drive children to a drop-off point where they join other walkers and bicyclists for the balance of the trip.

The approach provides safety in numbers and adult supervision. Children traveling together are much less likely to become victims of young bullies or dangerous adults. The adult supervision also promotes safe walking and bicycling practices.
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Future SRTS Funding Still Uncertain

The fate of future federal funding for pedestrian and bicycling programs, including SRTS, remains uncertain as Congress deliberates on a new transportation bill. NHDOT will not schedule another application round for “general grants,” the awards that reimburse communities for comprehensive programs that can include infrastructure projects, until future funding is assured. For the latest on congressional action, the National Partnership for Safe Routes to School is a useful source of news.
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Startup and Planning Grants Available Off-Cycle

Don’t wait for a general grant cycle to start working on your local SRTS program.

NHDOT recognizes that getting a program started and doing the planning work often requires financial support. This is why the department offers startup and travel plan grants on a track separate from the general-grant cycle.

Startup grants reimburse communities up to $5,000 for work that can include conducting the in-class and parental surveys, other non-infrastructure activities, and small infrastructure expenditures that do not involve construction. Eligible infrastructure expenses can include items like portable bicycle racks or signs erected on existing poles. (Construction projects are not eligible for startup grants because of cost and the requirement for environmental review.)
Travel plan grants reimburse communities up to $15,000 per school for developing a comprehensive plan.

This part of the program is quite flexible. Sponsors can apply for either or both types of grants. They are not required before a sponsor submits a general-grant application. The idea is to provide sponsors with whatever kind of assistance a community needs. Applications are accepted whenever a community is ready to participate. Expenses become eligible for reimbursement after the application and scope of work are approved by NHDOT.
During recent general grant cycles, a limit of $250,000 per school for infrastructure work was in place for applications supported by comprehensive travel plans. Without such plans, the cap was $100,000. 
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Committee Seeks Law Enforcement Member
NHDOT is continuing to recruit a new law enforcement member for the Statewide Advisory Committee (SAC). School resource officers, patrol officers with an interest in safe walking and bicycling, police administrators, and any other individuals with a law-enforcement background are invited to apply for this volunteer position.

The committee holds quarterly meetings at NHDOT headquarters in Concord. Committee members are responsible for reviewing and making recommendations on reimbursement funding applications and requests for amendments to awards, and providing some policy and administrative guidance. 

Individuals interested in serving on the committee or nominating someone should send a letter explaining the qualifications as well as reasons for wanting to serve on the committee. Address the request to the coordinator.
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Meet With the Coordinator
Much can be learned about  SRTS by visiting the SRTS Web site, but most successful applicants work with the SRTS state coordinator and the Regional Planning Commission (RPC) for their community.

The coordinator will travel to any community to meet with potential sponsors at the convenience of local leaders. Early morning and evening appointments are available. The only requirement is that communities form a local task force of school and municipal officials and other interested individuals, including parents and representatives of community organizations interested in bicycling and walking.

Using a PowerPoint presentation, the coordinator gives a comprehensive overview of the program, answers any questions, and engages in a discussion of local conditions. A representative of the area’s RPC often attends. 
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Get Your Story Out

Visit New Hampshire’s SRTS Web site to see what other Granite State communities are up to. If your school and community are sponsoring SRTS-related events – from walking school buses to bike rodeos – please let the coordinator know.
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No Spam

This SRTS electronic newsletter is a resource for individuals and communities that are interested in the program. Feel free to forward it. Please notify the coordinator if you want to be added to or removed from the distribution list.
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John W. Corrigan
Safe Routes to School Coordinator
Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance
N.H. Department of Transportation
7 Hazen Drive, PO Box 483
Concord, NH 03302-0483 
(603) 271-1980
jcorrigan@dot.state.nh.us

SRTS Web site: http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/planning/srts/index.htm
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