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New Hampshire SRTS News, Special Edition, April 2009:
Encouraging Safe Bicycling and Walking to School

Statewide Green Commute Events Planned
Rolling Applications for Start-ups, Planning
Stimulus Funds Available for Pedestrian and Bicycle Projects
Start Planning Now
Publicize Your Activities 
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Encouragement activities are an important component of the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) effort to get kids out of private vehicles and onto their feet or bicycles. 
Two events in May and June dovetail nicely with community STRS efforts: Green Commuter Week: May 11-15 and Walk NH Week  2009 : June 1-7.
Intended to stress the environmental and health benefits of non-motorized transportation and transit, Green Commuter Week will encourage walking, bicycling, car pooling, and use of public transportation for getting to work. It’s an excellent time to organize a walking school bus or rolling bike train.  Parents might also consider walking or cycling with a child to school and then continuing on to the worksite under their own power.
About half of the communities registered for Walk NH Week are organizing school-based events. These include two current participants in SRTS.
For Gorham, walking school buses organized by Karen Cloutier, the elementary school principal, will mark the final trip of the all-season program at the Edward Fenn School on June 3. As usual, the plan is to walk whether the forecast calls for rain or shine.
In Nashua, school nurse Debbie Richardson of the New Searles School will lead a waking school bus each morning during the week. 
Looking ahead, International Walk to School Month will take place in October 2009.
Expenses associated with all such encouragement efforts are eligible for reimbursement to schools and communities participating in SRTS, as long as the efforts are listed in their grant applications or the award is amended at the request of the recipient. (Changes must be approved in advance to be eligible for reimbursement.) A budget can be included in an application for either a startup or general grant.
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As recently announced,  the N.H. Department of Transportation (NHDOT) and Regional Planning Commissions (RPCs) are  accepting  applications for startup and travel plan grants whenever local schools and communities are ready to move ahead.
The purpose of SRTS is to enable and encourage children in kindergarten through 8th grade to safely walk and/or ride bicycles to school. The program is intended for children, including those with disabilities, who live within approximately two miles of school. Careful community planning is essential to the success of such efforts.
Startup grants of less than $5,000 are intended for localities that are in the early stages of organizing and planning.  Once a local task force is in place, these non-infrastructure funds can be used for evaluation, education, encouragement, and law enforcement. Such efforts should lead to a basic travel plan. Travel plan grants of up to $15,000 per school are available for more comprehensive studies.
Application forms and scoring criteria are available for easy download from the “Getting Started” page on the SRTS Web site.
Applications for general grants will continue to be handled during standard funding cycles. 
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Communities that can move quickly have an opportunity to apply for federal funds for projects that are consistent with the goals of SRTS. The grants are provided by the U.S. Department of Energy under the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant program (EECBG). The application deadline for local government is June 25, 2009. Eligible projects include:
· Development of infrastructure such as bike lanes and pathways and pedestrian walkways. 
· Incentive programs to reduce commutes by single occupancy vehicles.
A full description of the program can easily be downloaded from the Home Page of the SRTS Web site.
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Interested communities should begin preparation as soon as possible for Round 4 and subsequent cycles. It is anticipated that Round 4 will be announced in the fall of 2009, with awards announced in early 2010.
The coordinator will travel to your community to meet with local leaders at your convenience (early morning as well as evening appointments are available).  Using a PowerPoint presentation, he will give an overview of the program, answer any questions, and encourage a discussion of local conditions.
The presentation includes a description of the 5Es:
Evaluation
Education
Encouragement
Enforcement
Engineering (infrastructure)
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Visit New Hampshire’s SRTS Web site to see what other Granite State communities are up to. If your school and community are sponsoring SRTS-related events – from walking school buses to bike rodeos – please let the coordinator know.
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No Spam
This SRTS electronic newsletter is a resource for individuals and communities that are interested in the program. Feel free to forward it. Please notify the coordinator if you want to be added to or removed from the distribution list.
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John W. Corrigan 
Safe Routes to School Coordinator 
Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance 
N.H. Department of Transportation 
7 Hazen Drive, PO Box 483 
Concord, NH 03302-0483 
(603) 271-1980 
(603) 271-8093 (fax)

jcorrigan@dot.state.nh.us 

New address for the N.H. SRTS Web site: http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/planning/srts/index.htm
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