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Environment Bureau to Debut Colorful Trailer to Promote Stormwater Management Spaulding Turnpike Improvements - Well Underway and Long Overdue
Editor’s Note: The following article was featured in the January/February NH Highways Magazine
published by the NH Good Roads Association.  It is reprinted with permission.

Phase I, Part A nears completion

General Contractor: SUR Construction, Inc., Rochester, NH  Contract Amount: $14, 467,000       Completion: Spring 2009
      This initial phase of the project has included widening and reconstruction of the southbound portion of the
turnpike from Exit 11 through the Exit 12 interchange, as well as the reconstruction of the southbound on and off
ramps. New bridges over NH Route 125, the Cocheco River, and the southbound on-ramp over the Cocheco River
have also been part of Phase I construction.

Working through the winter

      Many of the paving and construction vehicles have been moved out of the Exit 12 area as the project shifted into
“winter construction” mode.

“After December 1, everything freezes up, and the temperature is too low to do much in the way of paving or
striping,” said NHDOT Contract Administrator Jim Hersey.   “We still have plenty of bridge work to do this winter
though,” he added.

Work on the new bridge at the NH Route 125 overpass will continue throughout the winter, as the cold shouldn’t
affect workers’ ability to install structural beams and set the concrete deck panels, Hersey said. He also said guardrail
work will be completed during the winter months.  Prep work may begin on Phase I, Part B, which includes widening
the northbound side. Hersey said such prep work might include closing Exit 11.

Phase I, Part B set to begin

General Contractor: SUR Construction, Inc., Rochester, NH Contract Amount: $17,197,000 Completion: 2010
      Phase I, Part B of the reconstruction project includes the widening and reconstruction of the northbound portion of
the turnpike from Exit 11 to the Exit 12 interchange as well as the reconstruction of the northbound on and off ramps.

SUR Construction of Rochester was the low bidder for this phase of the project, beating out eight other bids,
according to DOT public information officer Bill Boynton.

Prep work for Phase I, Part B has begun, which includes widening the northbound side of the highway. Shop
drawings are now being submitted for the Red List bridge carrying Exit 11 northbound off-ramp over Wardley Brook.
Hersey said such prep work will allow for the closing of Exit 11 in the spring.

According to Bob Landry, NHDOT project manager for the Spaulding project, Phase I, Part B of the project involves
the widening of the northbound barrel of the turnpike from the Rochester tolls to the midpoint between Exit 12 and Exit
13, including all necessary bridge and interchange work, and a widening of NH Route 125 to accommodate new left-
hand turn lanes to access the on-ramps at Spaulding’s Exit 12.

SUR is currently finishing up construction of Phase I, Part A—widening the southbound barrel of the turnpike - and
work on Phase I, Part B will begin in the spring.

      In February 2008, the NHDOT began a $126
million project to widen 5.2 miles of the Spaulding
Turnpike from Exit 12 (NH 125) north to Exit 16
(US 202/NH 11).  Slated for completion in late 2013,
it is approximately six years behind the original
schedule developed in 2000.
      The total project involves making the existing
two-lane highway into a full four-lane, dual
carriageway freeway characteristic of the rest of the
turnpike to the south.  The reconstruction of several
bridges are also part of the plan, including the Red
List bridge over NH 125 at Exit 12 that has
been flagged for replacement since 1992.
      So how is the project coming along?

(continued on page 14)

      It promises to be a head-turner and an attention-
getter when it hits the road later this month.  And that’s
the whole point behind a colorful new Stormwater
Outreach Trailer being readied for action by the
Environment Bureau’s Stormwater Team (SWOT).
      The $4,900 trailer (federal grant) will be used to
carry a stormwater demonstration trailer to classrooms
and events across New Hampshire.
      “Clean water is everyone’s responsibility,” says
SWOT team member Laurel Kenna, a NHDOT
environmental analyst.  “The stormwater trailer and
stormwater table enable our  team to present
information, and up-to-date resources and materials
to schools, community groups and others in a unique
and interesting way that will get people really thinking
about New Hampshire water resources, and what they
can do to keep them clean.”
      Art students at the New Hampshire Technical Institute in Concord have designed and painted a detailed mural
on the new trailer that highlights the benefits of clean water and some of the threats to keeping it that way.
      In addition to several schools, plans are to take the Stormwater Outreach Trailer to events such as the Fish and
Game Department’s Wild NH Day in Concord and the “Mountain of Demonstrations” at Gunstock Recreation Area
in Gilford.
      The NHDOT’s stormwater outreach effort is part of the effort to meet the Environmental Protection Agency’s
2003 General Permit for Stormwater Discharges, as well as encouraging “best management practices.”
      Other members of the Environment Bureau’s Stormwater team include: Randy Talon, Ron Crickard, Daniel
Elliott and Matt Urban.

NHTI art students have designed and painted an eye-
catching mural for the Environment Bureau’s new
Stormwater Outreach Trailer that’s ready to hit the road.

      It was all thumbs up from Albert Soucy at
a retirement reception in his honor at the
Bureau of Mechanical Services on March 31.
      Surrounded by family and friends, the
longtime Machinist Foreman told of how a job
with the Department of Transportation rescued
him from the unemployment line 21 years ago.
      “It’s been great.  I will miss the job and my
co-workers, but it’s time to go,” Al said.
      The Epsom resident plans to continue his
passion of motorcycle touring on his Harley
with his wife Sarah.
      “Al is a remarkable person and the most
skilled machinist I’ve ever known,” said
Mechanical Services Administrator Tom Jelley.

Al Soucy Says Goodbye
to Mechanical Services

There were lots of laughs and good stories at Albert Soucy’s
retirement reception.  Commissioner Campbell looks on as
Mechanical Services Administrator Tom Jelley (right) concedes
that Al used to “kick my butt” in wrestling in junior high school.




