As the Purp]c loosestrife Population cxPands, concerns increase about its Potential imPact in moist FU"PlC | oosestrife, Ly’thrum salicaria, is an

habitats. Since the 1950’s, a variety of mechanical, cultural, and chemical controls have been invasive, non-native P|ant introduced in the
cmplogcd In an attcmPt to control the effect of the sPccics on natural and manmade wetlands. Thcsc (nited States from EU'”OPC ?'T‘d Asia bcgi”“ing

: , , , , , ] ' ly 1800’s. A single pl d
methods were either |mPractlca] or abandoned due to ineffectiveness or environmental concerns. Tl'ns in the Ry 150 A STV © <" produce

poster summarizes a Pilot program instituted bg the NHDOT and the New Hampshirc DcPartmcnt

more than 2.5 Million seeds each season. lts Iong
; | | o] ; | L ﬂowcring season, Proli{:ic seed set, strong root
O Agrlcu ture, Markets and Food to contro purple oosestrire In Ncw Hampshlrc wetlands between T | adaPtabilit9 to poor conditions.cnablc

1997 and 2001. the Plant to out~comPetc otheir Plant sPccies.
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T he program included the screening and selection of candidate insects, : . ' S
rcaring, controlled releases and monitoring at numerous sites throughout the '

state. A total of 1 50,400 Galerucc”a Spp- lcaF—-eating beetles were

released during the period. T he program was successful in establishing
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Galeruce”a Spp- ]caﬁ-eatmg beetles are a natural enemy of Furple Loosestrnce The beetles
reduce the growth & reProductlon of the Plants through Feecimg and deposﬂ:mg of eggs on the

Pla nt.

T hese insects were selected because theg are host—-spcchcic, possess good survival and

reProductive Potentia], and are considered effective biological control agents.
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Additional releases occurred during Statc Frison to ParticiPatc in bcct|c~rcaring activi~
the 2002-2005 seasons in the Towns
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chlaces mechanical control efforts

which are impractical, expcnsive and
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The release of beetles adjacent to and within areas proposed e T . " r - occur. | urther investigations into the Possiblc use of root {:eccling weevils
for future wetland mitigation and along NHDOT

righ’cswof;wag established cliversitg in the introduction of . #F}:I " . was SuggCSth. areas

biocontrol of loosestrife over a wider region. - =
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