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S U P P L E M E N T A L   S P E C I F I C A T I O N 

AMENDMENT TO SECTION 618 -- UNIFORMED OFFICERS AND FLAGGERS 

This supplemental specification deletes the existing Description, Equipment, and Construction 
Requirements sections from the specification and inserts the revised sections.  Revisions include 
current training requirements for uniformed officers and flaggers, as well as blue light visibility 

from every angle. 
 
 
Replace the following Description, Equipment, and Construction Requirements sections with: 

Description 

1.1 This work shall consist of furnishing qualified uniformed officers, with or without 
vehicles, or flaggers as required to direct or control traffic through or around the work or as 
ordered. 

1.1.1 The Contractor may perform flagging operations with his own forces or through 
approved Subcontractors. Subcontractors shall comply fully with Section 108.01.  Flaggers shall 
be the primary means for providing dynamic temporary traffic control operations in work zones. 

1.1.2 Uniformed officers shall have legal authority to enforce traffic laws on the roadways 
within the work zone.  Uniformed officers may be utilized for their specific authority for 
operations beyond that of a flagger, such as assistance in speed control and traffic law 
enforcement, as necessary, and as approved by the Engineer. 

Equipment 

2.1 Vehicles for use with uniformed officers shall be official police vehicles with 
appropriate police markings and blue flashing lights that are visible from 360° around the 
vehicle and to oncoming traffic. Given the variability of markings and light arrangements 
of police vehicles, the final determination of acceptable police vehicles shall be made by the 
Engineer. Police vehicles with roof mounted lights are preferable when available. Police 
vehicles used at night shall have dimmable blue flashing lights appropriate for nighttime 
operations.. 

2.2 Traffic paddles and flagger equipment shall conform to those described in the MUTCD. 

2.3 Two-way radios for uniformed officers and flaggers shall be dependable, providing clear 
communication at all times between radio operators. 

2.4 For night operations, the use of lighting at flagger stations is required as stated in the 
MUTCD. 
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Construction Requirements 

3.1 Uniformed Officers.  Uniformed officers furnished by the Contractor shall have had 
formal training in the Safe and Effective Use of Law Enforcement in Work Zones course or 
approved equivalent. 

3.1.1 Effective April 1, 2013, all Uniformed Officers working on all NHDOT funded, 
including municipally managed, projects shall have successfully completed a NHDOT approved 
course on The Safe and Effective Use of Law Enforcement Personnel in Work Zones.  This 
course shall be taken once every four years.  Sources of NHDOT approved training can be found 
on the NHDOT website. 

3.1.2 Upon request by the Engineer, the officer shall provide verification of training within 
48 hours. 

3.1.3 Uniformed officers shall be attired with regulation duty uniforms, headgear, high-
visibility apparel in accordance with the MUTCD, and shall wear an exposed badge. 

3.2 Designated Flagger Trainers.  The Contractor or the Subcontractor(s) supplying 
flaggers shall have an employee(s) designated to train flag personnel.  Designated trainers shall 
have taken a formal flagging course as described in 3.2.1 at least once every four years. 

3.2.1 A flagging course taken by employees designated to train shall consist of a minimum 
of 3 hours of training providing the following general information: 

A. Federal requirements as specified in the MUTCD. 

B. Need for consistent, current and understandable instruction from flaggers. 

C. Understanding of the MUTCD Part VI requirements. 

D. Awareness of types of motorists and vehicles (commuters, tourists, passenger, 
trucks, emergency, oversized, etc.). 

E. Safety of the work crew, motorists and the flagger. 

F. Qualities of a flagger. 

G. Flagger attire. 

H. Tools necessary to perform flagging operations and their correct use. 

1. Equipment which includes, but is not limited to, paddles, flags, 
flashlights for night, etc. 

2. Correct and appropriate hand signals. 

I. Work station safety including, but is not limited to, placement of advance 
warning signs, flagger station location, and flagger position. 

J. Additional requirements and differences of night flagging operations. 

K. Coordination with other flaggers, work crew, uniformed officers, and traffic 
signals. 
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3.2.2 Designated trainers shall pass a written examination containing thirty or more 

questions reviewing the principles of flagging.  A passing score shall be a minimum of 80 
percent. 

3.2.2.1 Upon successful completion of the flagging course and passing the written 
examination, the attendee shall receive a flagger handbook and a designated trainer completion 
certificate.  The completion certificate shall contain the name of the successful attendee, the 
name of the course provider, and the date of the course. 

3.3 Flaggers.  All flagging personnel shall be trained by a designated trainer at least once 
every four years. The course shall cover the topics outlined under 3.2.1.  Each flagger shall 
receive from the designated trainer, a card or certificate that provides the date of training and the 
designated trainer’s name.  Upon request by the Engineer, the Contractor and its Subcontractors 
shall provide verification of training within 48 hours.  Any flagger who is trained by a designated 
trainer and changes employer, must be retrained by the new employer.  Flaggers may elect to 
take a designated trainer course to meet the training requirements in this section, which would 
not expire with a change of employers.  

3.3.1 Flaggers shall wear high visibility apparel in accordance with the MUTCD and their 
attire shall be distinctive from the other workers.  Flaggers shall wear ANSI Performance Class 3 
safety apparel when flagging during hours of darkness. While encouraged, the Class 3 
requirement does not apply to pants. 

3.5 Personnel Requirements and Authority. 

3.5.1 Uniformed officers and flaggers shall work well alone and as a member of a group, 
since traffic control operations are a team effort.  Therefore, uniformed officers and flaggers 
shall also possess strong communication skills, as relaying traffic information to others 
(uniformed officers, flaggers, construction personnel, the public, etc.) is essential.  The 
Contractor shall be responsible for providing specific instructions to uniformed officers and 
flaggers regarding their duties and responsibilities, both to the public and to their fellow workers 
on the job.  They shall have authority to direct the movement of construction vehicles as well as 
vehicles of the traveling public, and shall do all that is reasonable to expedite that movement. 

3.5.2 Uniformed officers shall have police powers granted by the authorities having legal 
jurisdiction in the work area. 

3.5.3 The Contractor shall designate a person as the responsible party to coordinate the 
traffic control procedures.  This person shall be responsible to collect and report the time of 
actual traffic control to the Engineer. 

3.6 When more than one Uniformed Officer or Flagger is required for traffic control, 
effective communication shall be maintained between stations.  If effective communication 
cannot be maintained by voice or hand signals, two-way radios shall be used.  Necessary safety 
precautions shall be taken when two-way radios are used in the vicinity of blasting operations. 


