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NOTES ON CONFERENCE:
Finalization of the September 17, 2008 Meeting Minutes

The September 17, 2008 meeting minutes were finalized. No one in attendance provided
additional corrections to the draft minutes transmitted on October 13, 2008.

Epsom, X-A000(668), 15266

This project involves the replacement of the existing 13-foot bridge that carries NH Route 107
over Griffin Brook. Associated guardrail and roadwork will also be completed due to the flood
damage caused to the roadway by heavy rains in April 2007.

Bill Saffian introduced the project and explained that in addition to the bridgework, the
Department would like to complete minor stream restoration, beyond what was already in the
plans, in order to further protect the bridge wing-walls. The new alternative would adjust the
existing alignment of the stream so that it flows through the bridge at an angle nearly equivalent to
the pre-storm angle and not directly into the wing-walls. The total wetland impact would only be
approximately 0.1 acre. This alternative would also address some of the concerns that arose at the
September 30, 2008 Public Informational meeting regarding stream restoration.

Jaime Sikora asked about what the specific concerns were from the Public Informational meeting.
B. Saffian responded that during the 2007 flood event the upstream culvert at Griffin Road became
blocked, allowing a significant amount of water to build up behind it. The culvert eventually
failed, sending a large amount of floodwater downstream. The town felt that because of this, the
resulting change in the stream alignment through the fields immediately upstream of the NH Route
107 bridge was not a natural meandering change in the streambed. After researching this claim,
evidence was found that the brook, in fact, had not changed course between the 1960’s (the oldest
record found) and 2005 (the most recent pre-flood record found), and that the culvert failure was
the most likely contributing factor to this issue. In addition, the landowner also expressed her
concern about the loss of grazing land for her cattle and asked that the Department try to restore
the streambed to its pre-flood condition.

Lori Sommer asked if the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) is involved in this
project, and whether the Department had communicated with them regarding the permit
application that was submitted. Laurel Kenna stated that she had been in contact with Mike Lynch
of the NRCS, and mentioned that he had been invited to this meeting but was not in attendance. L.
Kenna also mentioned that the permit application that NRCS would have submitted would have
dealt with the upstream area in the brook. L. Sommer also mentioned that Steve Couture had
visited the site and made comments in a note to her. Matt Urban commented that he was in the
field with S. Couture that day, and he supported the approach as long as root wads were tied into
and along the bank. S. Couture also said that if the bank was not keyed in well with the stone,
there was potential for another failure.

Melissa Coppola asked if NH Fish and Game would have an issue with the alteration of the
streambed regarding time-of-year restrictions and fish or animal passage. It was noted that at last
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month’s meeting Kim Tuttle did not have a problem with the work being done. K. Tuttle had only
requested that riprap not be installed across the entire channel and that only natural round stone or
the original material from the bottom of the brook be used in the restored streambed in order to
maintain the habitat and facilitate movement of amphibians and other aquatic organisms along the
streambed. Dave Scott commented that the work would most likely be done within the typical
construction season but could be done later if high flows were an issue.

B. Saffian also stated that one attendee at the town Public Information meeting had requested that
the meeting minutes from that meeting be forwarded to the attendees of this meeting. Copies of
the minutes were distributed to fulfill this request.

At the culmination of the presentation, all representatives present from NHDES, NH Fish and
Game, FHWA, ACOE, and EPA were asked for their approval. All approved the alternative
presented. No mitigation was requested and Rich Roach indicated that the project would qualify
under the NH Programmatic General Permit.

This project was previously reviewed on the following date: 9/17/2008.

Salem-Manchester, IM-1R-93-1(174)0, 10418C

Marc Laurin discussed the wildlife crossing commitments outlined in the project’s Final
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Record of Decision (ROD). The Department tasked
their consultants, The Smart Associates and Louis Berger Group, Inc, to investigate 39 areas along
the Interstate 93 (1-93) corridor to evaluate their potential to accommodate wildlife passage
through 1-93. Their recommendations were further evaluated by the Department for engineering
feasibility, constructability, and cost. M. Laurin handed out a summary and reviewed the seven
areas that the Department finds reasonable, feasible, and have the potential for fish and wildlife
passage or enhancement of habitat. Vegetative cover will be evaluated at each of the culvert
locations. The following areas were discussed.

e Cohas Brook in Manchester

o0 Culverts within the 1-93/1-293 interchange (3N/S) have an existing shelf for wildlife
passage. Adding fencing along both sides of Cohas Brook between these culverts to
prevent wildlife from entering the median is proposed.

0 Culvert at Bodwell Road (4E) — Adding a 4-foot wide shelf within the existing culvert is
proposed.

o Existing 1-93 northbound bridge south of Bodwell Road — The Department proposes to
maintain the existing natural bank.

o Existing 1-93 northbound culvert (5N) (where Cohas Brook enters into the 1-93 median) —
The Department proposes to add a 4-foot wide shelf to the lengthened culvert.

o0 Fencing is proposed along both sides of Cohas Brook within the median. Concern was
expressed by Peter Stamnas that fencing running the entire distance from the culvert to
Bodwell Road would not be appropriate. Mark Kern agreed that a short run of fence may
be more appropriate.

e Beaver Brook in Derry — Adding a 4-foot wide shelf to the lengthened culverts (33N/S) with
fencing between the culverts to prevent wildlife from entering the median is proposed.
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e South Tributary to Canobie Lake (58N) - Stream restoration extending to Canobie Lake and a
potential wetland creation in the area of the existing northbound barrel (which will be shifted
to the west) is proposed. Providing a connection through 1-93 is not feasible at this location;
rather this would provide enhancement of fish habitat/spawning and wildlife connection with
the £17-acre Median preservation mitigation site that extends to NH Route 111A.

e Policy Brook in Salem (77B-1 & 77B-2) — This would only be considered if the project design
south of Exit 1 would include the reconstruction of the rest area on- and off-ramps. The
reconstruction of the culverts would incorporate natural passage or a shelf. Opportunities for
enhancement of the brook would be evaluated.

General discussion ensued regarding the proposed crossings. Rich Roach stated that aerials of the
proposed locations should be provided to confirm the opportunity exists for use by wildlife at these
locations. Keith Cota stated that the consultants took this into consideration in their reports with
their recommendations. M. Laurin stated that aerials of the locations would be provided. R.
Roach also asked if additional land protection would be needed to preserve the wildlife habitat.
M. Laurin replied that the areas have connections to preservation areas, some of which were
procured by the Department as part of the 1-93 mitigation, and the Department would not be
adding sites to the approved 1-93 mitigation plan. Lori Sommer, with concurrence from M. Kern,
stated that monitoring of the crossings using cameras should be investigated. This would be an
opportunity to collect data and show what works. P. Stamnas will take this under consideration.
M. Kern asked to receive electronic copies of the reports. M. Laurin will get the reports from the
consultants and provide them to those who want them. A field review was requested by Carol
Henderson and L. Sommer and set for October 31, 2008, leaving DOT at 8 am. M. Laurin will get
a van and have the consultants present. L. Sommer also inquired about the necessity of impacting
a wooded area and creating a wetland as proposed at the South Tributary to Canobie Lake area. K.
Cota replied that it would provide the opportunity for additional water quality improvements by
treating the overland flow from 1-93. Additionally, a majority of the proposed creation area would
be within the existing northbound roadway. Melissa Coppola inquired about the endangered plant
population (wild lupine (Lupinus perrenis)) in the vicinity of Porcupine Brook. M. Laurin replied
that there were no proposed crossings in that area; however this area was identified in the FEIS
and will be impacted by future roadway widening. M. Laurin will coordinate with the NHNHB, as
committed to in the FEIS, to develop appropriate mitigation measures for this impact. M. Coppola
emphasized that it is important to coordinate with the NHB as early in the design process as
possible.

This project was previously reviewed on the following dates: 8/10/1995, 1/10/1999, 2/16/2000,
5/17/2000, 6/14/2000, 7/19/2000, 8/10/2000, 9/20/2000, 10/18/2000, 1/17/2001, 2/14/2001,
3/21/2001, 4/18/2001, 5/10/2001, 8/15/2001, 9/19/2001, 10/17/2001, 11/21/2001, 1/16/2002,
2/20/2002, 5/15/2002, 6/18/2003, 10/15/2003, 12/17/2003, 10/20/2004, 11/17/2004, 1/18/2006,
12/19/2007, 2/20/2008.

North Hampton, X-A000(548), 14820

This TE project, which includes the construction of approximately 1400 feet of sidewalk along
Atlantic Avenue (NH Route 111) in North Hampton, was presented by JoAnn Fryer and Ryan
McCarthy of CLD Consulting Engineers, Inc. The purpose of the project is to connect the North
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Hampton Elementary School with the Town Center, which includes the Town Library, Former
Town Library, Police/Fire/Town Office Building, Town Hall, and Joe’s Meat Shoppe (local
country store). The project will include a paved shoulder/bike lane, granite curbs, and a 5 ft wide
paved sidewalk.

The existing roadway is not curbed and runoff sheets off to the gravel shoulders and ponds up in
driveways and travels alongside the roadway toward the Town Center. Since the roadway is not
properly graded, concentrated flows along the north sideline of Atlantic Avenue cross over the
roadway in various locations. This poses a danger to the public, especially during winter icing
conditions. The runoff then travels down driveways on the south side, floods basements, and
continues to the wetlands.

Since granite curbs will be installed, the existing drainage system will be upgraded as part of the
project. Closer to the school, the existing, non-functioning catch basins will be replaced with new
catch basins located in more optimal locations to collect the runoff and minimize pooling, and tie
into the existing 12” corrugated metal pipe (cmp) outlet. The outlet from this pipe will be
reconstructed with a stone plunge pool; however no wetlands exist at this location. There is no
increase in runoff at this location since the project is replacing an existing system. However, since
the existing system does not function (clogged with dirt), the existing outlet will experience more
flows than currently is seen during storms.

The runoff from the remaining portion of the sidewalk will be collected by three additional catch
basins that will be tied into the existing underground drainage system that outlets to a large
wetland (approximately 36 acres). This system was installed around 1996 when the railroad
bridge was replaced. According to design plans, drainage easements were secured at the time.
The existing system may have originally been designed to collect this runoff since it has the
capacity to handle the three proposed catch basins. Since the time is takes for the water to reach
the wetland will be shortened, there is an increase in peak flows. At the request of the Town’s
Conservation Commission, mitigating this flow by installing leaching catch basins and underdrain
pipes depending on infiltration feasibility is being investigated. The outlet of the existing system
will be improved by adding stone outlet protection. This will require impacting approximately 90
square feet of wetlands.

Contact with US Fish and Wildlife, NH Division of Forest & Lands, and NH Fish and Game
confirmed that there are no Threatened or Endangered species in the area. There is however, a
spotted turtle documented within this wetland, which is listed as rare or uncommon.

Rich Roach indicated that the project would qualify under the NH Programmatic General Permit,
with the condition that the Town’s Conservation Commission be satisfied with the proposed
project.

This project has not been previously discussed at a Monthly Natural Resource Agency
Coordination Meeting.
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Hooksett, X-A000(407), 12537A

Mike Dugas described this project as roadway improvements and drainage upgrades to a portion of
US Route 3 beginning at the signalized entrance to K-Mart, proceeding north to the southerly
terminus of a prior project. The limits of work have been reduced due to budget constraints
associated with this $4,000,000 Federal earmark project. The general intent of the roadway
improvements is to provide two through lanes in each direction with a center turn lane. The
roadway will be curbed with the construction of sidewalks on the east side. Currently, US Route 3
has one through lane in each direction with a center turn lane. Drainage improvements will
alleviate frequent flooding of Dalton Brook.

The entire project area is commercially built-up and paved. The project will not add any
additional pavement but, with the incorporation of grassed panels, may reduce the overall
pavement area, despite the road widening. No water quality treatment measures are proposed
other than standard catch basin sumps. The existing concrete roadway base will be removed and
select materials (sands and gravels) will be used.

Department of Transportation (DOT) drainage work includes replacing the 36” culvert that carries
Dalton Brook under NH Route 28 bypass, with a four-sided 5’x8’ box culvert, and the twin 36”
culverts that carry Dalton Brook under US Route 3 with a single four-sided 5°x8 box culvert
(preliminary). The Town secured FEMA funds and is in the permitting process to replace the
culvert that carries Dalton Brook under Benton Road with a 6’x10’ box culvert (DES File #2008-
02016) (see the 1/16/08 Resource Agency meeting minutes linked below). In conjunction with this
work, the Department has been working with Merchant’s Motors and RK Associates (K-Mart) to
address those culverted portions of Dalton Brook under their properties. K-Mart has secured the
necessary DES permit (#2008-00447) to expand their open water retention area to provide
additional flood storage. Merchant’s Motors proposes to keep their existing pipe system under
their parking lot, which includes 42 and 48" pipes, and add a 4’x5” box culvert. Rich Roach
asked if this was acceptable to DOT. Chris Carucci indicated that he believes DOT cannot force
Merchant’s into a specific design, but would prefer, from an engineering standpoint, a single larger
structure under their lot, which would be less likely to trap debris and would convey the flow more
efficiently.

Mike Hazlett asked R. Roach if he still would like to see Merchant’s Motors provide an open
channel section for Dalton Brook on their property. R. Roach indicated yes, but that if Merchant’s
Motors can provide a design that works, an alternative design could be permitted. He added that
he would still like to see what permits Merchant’s Motors had obtained for their existing system.
A meeting will be held at DES to address this.

A Public Informational Meeting is scheduled for November 12, 2008.

This project was previously reviewed on the following dates: 7/18/2007 & 1/16/2008.
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Lebanon Airport Master Plan Supplement, AIP #3-33-0010-32-2007 & AIP #3-33-0010-34-2007

The presentation opened with introductions and a brief discussion of pending night meeting at the
City of Lebanon. C. Niewola, J. Silva, R. Roach planned on attending the meeting. By consensus,
R. Roach stated that he would speak for himself, L. Sommer, and M. Kern with regard to
consensus reached during this meeting.

Mike McCrory began with a brief overview of the project status for conserving land to complete
the outstanding permit compliance for the South Apron Project. New information presented to
those attending included a letter from the attorney for the City of Lebanon, which concluded that
there is no ‘double dipping’ for conservation on the parcel adjacent to the so-called Boston Lot
(i.e., Dartmouth Conveyance) as questioned by Rich Roach during the September 17, 2008 Natural
Resource Agency Coordination Meeting. M. McCrory reviewed likely topics of discussion during
the upcoming meeting at Lebanon City Hall including double dipping and the question of original
intent for the Dartmouth Conveyance.

Further review of the 108-acre Dartmouth Conveyance included discussion of the existing
conservation areas and conservation of the Dartmouth Conveyance for the South Apron Mitigation
Program. The proposed mitigation would include conservation of 53 acres at the Dartmouth
Conveyance, which the Natural Resource Agencies may accept (10:1 mitigation ratio for the 5.25-
acre wetland impacts). The remaining 55 acres may be used in the future for consolidation and
relocation of existing conservation areas on the Airport to this off-site location. This future
proposal would be discussed in further detail as the airport planning progresses, but not at this
time.

Mark Kern noted that his preference has always been to conserve off-site and the Dartmouth
Conveyance parcel appears to be preferable with regard to long-term conservation and continuity
with adjacent conserved lands. He recognizes that new information may be sufficient to change
his perspective on the matter and that he is not taking the local politics into consideration. R.
Roach concurred that he would be willing to switch the conservation site to the Dartmouth
Conveyance for similar reasons.

Lori Sommer asked about the entity responsible for conserving the Dartmouth Conveyance. Dave
Gobin responded that the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests (SPNHF) would be
taking the conservation responsibilities. This would be a simple task since it would constitute
extending an existing SPNHF conservation easement from the Boston Lot parcel onto the
Dartmouth Conveyance parcel. M. McCrory indicated on a plan the locations and ownership of
adjacent parcels and intended conservation areas. Robert Cheney clarified that Dartmouth College
gave the 108-acre Dartmouth Conveyance parcel to the City of Lebanon as part of the Sachem
Village development without encumbrances.

M. McCrory reviewed the original 113-acre conservation site adjacent to the Airport. He reviewed
the benefits of relocating conservation away from the Airport, which included consideration of the
quality of the land to be conserved, continuity with other conservation areas, and the long-term
economic viability of the Airport. R. Roach noted that an abutting landowner is on the
Conservation Commission and the City Council, and that the Farnum Hill Preserve is nearby. He
observed that there might be a long-term opportunity to connect this parcel with the Farnum Hill
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preserve through the abutter’s property. While R. Roach and M. Kern agreed that the Dartmouth
Conveyance is preferable for mitigation, they observed that the City would benefit from a long-
term land use planning effort.

L. Sommer asked R. Cheney his opinion regarding the written opinion provided by the City
attorney referencing the possible conservation issues with the Dartmouth Conveyance. R. Cheney
responded that the letter presents sufficient information to demonstrate that double dipping of
conservation encumbrances is not an issue.

R. Cheney then elaborated on the 113-acre on-airport candidate conservation parcel. He explained
that there are factors that compound the difficulty of conserving this parcel: the TSA
enthusiastically encourages a perimeter road around the airport through this parcel; a letter from
NHDES states that the provision of a right-of-way through the conservation area does not
constitute approval of environmental permits, which apparently confounds the purpose of the
right-of-way; FAA will require a release deed in order to allow a third-party conservation of the
parcel, which would include the City paying fair market value of the rights being released to the
Airport; and the time to seek this release deed from FAA would exceed the permitting deadline
mandated by the permitting agencies. D. Gobin provided a brief overview of the airport obligated
land and how this issue may affect the viability of conserving the Airport parcel.

M. McCrory summarized that exercising the conservation of the Dartmouth Conveyance lot
expedites compliance with the outstanding permitting issues. Those present agreed and stated that
they would support this approach.

This project was previously reviewed on the following dates: 7/18/2007 & 9/17/2008.

Mt. Washington Regional Airport-Construct, Mark, Light, and Sign Partial Parallel
Taxiway ‘A’, AIP 3-33-0017-15-2006

Stephen Riesland provided a recap of the proposed taxiway and apron improvement projects to be
phased in at Mt. Washington Regional Airport. The proposed partial parallel taxiway extension
will impact a mowed wetland and there are two small wetlands further away from the runway that
will be impacted by the improvements totaling 80,770 SF of wetland impact. S Riesland explained
that there are limited opportunities for on-airport mitigation that wouldn’t later become a detriment
to air navigation. Mark Kern and Richard Roach (concurred that on-airport mitigation does not
make sense. S. Riesland proposed an off-airport location for conservation to mitigate the on-
airport wetland impacts. An 18.5+ acre parcel (Map 13 Lot 8 in Jefferson), located on Airport
Road in Jefferson, NH, abuts the Pondicherry Wildlife Refuge and is currently for sale. This off-
airport property is approximately 65 percent wetlands surrounded by upland buffers and provides a
viewshed of the Pondicherry Wildlife Refuge that the US Fish and Wildlife Service would like to
protect. The US Fish and Wildlife Service would be the conservators of this property.

M. Kern asked if the airport had prepared a map showing possible parcels for conservation. S.
Riesland explained that in an earlier meeting with Lori Sommer in September, such a map was
presented and reviewed that showed seven parcels for consideration as potential mitigation sites.
S. Riesland will forward it electronically to L. Sommer to forward to the rest of the natural
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resource agency representatives. L. Sommer asked if the Whitefield Conservation Commission
accepts that mitigation would not be in Whitefield, but instead in adjacent Jefferson. S. Riesland
said that the Chairman of the Whitefield Conservation Commission is in the process of sending a
letter to S. Riesland concurring with the Jefferson site for mitigation. L. Sommer said that the off-
airport parcel looks like a good candidate but that mitigation needs to follow Chapter 800 of the
NHDES Administrative Rules. L. Sommer will need the airport documentation showing the value
of the wetlands being impacted vs. those on the Airport Road parcel, letters from the Whitefield
and Jefferson Conservation Commissions concurring with this conservation plan, draft
conservation deed language, and amounts of wetlands on the Airport Road parcel along with
confirmation of the required 100-ft. upland buffers.

L. Sommer asked about the status of repairs to a pocket of wetland that was accidentally filled
during the previous taxiway project. This small wetland pocket (1,200 SF) is included in the
application for dredge & fill. L. Sommer asked about the possibility of conserving an 80+ acres
parcel (Map 12 Lot 3 in Jefferson) instead of the Airport Road parcel (18.5+ acres). S. Riesland
explained that there would be a conflict of interest in the acquisition of this parcel that would
preclude its acquisition for conservation purposes. Dick. Mallion, who sits on the Whitefield
Conservation Commission as well as on the Board of The Nature Conservancy, indicated that, due
to his association with these duties as well as other responsibilities with the Town of Whitefield,
the Nature Conservancy was prohibited from accepting funds.

R. Roach summarized a solution to ensure that there is no net loss of wetlands as a result of these
improvements. R. Roach said, with concurrence from L. Sommer and M. Kern , that the airport
should move forward with acquisition of the Airport Road parcel (18.5+ acres) for conservation.
The costs of acquisition will be approximately $150,000 and is to be subtracted from the wetland
mitigation compensation computation for this impact (roughly $197K) with the rest being placed
into the state’s Aquatic Resource Mitigation (ARM) Fund to facilitate full compensation. The
airport concurred with this approach and will provide the Natural Resource Agencies with the
requested information as soon as possible.

This project was previously reviewed on the following dates: 6/21/2006 & 2/20/2008.

Newington-Dover, NHS-027-1(37), 11238

Chris Waszczuk provided a handout and briefly described the mitigation components of the project
as outlined in the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). The proposed preservation
easement in the Blackwater Brook area in Dover is being pursued on a +42 acre portion of the Day
property on Sixth Street. The easement is in the process of being negotiated and will be held by
the City of Dover with an executory interest to be held by the Department. The owner has made a
hardship request to the Department for early acquisition of the easement. As stated in a letter
(copy handed out) from the City, they are requesting that the easement allow for the future use of a
portion of the property, within the preservation area, for the potential establishment of a municipal
public water supply well. A copy of the condition was handed out and discussed. All agreed, with
a minor change in the language, that the rights to develop a community drinking water supply on
the property would be allowed as a Reserved Right. Rich Roach inquired as to the status of the
Water Quality Certificate. Marc Laurin replied that an application was sent to the water quality
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section of DES several months ago; he will inquire with DES as to its status. Mark Kern inquired
as to the project schedule and funding. C. Waszczuk replied that there is some funding available
(both State and Federal) and the first construction contract is anticipated to occur in the spring of
2010. M. Laurin asked R. Roach about the status of the Corps permit. He replied that a concern
with issuance of the permit is the lack of an engineered design of the Railway Brook restoration
plan for the mitigation site in Newington. Also, USFWS input on the design will need to be
received by the Corps. C. Waszczuk stated that the final design would not be ready for a couple of
years and inquired whether the Corps permit could be issued conditional to receiving the
engineered design restoration plans. R. Roach took this under advisement and stated that
coordination will need to continue on the permit. M. Kern indicated that the Department had done
a good job with the design and mitigation for this project.

This project was previously reviewed on the following dates: 4/16/2003, 7/16/2003, 4/21/2004,
6/23/2004, 1/19/2005, 4/20/2005, 7/20/2005, 8/17/2005, 11/2/2005, 12/14/2005, 2/21/2006 &
3/21/2007.



http://www.nh.gov/dot/bureaus/environment/documents/January192005.pdf
http://www.nh.gov/dot/bureaus/environment/documents/April202005.pdf
http://www.nh.gov/dot/bureaus/environment/documents/July202005.pdf
http://www.nh.gov/dot/bureaus/environment/documents/Aug172005.pdf
http://www.nh.gov/dot/bureaus/environment/documents/Nov22005.pdf
http://www.nh.gov/dot/bureaus/environment/documents/December142005.pdf
http://www.nh.gov/dot/bureaus/environment/documents/February212006.pdf
http://www.nh.gov/dot/bureaus/environment/documents/March212007.pdf
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