BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENT
CONFERENCE REPORT

SUBJECT: NHDOT Monthly Natural Resource Agency Coordination Meeting
DATE OF CONFERENCE: June 21, 2006
LOCATION OF CONFERENCE: John O. Morton Building

ATTENDED BY:

NHDOT Army Corps of Engineers

Kevin Nyhan Rich Roach UNH

Charlie Hood Steve Pesci
Cathy Goodmen NHDES

Bill Hauser Gino Infascelli Mt. Washington Regional
Ron Grandmaison Becky Ohler Airport

Keith Cota Bruce Hutchinss
Marc Laurin EPA

Christine Perron Mark Kern FST

Bill Oldenburg Steve Riesland
John Kallfelz US Fish and Wildlife

Nancy Mayville Service

Carol Niewola Bill Neidermyer

NOTES ON CONFERENCE:

Durham, X-A000(067), 13867

S. Pesci presented this project, which is almost entirely within the curb-curb of the existing Main Street
corridor. The project begins at Pette Brook Lane and continues to just west of the rail overpass. The goal
of this project is to expand bike/pedestrian safety and capacity while also expanding capacity (pullouts) for
increased bi-directional transit service on the corridor. UNH has completed the preliminary design phase in
coordination with the Town of Durham. UNH has been designated by the town as the project manager. A
final design contract is pending,

The one area of work outside the curb/sidewalk is the Nesmith driveway relocation from Main Street to
College Road. An alternative would be to relocate the Nesmith driveway to Colovos Road, however this
would traverse a wooded area. This might necessitate additional review by environmental agencies, but
this alternative has not been seriously considered at this point.

Rich Roach asked if there would be water quality impacts associated with this project. S. Pesci responded
that no water quality impacts are expected. UNH/Durham will reconstruct existing catch basins as part of
the project. If Nesmith drive relocation to Colovos Road is pursued, S. Pesci will solicit additional
resource agency feedback.

Durham, X-A000(344), 14404 & Durham, X-A000(068), 13868

S. Pesci presented these two projects together, as they are both designed to expand transit capacity, create
an intermodal bus/rail facility, and dedicated transit passenger waiting areas at the UNH rail facility. The
TE project (#14404) will focus specifically on historic restoration of the historic facility, with the CMAQ
project (#13868) completing the rest. UNH will not need any additional easements from Guilford
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(operator) except for possible construction easements. All work will be on existing UNH property. UNH
is starting a Request For Proposal (RFP) process for an architectural consultant with historic structure
experience. There will be no water quality or Endangered Species Act (ESA) impacts associated with this
project.

S. Pesci noted that his May 25 letter had been sent to several agencies that have already replied with
comments noting the following:
- There are no LWCEF properties at any of the project sites.
- There will be no anticipated impacts to Section 6(f) properties.
- NHNHB provided ESA findings — which were historical records of observed species in the
60s. None of these sites were in any of the specified project areas.

S. Pesci offered to provide any other information requested. There were no other questions by attendees.

Durham, X-A000(070), 13870

S. Pesci explained that this project involves the relocation and upgrade of an existing Compressed Natural
Gas (CNGQ) fueling station. There are both a fleet and an infrastructure component to this project. The
scope was determined by a November 4, 2005 approval from CMAQ, NHDES and NHDOT that ties in to
companion FTA and DOE projects. An environmental classification is only required for construction
elements associated with the project. Fleet replacement has been approved and procurement completed.

There are two aspects to the construction component of the project:

A. Expand existing CNG fueling facility: S. Pesci explained that the facility would be moved
approximately 50 west and expanded on a peninsula of land adjacent to wetlands. UNH has met
with Dory Wiggin of NHDES on-site and has received assistance in designing site plans that
avoid wetlands and the 100-year floodplain. Final design plans are being engineered. The fueling
area is mainly unpaved; only the fuel dispensing area is paved. Cascade tanks and FuelMaker
units are on concrete pads in a gravel field. Rich Roach stated that the project must stay out of
regulatory flood way. UNH will provide agencies with final site plans, if requested.

B. Renovate existing vehicle maintenance facility: There is no work outside the existing structure,
which is a transit and non-transit vehicle facility. Work will upgrade fire, and safety systems for
CNG.

Bedford, X-A000(297), 13692A

J. Kallfelz described the proposed project — the reconstruction of the NH Route 101 intersection with
Hardy and Jenkins Road in Bedford. At the intersection, NH Route 101 will consist of a signalized five-
lane section with two 11-foot travel lanes, a dedicated 11-foot left turn lane and 4-foot shoulders in each
direction separated by a 6-foot raised median. This intersection has been identified by the Town of Bedford
as the most hazardous intersection on NH Route 101 in town. As such no left turns are presently allowed
out of Hardy Road. The planned improvements will provide full access to Hardy Road. A grocery store
development is planned in the northeast corner of the intersection, with access off of Jenkins Road.
Minimal impacts to adjacent wetlands, estimated at 1,000 square feet, will occur to small wetland pockets
and ditches located in the vicinity of the intersection. Following this meeting, it was determined that
wetland impacts would probably be closer to 4,500 square feet.

R. Roach inquired as to the ultimate build out scenario. J. Kallfelz replied that this is an interim project. A
corridor study of NH Route 101, conducted by the Town, recommends that ultimately NH Route 101 be
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widened to 4 lanes with raised medians with controlled access at signalized intersections. There is the
potential for development in the southwest quadrant and maybe further south of the intersection by the
Weathervane Restaurant. N. Mayville stated that this is a stand-alone project for safety improvement and
will not affect other projects. The project is the number one priority identified in the corridor study. The
issues addressed in the corridor study will be investigated in a separate project (Bedford, 13953 — the
widening of NH Route 101 from Wallace Road to NH Route 114 programmed for FY 2012. This project
will go to a Public Hearing in September 2006 with construction in 2007-2008.

R. Roach agreed that this was a safety project, but outlined concerns with potential development in the area
and anticipation of the cumulative impacts to wetlands in the vicinity of the project. C. Hood reiterated
that this job is necessary to correct a dangerous intersection and it has separate utility. M. Laurin pointed
out that there presently is a large conservation area just southwest of the project. He will provide a map
showing this area to the agencies. G. Infascelli stated that there has already been past development in
Bedford and that there is not much land that could be developed in the area. M. Kern agreed that there did
not seem to be many areas available for development, but asked if this would facilitate development. J.
Kallfelz replied it could in a limited area. M. Kern agreed. B. Neidermyer questioned rhetorically what
would be accomplished with the Corps pursuing an Individual Permit? R. Roach stated that the project
should qualify for a SPGP. All agreed.

Keene-Swanzey, HP-NHS-STP-F-MGS-MI-T-011-1(4), 10309

R. Grandmaison provided a handout that described the interim improvements along the NH Routes 9/10/12
and 101 project area in Keene, and discussed the proposed advertising schedule for these six projects. The
interim projects consist of improvements to Winchester Street (roundabout), West Street, “T” Intersection,
Multi-Use Trail Bridge, Ashuelot River Bridge, and Main Street. As part of the agreement with CLF, the
department has agreed to construct these interim projects, and review and reassess the ultimate
improvements when these short-term fixes reach capacity (LOS E). Estimates are that these improvements
should have about 10 years of life before they reach capacity.

R. Roach inquired as to the permit status. K. Cota replied that the impacts associated with the interim
projects total +6'. acres and are all within the footprint of the permits issued by the Corps and the
Wetlands Bureau for the ultimate scenario. The permits have been granted time extensions and will expire
in 2010. There may be a need to apply for new permits and update the Environmental Assessment (EA)
after the permits expire. There will be £22 acre-feet of floodplain displacement (mainly in the Ashuelot
watershed). The Department is proposing to compensate the interim project flood loss within the Ashuelot
watershed. Both wetland and floodplain mitigation will be provided in the NE quadrant of the “T”
intersection (Mitigation Area 11). Approximately 8 acres of wetlands will be created and 26 acre-feet of
floodplain compensation provided. M. Kern inquired as to the status of the other mitigation sites and if
they could be constructed in advance. K. Cota replied that all but one site (Area 28), were located within
the existing ROW and the Department has already acquired Area 28. However, due to funding issues, the
Department would not be able to create other mitigation sites and that Area 11 compensates best for the
interim projects impacts. M. Kern stated that it was reasonable and that it was good that all the sites will
be available for future compensation. All present agreed that Area 11 was appropriate mitigation for the
interim projects.

In reply to the timing of the contracts versus construction of the mitigation site, K Cota stated that the
Winchester Street project would be first, then West Street (with no wetland impacts), followed by the “T”
Intersection in which the mitigation would be constructed. This will allow for the mitigation design to be
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done by the consultant. It is estimated that this project will advertise, at the latest, in Oct 2008 with
construction in 2009. R. Roach stated that the mitigation design would need to be reviewed by the Corps.
K. Cota stated that there would be opportunity to review the design with both the Corps and the Wetlands
Bureau. M. Kern inquired about the final vernal pool evaluation. M. Laurin will send a copy of the
supplemental vernal pool assessment report, completed in June 2002, to all.

This _project was previously reviewed on_the following dates: 6/24/94, 3/23/95, 2/22/96, 11/14/96,
4/16/97, 7/16/97, 9/24/97, 10/18/00, 5/16/01 & 10/15/03.

Claremont-Newport, MGS-STP-NHS-F-X-T-014, 10433

C. Hood discussed this project, which involves the reconstruction of NH Route 11 & NH Route 103 from
the urban compact line, approximately 3.8 miles to Kelleyville Bridge. The NEPA process is complete, a
DES Wetlands Bureau permit has been issued and the Department is awaiting the confirmation of the
project under the State Programmatic General Permit (SPGP). M. Kern expressed concern that the project
would incur approximately 80,000 sf of impact and no mitigation is proposed. C. Hood detailed the history
of the permitting. Originally, the Department expected the project to impact approximately 6,000-7,000 sf
of wetlands. During final design and as a result of concerns for erosion at brooks, etc. improvements were
added at several stream crossings, which resulted in the increased impacts. These impacts provide for
water quality enhancements. Of the 80,000 sf of impacts, 19,000 sf are temporary, and 26,000 sf are
impacts to Wetlands Bureau jurisdictional areas only. The remaining 35,000 sf of impacts are spread over
the entire 3.8 miles of roadway. The larger impact areas will recreate stream channels, etc.

G. Infascelli added that since the application was filed prior to adopting the DES Administrative Rules
requiring mitigation, the current rules requiring mitigation above the 10,000 sf threshold do not apply. He
added that a lot of the impacts were a result of a request from the town to replace a bridge. The
Department will be replacing two 72” pipes with severe channel slopes (nearing 10%), effectively
eliminating improvements for fish passage. Flooding that occurred during the fall of 2005 substantially
changed the landscape of this area. The permit that was issued was contingent upon the use of as much
water quality enhancements as practicable.

M. Kern asked if there were mitigation opportunities in the area that were cost effective. G. Infascelli
stated that the Department would be effectively mitigating the project by including water quality

treatments, where possible, including vegetated swales with possible underdrain.

After brief further discussion, M. Kern was satisfied with the Department’s approach and Rich Roach
indicated that the project would qualify for a State Programmatic General Permit.

This project was previously reviewed on _the following dates: 5/20/98 & 5/17/00

Mount Washington Regional Airport, AIP #3-33-0017-15-2006
A meeting was held at the office of the NHDOT on June 21, 2006. The purpose of the meeting was to
present the project at an early stage in order to obtain any early input from the agencies.

Project Description:  Design Only — Partial Parallel Taxiway, Taxilanes, and Aircraft Apron
Reconstruction. The partial parallel taxiway will consist of approximately 1,335 ft x 35 ft taxiway. The
purpose of the parallel taxiway is to provide a safer and more efficient access to the single Runway 10-28
at the Mt. Washington Regional Airport. Another component of the project will be the design of
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approximately 1,650 If of taxilanes to service the existing hangar area. The purpose of the taxilanes is to
provide an alternate and more efficient access to the existing hangar area. Currently, the hangar area is
serviced by a single point of access from the existing apron pavement. The aircraft apron is in poor
condition and is in need of reconstruction. In addition, three existing tie-down locations will be displaced
as part of the construction of the parallel taxiway and will need to be replaced.

Wetland Impacts: The construction of the parallel taxiway will impact approximately 40,000 square feet
of wetlands. The wetlands are of low value and function and consist of poorly drained soils within a
mowed field adjacent to the runway. The disturbed area is less than one acre and approval may fall within
the SPGP per a comment from Mr. Roach.

Mitigation: Due to the limited availability of uplands within the boundary of the airport, construction of
similar wetlands on airport property is probably not feasible. A more suitable method of mitigation would
be to determine the cost of on-site wetland construction and utilize a like-sum of money for the purchase of
property near the airport as conservation/preservation land. FST will coordinate with the NH Audubon
Society, The Nature Conservancy, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Friends of the Pondicherry to
identify an appropriate parcel. Two parcels were mentioned during the discussion. One parcel containing
approximately 11 acres is known as the Kearny Parcel. Another possibility is a 16+-acre parcel near NH
Route 16.

Mark Kern suggested that as part of the documentation, FST would need to document why on-site
mitigation is not feasible.

Rich Roach understands that avoidance is not feasible due to FAA design criteria.

FST will proceed with the design and required documentation and submit to DES for wetlands approval.



