BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENT

CONFERENCE REPORT

DATE OF CONFERENCES: October 2 and 9, 2008
LOCATION OF CONFERENCES: J.O. Morton Building

ATTENDED BY: Kevin Nyhan, Matt Urban, Marc Laurin, Steve Liakos, Angela Hubbard,
Tom Jamison, and Dean Eastman, NHDOT; Dina Boles and Michelle Juliano, Public Works;
Edna Feighner, Linda Wilson, Jim Garvin, and Beth Muzzey, NHDHR; Jamie Sikora, FHWA;
Sean James, HTA; Jason Lodge and Matt Low, HTA; Dan Hudson, CLD; Ryan McCarthy, CLD;
and Jeff Babel, Hollis Public Works.

SUBJECT: Monthly SHPO-FHWA-ACOE-NHDOT Cultural Resources Meeting

Claremont, X-A000(418), 14494

Hopkinton, STP-TE-X-000S(450), 13483A (80428R)
Connecticut River Scenic Byway Signs
Stewartstown, X-A000(496), 14767

Sutton 15346 (no federal number)

Andover, X-A000(219), 14169

Conway, HP-STP-NHS-DPI-MGS-TX-0153(001), 11339B
Haverhill-Bath SP-10436

North Hampton, X-A000(548), 14820

Hollis (no state/federal number)

Bath 14439 (no federal number)

Merrimack 12105

Troy 10434

Thursday, October 2, 2008

Claremont, X-A000(418), 14494. Participants: Dan Hudson, CLD Engineers
(danh@cldengineers.com) and Kurt Beek, City of Claremont.

Daniel Hudson, PE of CLD Consulting Engineers and Kurt Beek of the City of Claremont
attended the meeting for an initial discussion of the reconstruction and upgrade of the
Charlestown Road, West Pleasant Street, Maple Avenue, and Hillstead Road intersection, known
locally as "Drapers Corner". The intersection is abutted by residential uses, many of which are
historic. It was explained that the proposed project would reconstruct the intersection to provide
auxiliary turning lanes and improved pedestrian facilities, and would replace the existing span
wire signal with a modern traffic signal system. Handouts including photos and a reduced plan
were provided for review and a large plan of the conceptual layout was used for discussion
purposes. It was noted that proposed modifications are intended to improve intersection safety
and provide sufficient intersection capacity through the design year.


mailto:danh@cldengineers.com

A northbound right-turn lane would be added to Charlestown Road, a southbound right-turn lane
added to West Pleasant Street, and left-turn lanes added to the eastbound and westbound Maple
Avenue approaches. Widening to accommodate these changes would impact abutting properties,
necessitating driveway and slope easements, as well as partial right-of-way acquisitions.
Widening at the existing 4'x5"' stone box culvert on Maple Avenue east of the intersection, would
necessitate replacement or extension of the existing structure. Joyce McKay offered to research
whether or not an assessment of the existing stone box culvert had already been completed. It
was noted that the downstream end had been previously widened with a concrete head wall and
the structure itself has been penetrated by a waterline utility.

NHDHR Determination:

NHDHR determined that an archaeological investigation would not be required if the project
remained essentially in the right-of-way; however a Project Area Form was requested to
determine whether or not a historic district exists. Preservation Company is completing the
project area form. NHDHR requested that Lynne Monroe complete a table of effects for the
project as well.

Hopkinton, STP-TE-X-000S(450), 13483A (80428R). Participants: Jim Garvin;
Dina Boles and Michelle Juliano, Public Works; Tom Jamison, TE Coordinator.

Jim Garvin met with Dina Boles and Michelle Juliano of the Public Works to work out
the fire protection project for the Covered Railroad Bridge on the Concord to Claremont
Railroad in Contoocook. NHDHR is the TE project sponsor. Dina Boles presented an
outline of her investigations in two principal areas: bridge lighting and water supply for
fire protection. For lighting, she suggested the possibility of solar-powered LED units
with motion sensors. The lighting would be mounted in the center of the roof on the side
opposite the road. The lights are 6” X 6” and there would be two or three of them.
NHDHR encouraged her to continue to explore this option.

Under water supply question, she reported that the town water main is across Main Street
from the bridge and passes under the bed of the river rather than over the adjacent
highway bridge, making it too expensive to connect the proposed sprinkler system to the
municipal water system. The Hopkinton fire chief has recommended a dry standpipe in
the Contoocook River, and the design team will have to explore the costs, permitting
requirements, and location of such a pipe.

The meeting also began to discuss other required permits, including a ROW certificate. It
was noted that easements would not be needed and that current right-of-way mapping
should be sufficient. A wetland permit will be needed when the location of the standpipe
is identified. NHDHR would also need to complete a categorical exclusion for the
project. [Charlie Hood later offered to help/complete the document.] B. Muzzey
indicated the need to ensure public participation under Section 106. She noted that the
project must provide for continuing NHDHR review of compliance with the Secretary’s
Standards as design details may change under the proposed design-build approach. B.
Muzzey also asked Public Works to develop some performance standards/specifications
for the contract to permit NHDHR to review the contract.



Connecticut River Scenic Byway Signs. Participant: Dean Eastman.

This part of the project fabricates 93 signs that will be placed in the right-of-way on class 1 Town
Highways in New Hampshire and Vermont. The project will involve 4 Byway communities in
New Hampshire: Claremont, Haverhill (Woodsville), Lancaster, and Colebrook. The signs direct
travelers to specific Scenic Byways destinations. Vermont requests concurrence with its No
Historic Properties Affected memo. E. Muzzey signed the memo, requesting that the visual
clutter of signs along the highway be minimized as much as possible. D. Eastman explained that
many were replacement signs.

Stewartstown, X-A000(496), 14767. Participants: Joyce McKay and Dean Eastman.
(Rick Johnsen (johnsen@ncia.net).

Beth Muzzey and Linda Wilson reviewed with Dean Eastman the necessary type of
documentation for the Poore Farm project. NHDHR has requested an individual form for
the property, which would examine each building at the site. The form would identify
the significant elements of each building, which would need to be appropriately treated
during building rehabilitation with federal funds. A professional architectural historian
should complete the form, which could be Tom Visser or the other available consultants
on the NHDHR’s consultant list. Edna Feighner confirmed the need for the
archaeological investigations.

Sutton 15346 (no federal number). Participants: Jason Lodge
(Ilodge@HoyleTanner.com) and Matt Low, HTA.

The project involves the Morse Loop Road Bridge in Sutton, NH. J. Lodge provided an
overview, including location, description of the bridge, pavement limits, etc. He indicated that
the bridge replacement project remained on the existing alignment.

The following items were discussed:

The existing bridge is comprised of steel beams and concrete abutments.

The timber deck has been replaced several times.

The steel beams may have been salvaged from somewhere else.

Hoyle, Tanner intends to design a complete replacement.

The existing bridge was built in 1988, and it was concluded that no historic resources
would be affected by this project

There are no archaeological concerns, and a Phase 1A Study is not required.

e The No Historic Properties Affected memo for the municipally managed project was
executed with caveat that if October 2, 2008 plans change, Hoyle, Tanner will return to
the Cultural Resources Committee to re-present the project.
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Thursday, October 9, 2008

Andover, X-A000(219), 14169. Participants: Kevin Nyhan.

Kevin Nyhan presented this project, which involves work at the intersection of US Route 4 and
NH Route 11 in Andover. NHDOT will be addressing the surface of the trail along about 100’ on
either side of the bridge area. Kevin presented the mitigation the Department will undertake for
the impacts, which includes:
e Landscaping around the bridge wings, including evergreen and deciduous species;
e Protecting existing railroad features (telltales) with orange construction fencing during
construction;
e Marking the bridge with a sign reading “Northern Railroad,” or other appropriate
wording;
Monitoring sensitive buildings along the detour route for vibratory impacts,
e Mitigation through design; and
Memorializing an early coordination mechanism with maintainers of rail trails when
projects occur along a rail trail.

The Adverse Effect memorandum was signed. Kevin asked Jamie Sikora for an expedited review
and transmittal to DOI/ legal sufficiency as the project is scheduled to advertise in January.

Conway, HP-STP-NHS-DPI-MGS-TX-0153(001), 11339B. Participant: J. McKay

Beth Muzzey reviewed the request from the property owner of the Shedd House to eliminate the
garage from the covenant on the property and sign correspondence to that effect. The building
had collapsed during its relocation. B. Muzzey requested information on the following: 1) the
date of building collapse; 2) the condition of the garage; and 3) the method of bracing for
relocation. [The information was subsequently provided and the letter of agreement to remove
the garage from the covenant was signed by Beth Muzzey and the Commissioner.] Linda Wilson
noted that DOT, as easement holder, had never received notice of approval of the project by the
town government. B. Muzzey noted that the landscaping plan had not been presented at the
Cultural Resources Meeting. [J. McKay will review the plan with the property owner to
determine which alternatives to the proposed parking are feasible.]

Haverhill-Bath SP-10436. Participant: Matt Urban.

Matt Urban reviewed the proposed sale of a six-acre surplus land adjacent to the Androscoggin
River, which was acquired in 2004. SHPO requested that the following conditions be met prior to
the sale of this parcel:

1) The existing structure should be documented using a short individual form. The form would
indicate the integrity of the property, specifically stating why it is not eligible for the National
Register. The documentation would need to be paid for by Right of Way.

2) The sale would be contingent on the purchaser conducting all appropriate phases of an
archeological investigation of the 6 + acre property.



3) M. Urban noted that DOT would be reserving a strip of land parallel to the existing road for a
drainage easement. Any further work in these areas would require archaeological review.

SHPO does not object to the sale of this parcel should the conditions above be met.

North Hampton, X-A000(548), 14820: Participant: Ryan McCarthy, CLD Engineers
(ryanmm@cldengineers.com).

Ryan McCarthy presented the subject project to the attendees to receive their input and
determination of the potential effects of the subject project on cultural resources.

1. Project Overview

The Town of North Hampton has received funding from the State of New Hampshire Department
of Transportation’s (NHDOT) Transportation Enhancement Program for the construction of a
sidewalk along NH Route 111 (Atlantic Avenue) from the North Hampton School to the Town
Library. The goal of this project is to connect the elementary school with the Town Center,
including the library, town offices, town hall, police and fire stations, and country store, for safer
pedestrian access. This project is called the: ‘“North Hampton Can Do Kids Sidewalk Project” by
the Rockingham Planning Commission (RPC), and the funding proposal was prepared largely by
the seventh grade “Can Do Sidewalk Kids.” This area has been a source of concern since two
pedestrians were killed along NH Route 111.

The project will include a 5-foot wide paved shoulder/bike lane, granite curbing, a 5-foot wide
paved sidewalk, and drainage structures along the north side of the road. The majority of the
sidewalk will remain in the Atlantic Avenue right-of-way and Town property except for one
location where the sidewalk clips the corner of the lot adjacent to the North Hampton Elementary
School. Tree removal will include the removal of a row of spruce trees, a row of arborvitaes that
line Atlantic Avenue, and a large unhealthy hardwood tree. The existing utilities run along the
south side of the road except for several guy poles located on the north side, which would be
shifted to the back edge of the sidewalk.

Construction of the sidewalk in the area of the Town Center will improve vehicular and
pedestrian safety. The existing driveway entrances in front of the municipal buildings are
excessively wide and dangerous for pedestrians to cross and therefore will be tightened. The
proposed design includes bump out and island extensions, a new raised island, and painted
crosswalks.

It was noted that the soils are generally stoney. Excavation for the project will generally occur
within the first foot of the ground surface and only be deeper for drainage basins.

2.  NHDHR DISCUSSION AND DETERMINATIONS

e Beth Muzzey recalls that there may have been a historical survey down in this area
previously. It was asked that a file search be performed at the NHDHR office and to
contact Tanya Kress to set up an appointment. (A file search was performed after the
meeting at NHDHR offices, which found a survey of the N. Hampton Village Historic
District and the N. Hampton Town Hall, both which are eligible for the National and
State Registers.)
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e The removal of the row of arborvitae and spruce trees are of concern, and NHDHR
asked the approximate age of these trees. CLD will consult with the project’s
landscape architect Robbi Woodburn, Woodburn and Company, to determine an
approximate age. It was noted that the residents of the property did not oppose their
removal. It was suggested that if removal occurred, new plantings should be installed.

e The stone wall located in front of 196 and 200 Atlantic Avenue appears to be historic.
It was asked whether the replacement of the catch basin and pipes adjacent to the wall
would disrupt the wall. In response, a trench box would be used during excavation to
remove and replace the catch basin so that the wall would not be disturbed. The
existing pipe that extends under the wall will remain in place and be tied into the new
basins.

e Edna Feighner requested that a Phase 1A archeological assessment with soil coring be
performed in the area of excavations. A list of archeological consultants can be found
on the NHDHR website.

Hollis (no state/federal number). Participant: Jeff Babel, Hollis Public Works.

This culvert replacement project on Wright Road is being completely funded by the Town of
Hollis, but the town will require a wetland permit. The culvert is being undermined by erosion,
and individual stones are collapsing into the stream. The town is proposing to replace the
structure with a 6’ plastic pipe. The new head walls will be constructed using the existing granite
from the culvert.

Beth Muzzey requested that the town complete a stone culvert survey form to determine whether
the culvert is eligible for the National Register. The project is currently scheduled for next year.

Bath 14439 (no federal number). Participants: Sean James
(sjames@hoyletanner.com).

Sean James from Hoyle, Tanner & Associates, Inc. (Hoyle, Tanner) provided a follow-up to a
presentation given on 9/11/2008 to the Cultural Resource Committee. The design is fully funded
with municipal funds. The town has applied for Jeffords funding. The town is trying to achieve a
ten-ton load limit with the project.

S. James had contacted Arnold Graton regarding the work he performed in 1987 with the first
topic discussed being the additional purlins added to the bridge. Mr. Graton thought that the
additional purlins were added since there was some rot in the existing purlins, and they were
trying to retain as much original fabric as possible. After some discussion it was decided that the
purlins added in 1987 could be removed and the remaining purlins repaired with epoxy wherever
possible. S. James indicated that there would have to be some limit of section loss (e.g. 50% or
greater) noted in the rehabilitation plans where original purlins could be replaced.

The second topic discussed with Mr. Graton was the bridge floor beams. S. James noted that the
bridges width is 23’-5”, which is wider than most covered bridges. Hoyle, Tanner’s inspection of
the bridge noted 54 pre-1987 floor beams, 123 new floor beams, and 11 floor beams whose origin
was not immediately evident. Mr. Graton did not know the exact age of the floor beams in the
bridge but guessed that they may have been original to the bridge. He remembered that some



were relocated but was not sure of the exact details. After some discussion, the following was
agreed to:

e [J Hoyle, Tanner will provide a plan drawing of the floor beams indicating the
location of the pre- and post-1987 floor beams. The plan will be used by the
committee to determine if there is a pattern (2’ on center or 4’ on center) for the
pre-1987 floor beams.

e [J Hoyle, Tanner’s recommendation to use glulam floor beams at 4’ on center
with a sawn deck is acceptable provided that the pre-1987 floor beams are
retained. S. James suggested that some pre-1987 floor beams be relocated to a
location above the abutments and pier and supported from below with blocking
so that they can support the H10 live load. The remaining pre-1987 floor beams
will be sistered with a new glulam floor beam.

There was a brief discussion regarding retention of the arches and bents under the west end of the
bridge. These items were added to the bridge in 1918 when it was raised by the railroad. The
consensus of the committee was that there was not enough information on these items to make a
determination about their repair/retention at this time. It was requested that Hoyle, Tanner send
photos of these parts of the bridge

Merrimack 12105. Participant: Marc Laurin, Steve Liakos, and Angela Hubbard.

S. Liakos indicated that the construction contractor had performed value engineering for the
project. He indicated that about $125,000 would be saved by replacing all twelve beams rather
than just the west beam. Because weathering steel would be used, the steel would not require
painting, reducing maintenance costs considerably. New steel and concrete would carry loads
twice the amount of its current capacity. These findings are not new knowledge to NHDOT. The
project was bid as a rehabilitation project because the bridge was evaluated as an eligible
structure.

B. Muzzey indicated that the project had been negotiated under Section 106. The Corps’ input on
the proposed changes is needed. M. Laurin has left several messages for R. Roach to get in
contact with the Department to discuss this issue. S. Liakos stated that a meeting with him and
DHR would be arranged as soon as possible in order to get his input and to meet the construction
schedule. The contractor will need to hire an engineering firm to design new pedestals and
produce appropriate plans of the redesign for the Department’s approval. B. Muzzey expressed
concerns with the value engineering process as the project was negotiated through the Section
106 process over the past years, and it is difficult to hear that everything is to be set-aside at the
last minute. She also stated that public participation is a part of the whole Section 106 process
and will need to be redone. L. Wilson stated that the MOA would also need to be amended.

Troy 10434. Participant: Joyce McKay.

The NHDHR originally determined that the dwelling at 30 Fitzwilliam Street, which is included
on a surplus parcel of two acres, was not eligible for the National Register. For the meeting, it
was thought that the area to be surplused included the entire parcel rather than the immediate
acreage associated with the dwelling, which is approximately two acres. The larger parcel
contains a potentially eligible quarry site and the building foundation of a house and barn site and
was not entirely surveyed during the original investigation. E. Feighner requested a phased



archaeological survey before transfer of the parcel. While the two acres associated with the house
lot does include the larger parcel, this later portion will be protected by a conservation easement,
which may be amended to include archaeological resources.

**Memos/MOA’s:

Submitted by Joyce McKay, Cultural Resources Manager

http://www.nh.gov/dot/bureaus/environment/CulturalResourcesMeeting.htm
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