BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENT
CONFERENCE REPORT

SUBJECT: Monthly SHPO-FHWA-ACOE-NHDOT Cultural Resources Meeting
DATE OF CONFERENCES: January 12, 2017

LOCATION OF CONFERENCE: John O. Morton Building

ATTENDED BY:

NHDOT NHDHR
Sheila Charles Laura Black
Ron Crickard Edna Feighner
Jill Edelmann

Sally Gunn FHWA

Jon Hebert Jamie Sikora

Rebecca Martin
Kirk Mudgett

PROJECTS/PRESENTATIONS REVIEWED THIS MONTH:
(minutes on subsequent pages)

Ossipee 10431, X-MGS-NHS-X-T-0271(032) ..........evrreerereereereeseereresseseeeseeseeeessesesseeessesseseseseses 1

Ossipee 10431, X-MGS-NHS-X-T-0271(032)
Participants: Sally Gunn, Jon Hebert, Kirk Mudgett, NHDOT

Continued consultation to provide an update on the project scope, discuss eligibility
determinations; anticipated effects on potential resources based on the proposed design

Jill Edelmann introduced the project team and commented on the aggressive timeline for the
project, which includes reconstruction of a portion of Route 16 in Ossipee. She shared that Lisa
Mausolf is in the process of completing a project area form update and is concentrating on the
current (recently modified) project design and project area.

Jon Hebert provided an overview of the project. He mentioned that the project has been around for
around 20 years. At the previous meeting, 3 segments with different proposed treatments were
presented, now there are only two segments. The northern section previously proposed (north of
Polly’s Crossing Road) to cold plane 3 inches of existing pavement and put back 3 inches of
pavement and drainage improvements has been removed from the project.

At the southern portion of the project beginning at the intersection of Route 16 and Route 28 the
project proposes signal upgrades, restriping and a pavement overlay with minor drainage work.
The pavement treatment will extend from the intersection with Route 28 on Route 16 to the
intersection with Isaac Buswell Road. The slip ramp to merge onto Route 28 will be removed and
a yield right turn lane will be constructed.

From the intersection with Isaac Buswell Road, extending north to just north of Polly’s Crossing
Road, the treatment will be full box reconstruction with widening and drainage work. Currently the
road is 24 feet wide with no shoulders and a speed limit of 40 miles per hour. The treatment will
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require around 3.5 feet of excavation and the existing concrete slab will be removed. A new ditch
line will be installed on the west side of the roadway and the road width will be increased to 30
feet. The profile and alignment will remain as they exist currently. The design proposes drainage
improvements. Stormwater treatment areas are also proposed due to the increase of impervious
area. Some tree clearing will be necessary and right-of-way acquisitions on the east side of Route
16 are planned. The advertising date for the project is June 2019.

The group discussed that the State right-of-way varies from 55 feet to 60 feet wide through the
project area. The group discussed some of the cultural resources in the project area. The Duncan
Lake School House (7 Island Path) is National Register eligible and will have no impacts. The
Stone House (Robinson Bertwell 985 Route 16) is National Register eligible and will have no
impacts. The alignment was shifted away from the Stone House, but curbing and drainage will be
added. The design will not have property impacts and will not be impacting the stone wall in front
of the house. The group discussed the Sunny Villa Restaurant, where there are some right-of-way
acquisitions and impacts planned. There may be part of a historic structure within the Sunny Villa
building, but it has been significantly modified and the integrity has been compromised. The
design proposes to add curbing and drainage at the Copp property. The Copp property includes a
building that is more than 50 years old. There is as stormwater treatment area proposed on or near
the edge of the Copp property. Laura Black stated that it’s premature to make effect findings at
this time, before the project area form has been finished. She explained that National Register
boundaries are not always concurrent with right-of-way or current property lines. . The group
discussed that there are no impacts anticipated to the Dairy Bar, though there will be some
driveway matching. There was a conversation about the stone box culvert at the end of Isaac
Buswell Road that passes under Isaac Buswell Road and a portion of Route 16: it will most likely
be bypassed with a parallel culvert. Laura Black stated any impacts to the stone culvert should
follow the NHDOT Management Plan for Stone Culverts

The group discussed stone walls. There will be some impacts to stone walls. There are stone walls
perpendicular and parallel to Route 16. There was a comment that some stonewalls in the project
area have fallen. There is a 50’ stone wall on an adjacent Copp property, but not on the existing
Copp historic parcel. There are two other locations where stonewalls will be removed or filled
over. NHDOT Stone Wall Policy should be followed if impact to stone walls cannot be avoided.

Edna Feighner commented that she is okay with the archaeology report and the areas covered in
the report. She commented that she has no concerns.

The project has been to a Public Meeting and a Public Hearing is being scheduled for February
22" Jamie Sikora asked why the right-of-way acquisition is necessary. J. Hebert explained that it
is needed for future maintenance of the widened roadway and adjacent slopes.

Laura Black commented that the planning document seems to be coming in at the end of the
project because there was an emphasis on the “aggressive timeline” for the project, and the fact
that the project was placed on a meeting agenda to discuss effects before the planning document to
inform the Section 106 identification step was completed. Jamie Sikora said that it is still before
the Hearing, so it is not late in the schedule. She shared non-project specific comments regarding
how identification decisions are sometimes made, such as when the physical integrity of a property
is so compromised that survey is not recommended and it is assumed that National Register
eligibility is unlikely. She reminded the group that physical impacts are assessed for the



boundaries of the National Register eligible resource, not the State right-of-way. L. Black stated
that completion of the project area form being prepared by Lisa Mausolf is necessary before state
and federal agencies can determine if inventory efforts will be necessary. She mentioned that they
may need inventory updates including the stone house (eligible for the National Register), the
school house (eligible for the National Register), and the Copp property, which was previously
determined to not be eligible for the National Register. There was a comment that the Dairy house
fits into the mid-20™ century theme.

In summary, Laura Black stated that until the Project Area form is received and reviewed, and the

Section 106 identification step is fully completed, they cannot offer comments on whether there
are impacts to the National Register eligible resources.

Submitted by:  Sheila Charles and Jill Edelmann, Cultural Resources
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