
 NHDOT / ACEC-NH Bridge Subcommittee 
MEETING NOTES 

September 13, 2019 

Location: Time: 
NHDOT- Large Highway Design Conference Room 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM 

Purpose of Meeting: Third Quarter Meeting 2019  
 
Invitees: 

 

�  Bob Landry, NHDOT 
x Angela Hubbard, NHDOT (Co-Chair) 
x Joe Adams, NHDOT 
x John Poisson, NHDOT  
x David Scott, NHDOT  
x Tony Weatherbee, NHDOT  

 
 
 

x Tom Kendrick, MJ 
x Bob Durfee, D&K  
x Steve Hodgdon, HTA (Co-Chair) 
x John Watters, GPI  
x Adam Stockin, WSP 
x Tom Levins, GM2 

�  Kim Smith, H&H 

x Dan O’Connor, Collins 

 

Notes By:  T. Levins 

Action Items: In red text 
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

1. Department staff changes (promotions, new-hires, retirements, etc.) 

• A new Materials and Research Administrator has been hired, Dennis Herrick.  He 
was previously Chief of Engineering Audit.  Dennis will now be on the Consultant 
Selection Committee. The Geotechnical Design Chief is still not filled. 

• CE I-III in Bridge Design has been posted to the outside. 

• New PM position in Highway Design not filled yet.  The posting closed recently 
and interviews will be forthcoming. 

 

2. Summary of In-House Design Section staff meetings 

• July Staff Meeting:   
o Risk based inspection FHWA changes 
o FAST ACT Load Rating Requirement for emergency vehicles 

o Some new load ratings are required in proximity with Interstate by end 
of this year 

o Asbestos procedure – updating in-house guidelines. NHDOT is coordinating 
w/ Consultant for testing (traffic control done by District forces). BOE to 
coordinate mitigation requirements. RPF used. 

o AASHTO COBS update – January: Ballot items were established. Bureau of 
Bridge Design staff reviewed items and commented.  Subsequently, the 
Agenda was updated for the year end meeting. NOTES FROM JUNE 
MEETING ARE ATTACHED 

• August Staff Meeting: 
o New wetland rules.  Training for DOT personnel in October 2019. 

o It is unknown at time of meeting if consultants were invited. No 
consultant representative present had any recollection of invite. 

o Discussion on presentations at PO and PI meetings. 
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o Preservation Projects – Can combine PO and PI meetings. 

o Other projects – PO and PI meetings separately 

o Front Office Project Information Sheet (FOPIS) should be developed at the 
start of a project and can serve as the initial Scope of Work 

o NHDOT will develop the initial FOPIS for most projects, and 
Consultant will be required to update the FOPIS as needed 
throughout the project life. 

o There is a new NHDOT Transportation Data Management System located on 
the Bureau of Traffic Website: 
https://www.nh.gov/dot/org/operations/traffic/documents.htm  

� This web-based interactive map allows users to customize searches, and 
directly view and download traffic count data. 

� The “Historic Traffic Data” Reports are no longer being updated. 
� You can still request specific traffic info such as turning counts if it’s not 

on the TDMS. Crash Data may also be available. 

o The deck overhang reinforcing detail on the Partial Depth Precast Deck Panel 
sheet will be changing.  The Bureau still needs to agree on the revised detail.  

 

3. NHDOT Information for Consultants 

• NHDOT Bridge Design Manual update 
o Still getting unresolved issues resolved before can put out the revisions of 

Chapter 6, Substructures 

o Chapter 7 Rehabilitation section still needs finishing. Still need to finalize 
details. 

• The Pre-Approved Proprietary Retaining Walls table has been revised to include 
2 new companies: 

o ReCon Wall Systems precast concrete modular wall up to 16-ft. height; only 
14-ft. height if surcharge load. 

o CSI Group Uwall MSE retaining wall up to 28-ft. 

• The new policy regarding structural steel coatings has been approved and the 
memorandum needs to be written. All bridges over Tier 1  and Volume based for 
other bridges. Front Office approval was required due to cost; therefore, formal 
policy requested by Front Office. Memorandum to be done within a few weeks. 

 

4. Technical Topics (Some will be FUTURE discussions/topics) 

• MASH crash tested bridge railing – policy by end of year 

o Status of NH bridge and approach railing simulation analysis 

o Can use railing if  documentation justifies use 

o RoadSafe doing simulations (Dynamic Loading) for all types of rail in 
NETC; current railings are passing 

o 20 years of satisfactory performance plus simulation that shows 
passing performance will allow continued use of the railing after 
December 31, 2019. 



 NHDOT / ACEC-NH Bridge Subcommittee 
MEETING NOTES 

September 13, 2019 

o Temporary barrier deadline is also Dec. 31, 2019.  However, if it was crash 
tested with NCHRP 350 it can continue use but all new manufactured 
temporary barrier must be crash tested to MASH. No decision from Highway 
Design yet on what the new MASH barrier is 

o Non-NHS bridge railing options 

o Low speed bridge railing options 

o Bridge railings have been simulated with the current detailing. 

o Temporary barrier use on non- NHS bridges with low speed is case by case 
basis with respect to braced or unbraced requirement. 

• UHPC: 

o Is there an US steel pin manufacturer?   

o Fabricators are trying to develop 

o Any performance information available from early projects that used UHPC? 

o No performance information from NHDOT currently. Matt Royce from 
NY State DOT may have performance information. 

• Bridge Preservation Practices:  

o Info and examples will be in the BDM 

o Ed Welch (former Administrator, Bureau of Bridge Maintenance at NHDOT) is 
Chair of Bridge Preservation National Committee 

o NHI course on bridge rehabilitation projects.  Possibly include about reuse of 
existing substructures, cathodic protection. 

o John Watters explained that this course was for Contract 
Administrators/Field Engineers, but there is a course NHI-134062 that 
is intended for designers. 

o Some State Bridge Maintenance Bureaus “grease” ends of beams. 

• Waterproofing membranes: 

o Summary of polyester polymer concrete used on projects. 

• Constructability Reviews 

o What level of effort on this is expected during the different phases of project 
development? 

• Cost Estimating 

o What level of effort on this is expected during the different phases of project 
development? 

******Above boxed items were tabled for discussion at next quarterly meeting ****** 
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5. Business Topics (discuss potential for future discussion and coordination with other 
subcommittees) 

• Statewide On-Call contracts (number and contract value) vs. Standalone 

o Consider time requirements (administration, review, approval process) 

� Consider Brainstorming on ways to improve Department 
procedures & policies on Contract Procurement and Schedule 

o Consider funding structure and budgeting for the Department 

o Consider topic for CQI? 

• Consultant access to contract documents 

o Can more be done or made available to be exactly what contractor and 
State have access to? 

� Project Viewer is available; Project information goes up soon after 
Ad date which now includes the proposal. 

� It was noted that Maine DOT information is readily available 

� NHDOT IPD Estimates can be a tool; possibly have Consultant 
populate quantities into software?? 

• Person-hour ranges for typical project scopes of various sizes 

o Many states have person-hour estimate data (kept current) that assist in 
evaluating engineering efforts in preliminary and final design for bridge 
projects. 

o Maybe discuss other ways to streamline Scope and Fee process 

o Make sure appropriate amendments are included in baseline 

• New consultant Co-chair to be nominated and approved at December meeting 

 

6. Potential NHDOT and Consultant bridge training opportunities 

• NHI course offered: Construction Inspection of Bridge Rehabilitation Projects 

o Course is not for designers or NBIS inspectors but more for CAs 

o Had to cancel because not enough people signed up.  Can reschedule if 
interest. 

 

7. Bridge Bureau workload and anticipated consultant support needs 

Webster 41429 short list was decided on September 12, 2019.  Awaiting Front Office 
Approval. 

Hampton 42573 – LOIs are due October 3, 2019 
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8. Subcommittee membership rotation / new members 

Tom Kendrick, Bob Durfee, Bob 
Landry 

Sept. 2017 to Sept. 2019 

Steve Hodgdon, John Watters, 
Joe Adams, John Poisson 

Sept. 2017 to Sept. 2020 

Adam Stockin, Tom Levins, David 
Scott, Tony Weatherbee 

Sept. 2017 to Sept. 2021 

Kim Smith, Dan O’Connor Sept. 2019 to Sept 2022 

9. Upcoming meetings are scheduled on Friday’s from 10:00 to 11:30 AM on the following 
dates: December 13, 2019, March 3, 2020, June 12, 2020, September 11, 2020, 
December 11, 2020. 

 

Next Meeting - Friday December 13, 2019 

Attachments: 

• AASHTO COBS Meeting Notes 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Tom Levins 

 


































