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Alternatives Overview MapOverview Map - Alternati ve Sites

Alternative I 
Station: Westville Road (Plaistow)
Layover: Atkinson Depot Rd /
Route 121 (Haverhill & Plaistow)

Alternative II
Joanne Drive (Plaistow)

Alternative III
Main Street (Plaistow)
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ALTERNATIVE SITE OVERVIEW MAP
ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS
From 17 preliminary site options, three paired alternatives 
(station and layover) were identified for further development 
and analysis as part of the Alternatives Analysis process. 
An Alternatives Analysis report is almost complete that 
documents the alternative development process and analysis 
completed on the following topics: 

–– Land Use/Zoning
–– Site Acquisition
–– Ridership
–– Noise & Vibration
–– Traffic & Parking
–– Natural Resources

–– Air Quality
–– Visual Impacts
–– Hazardous Materials
–– Capital Costs 
–– Operations & 

Maintenance Costs

ALTERNATIVE SCREENING
Over the past several months, results from the alternatives 
analysis were reviewed by the Project Advisory Committee, 
Town of Plaistow Board of Selectmen, and the public.  Each 
alternative was analyzed using a set of evaluation criteria 
developed at the beginning of the study. The purpose of this 
evaluation was to identify a recommended alternative. A 
summary of each alternative and the benefits or issues for 
each site is contained in the following pages. 

RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE
Based on the input received so far, Alternative II is the 
Recommended Alternative. Over the next few months, 
this alternative will be reviewed further as part of a 
NEPA Environmental Assessment (EA) that documents 
the regulatory issues and compares the Recommended 
Alternative with a No Build condition. 
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Alternative I (Haverhill Layover & Westville Road Station)

SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVE I BENEFITS & CONSTRAINTS

Benefits/Advantages Constraints/Issues

–– Lowest capital investment cost ($40.5 million).
–– Station site creates no significant environmental 

impacts, including wetlands or other water resources.
–– Station uses existing NHDOT park-and-ride lot.
–– Station and layover facility uses are compatible with 

adjacent land uses.  
–– Layover facility is furthest from schools/Village Center.

–– Operational issues tied to 1.1-mile separation of layover 
and station (existing freight & passenger service).

–– Largest number of residences within 1/2 mile of sites
–– Operational subsidies may be required because facilities 

are separated; Town of Plaistow cannot support costs. 
–– Layover site has moderate to high sensitivity for 

archaeological resources and moderate environmental 
impacts (stream and floodplain).

–– Westville Road must be slightly realigned to the east.

Alternative I is located in 
both Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire. The layover site in 
Haverhill is 1.1 miles south of 
the station site that is at the 
existing Westville Road NHDOT 
park-and-ride lot in Plaistow. 
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Alternative I - Layover
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Alternative I - Layover
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Alternative I - Layover
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Alternative 2
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Alternative II (Joanne Drive)

SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVE II BENEFITS & CONSTRAINTS

Benefits/Advantages Constraints/Issues

–– Best regional access to Route 125; Joanne Drive has an 
existing signalized intersection.

–– Fewest number of noise impacts. 
–– Fewest number of residential properties within ½ mile.
–– Operationally ideal; co-location allows movement 

between station/layover without access to main line.
–– Low potential for hazardous materials, historical, 

cultural, and archaeological resources impact.
–– Allows potential to connect to Plaistow Center.

–– Highest capital investment cost ($50.5 million)
–– Site has the highest potential impact on natural 

resources, including wetlands.
–– Requires acquisition of three residential buildings.
–– To avoid wetlands areas and minimize need for ramping 

due to site grading, parking for the station is not very 
close to the platform.

Alternative II is located on 
Joanne Drive in Plaistow, New 
Hampshire. Located directly 
adjacent to the main line tracks, 
the station is connected to the 
layover facility by a separate, 
dedicated track. 
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Alternative 3
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Alternative III (144-146 Main Street/Testa Realty Property)

SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVE III BENEFITS & CONSTRAINTS

Benefits/Advantages Constraints/Issues

–– Operationally ideal; co-location allows movement 
between station and layover without access to main line 
track; reduces impact to Amtrak and freight services.

–– Station is located closest to Plaistow Village, which 
would allow the best access for local passengers and 
bicycle and pedestrian access.

–– Results in minor environmental impacts and no impacts 
to potential vernal pools.

–– Concern with traffic impacts on Main Street.
–– Reduces opportunities for other (TOD) development.
–– Highest potential impact on schools/surrounding area.
–– Site has the most difficult regional access.
–– Requires acquisition of largest amount of land, including 

Town of Plaistow parcel. 
–– High capital investment cost ($49.4 million).
–– The existing industrial site has the highest potential for 

hazardous materials issues and impacts.

Alternative III is located on 
the Testa Realty industrial site 
off Main Street (Route 121A)
in Plaistow, New Hampshire. 
The station and platform are  
adjacent to and parallel with 
the main line tracks. 

Little River

Åõ125

Åõ121A

Plaistow 
Town Hall

Pollard
Elementary

School

Åõ125

Blosso
m

Rd
Pla

ist
ow

Rd

Westville Rd

East Rd

Rutl
ed

ge
Dr

No Name

Kelleher Ave

Whit
on P

l

Joanne Dr

Oak

Ridge Rd

Ga
rd

en
Rd

NoName

Plaistow Commuter Rail Extension Study

0 250 500125
Feet

°

Data Sources: MassGIS, Rockingham Planning Commission,
Town of Plaistow Assessor Tax Map, GRANIT, Normandeau
Environmental Consultants

Alternative 1 - Station
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