
 

Questions?  Please contact Rita Castonguay Hunt at rhunt@dot.state.nh.us or (603) 271-1677 

 

FAA Definition of  an Unmanned Aircraft (UA)? 
A device used or intended to be used for flight in the air that has no onboard pilot.  Unmanned Aircraft do not 
include traditional balloons (refer to 14 CFR part 101), rockets, and unpowered gliders.  
 

FAA Definition of  an Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS)?  
A UA and its associated elements related to safe operations, which may include control stations (ground-, ship-, 
or air-based), control links, support equipment, payloads, Flight Termination Systems, and launch/recovery 
equipment. 
 

Integration of UAS into National Airspace System (NAS) 
The FAA’s three goals for UAS integration are:  Safety, Efficiency, and Timeliness. 
 

Categories of UAS Operations 
There are three types of UAS operations according to the FAA:  Public (commercial), Civil (commercial), and 
Model (recreational). 
 

FAA Proposed Categories of UAS 
UAS are categorized by weight.  Small UAS (sUAS) weigh more than 250g (0.55lbs) but less than 25kg (55lbs).   
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Commercial UAS Operations 
A Commercial Operator is defined by 14 CFR Part 1 and applies to an operation for compensation or hire.  
UAS used in commercial operations must request relief from airworthiness certification requirements as 
allowed under Section 333 of the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012, as well as, training and 
equipment requirements allowed under a 
certificate of authorization or blanket waiver. 
 

Commercial Operations Require:   
- A Section 333 Exemption;  and either 
- A Blanket Waiver; or 
- A Certificate of Authorization 

 
 

      Resources 
 

The NEW Small UAs Rule (part 107) will be effective 
August 29, 2016. A summary and complete rule can 
be found here:  https://www.faa.gov/uas/ 
 

UAS Programs and Partnerships 
https://www.faa.gov/uas/programs_partnerships/ 
 

Advisory Circular for part 107 
https://www.faa.gov/uas/media/AC_107-2_AFS-
1_Signed.pdf  
 

 

FAA Clarifications 
 
 

Airspace means the ground level and up per 49 U.S. 
Code § 40103 
 
 

“Airport” refers to all federally registered airports, 
heliports, and seaplane bases.  This includes both 
private and public-use airports.  This map contains 
all NH “airports”:  
http://nh.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index

.html?id=94a3075c805349948c6f06c0e1fa25e9  
 

The Blanket Waiver was developed to streamline the COA 
process for the FAA.  A blanket waiver is automatically 
issued when a Section 333 Exemption is issued.  Parameters 
include:  operations in Day VFR and below 200’, a UAS 
under 25kg, and not within certain distances of an airport 
with an ATCT; a published instrument approach procedure 
(IAP); or a heliport. 
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