Glossary

ADA: See Americans with Disabilities Act.

ADA Transition Plan: NHDOT’s transportation system plan that identifies
accessibility needs, the process to fully integrate accessibility improvements into
the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), and ensures all
transportation facilities, services, programs, and activities are accessible to all
individuals.

ADAAG: See Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines.

Accessible: A facility that provides access to people with disabilities using the
design requirements of the ADA.

Accessible Pedestrian Signal (APS): A device that communicates information
about the WALK phase in audible and vibrotactile formats. Also known as APS.

Alteration: A change to a facility in the public right-of-way that affects or could
affect access, circulation, or use. An alteration must not decrease or have the
effect of decreasing the accessibility of a facility or an accessible connection to an
adjacent building or site.

Americans with Disabilities Act: The Americans with Disabilities Act; Civil rights
legislation passed in 1990 and effective July 1992. The ADA sets design guidelines
for accessibility to public facilities, including sidewalks and trails, by individuals
with disabilities. Also known as ADA.

Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG): ADAAG
contains scoping and technical requirements for accessibility to buildings and
public facilities by individuals with disabilities under the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990.

APS: See Accessible Pedestrian Signal.

Cross Slope: The grade that is perpendicular to the direction of pedestrian travel.



Curb Ramp: A ramp that cuts through or is built up to the curb.

Detectable Warning: A surface feature of truncated domes, built in or applied to
the walking surface to indicate an upcoming change from pedestrian to vehicular
way.

DOJ: See United States Department of Justice

Element: An architectural or mechanical component of a building, facility, space,
site, or public right-of-way.

Facility: All or any portion of buildings, structures, improvements, elements, and
pedestrian or vehicular routes located in the public right-of-way.

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA): A branch of the US Department of
Transportation that administers the federal-aid Highway Program, providing
financial assistance to states to construct and improve highways, urban and rural
roads, and bridges.

FHWA: See Federal Highway Administration

Operable Part: A component of an element used to insert or withdraw objects, or
to activate, deactivate, or adjust the element.

Pedestrian Access Route (PAR): A continuous and unobstructed path of travel
provided for pedestrians with disabilities within or coinciding with a pedestrian
circulation path.

Pedestrian Circulation Path: A prepared exterior or interior surface provided for
pedestrian travel in public right-of-way.

PROWAG: An acronym for the Accessibility Guidelines for Pedestrian Facilities in
the Public Right-of-Way (formerly called “Public Rights-of-Way Accessibility
Guidelines”). These guidelines, first issued in 2005 by the U. S. Access Board, have
not yet been adopted by the U.S. Access Board but are recommended by the
Federal Highway Administration as a best practice when working in the public
right-of-way. This guidance addresses design practices related to pedestrian
access to walkways and streets, including crosswalks, curb ramps, street



furnishings, pedestrian signals, parking, and other components of public rights-of-
way.

Right of Way: A general term denoting land, property, or interest therein, usually
in a strip, acquired for or devoted to transportation purposes. “Right of way” also
may mean the privilege of the immediate use of the highway

Running Slope: The grade that is parallel to the direction of pedestrian travel.

Section 504: The section of the Rehabilitation Act that prohibits discrimination by
any program or activity conducted by the federal government.

Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP): The Statewide
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) is NHDOTSs four year transportation
improvement program. The STIP identifies the schedule and funding of
transportation projects by state fiscal year (July 1 through June 30). It includes all
state and local transportation projects with federal highway and/or federal transit
funding along with 100% state funded transportation projects. Rail, port, and
aeronautic projects are included for information purposes. The STIP is
developed/updated on an annual basis.

State Asset Data Exchange System (SADES): Developed through a partnership
with University of New Hampshire Technology Transfer (UNH T?) for the collection
of inventory data. SADES is a cloud-based solution to effectively and uniformly
collect critical infrastructure data on a statewide level that provides
specifications, methods, training and data exchange services for all

stakeholders. NHDOT Office of Federal Compliance leveraged the SADES program
to collect sidewalk, curb ramp, crosswalk and Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS)
data.

STIP: See Statewide Transportation Improvement Program

Uniform Accessibility Standards (UFAS): Accessibility standards that all federal
agencies are required to meet; includes scoping and technical specifications.

United States Access Board: An independent federal agency that develops and
maintains design criteria for buildings and other improvements, transit vehicles,



telecommunications equipment, and electronic and information technology. It
also enforces accessibility standards that cover federally funded facilities.

United States Department of Justice (DOJ): The United States Department of
Justice (often referred to as the Justice Department or DOJ), is the United States
federal executive department responsible for the enforcement of the law and
administration of justice.



