Governor Sununu’s ADA message

The Americans with Disabilities Act was a profound piece of legislation that covered every
aspect of social and economic life. It changed the landscape of America creating a more fair and
welcoming environment to all Americans. As we celebrate the 30" Anniversary of the ADA we
can take pride in all it has accomplished and take measure in what is still left to do. For me I’'m
proud of my family’s relationship to the ADA. My dad, working with President George H.W.
Bush, Senator Ted Kennedy, Senator Bob Dole and countless advocates, helped craft the ADA
and sign it in to law. And, since then, millions of lives have been positively impacted. However,
the real credit goes to all the individuals, the families, the advocates - back then and today - who
ensure that all voices and perspectives are heard and who push us to do more. With your help we
will build on the progress of the last 30 years and continue to remove barriers faced by
individuals with disabilities. I will now read a Proclamation celebrating the 30 Anniversary of
the ADA here in New Hampshire.

WHEREAS, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was signed into law on July 26, 1990 to
ensure the civil rights of citizens with disabilities and usher in an era of independence, freedom
of choice, control of their lives, and fair opportunity without barriers; and

WHEREAS, the ADA protects people with disabilities against discrimination by employers,
public entities, public transportation, public accommodations, commercial facilities,
telecommunications, and empowers Americans with disabilities to achieve their full potential;
and

WHEREAS, New Hampshire boldly affirms the principals of equality and inclusion for
persons with disabilities as embodied in the ADA and the laws and ordinances of the Granite
State; and

WHEREAS, numerous organizations throughout New Hampshire are dedicated to improving the
lives of people with disabilities, and work with constituents and communities to bring forth the
promise of hope and freedom that is envisioned by the passage of the ADA; and

WHEREAS, July 26, 2020 celebrates the thirtieth anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities
Act;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, CHRISTOPHER T. SUNUNU, GOVERNOR of the State of New
Hampshire, do hereby proclaim JULY 26, 2020 as AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
AWARENESS DAY in the State of New Hampshire, and join the Disability Rights Center and
the Governor's Commission on Disability in celebrating the 30th anniversary of this historic
legislation.



