
 

 

 

Phyllis Harrington Reflects on Meaning of ADA in Role of GCD 

Business Administrator 

The thirtieth anniversary of the ADA is the perfect time to take a minute and reflect on 

the importance of the Americans with Disabilities Act. When I did that, I realized 

something not everyone can say. As a staff member of the Governor’s Commission  

on Disability, the ADA is celebrated daily because the GCD is New Hampshire’s  

ADA resource.  

Then, I took it a step further and recognized how my specific role at the GCD intertwines 

with the lives of those with disabilities.  As the Business Administrator, I often deal with 

budgets and spreadsheets. In doing so, I also track the specific grant monies for 

programs that affect those with disabilities. For example, one of those programs is the 

Telecommunications Equipment Assistance Program. TEAP provides access to those 

persons whom, without appropriate equipment, would not be able to use 

telecommunication services effectively; they would be unable to access public safety 

programs. Right now, the daily operations of that program are run by Future In Sight. 

Communication access has only grown in importance since the ADA made disability 

rights, civil rights. 

So, happy anniversary ADA and thanks, GCD, for the opportunity to impact lives—even 

if it’s from behind the scenes. 

 

End of document. July 2020  Phyllis Harrington is a staff member of the Governor’s 

Commission on Disability and serves as Business Administrator. 

 




