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Focus: Difference Between Accessible Van Parking and  

Accessible Parking Designated Spaces 
Concord, NH—With the change of season, more of us are taking advantage of the sunshine and  

enjoying all that the Granite State has to offer. With this in mind, there is no better time to share a  

reminder about the differences between accessible parking 

spaces and van accessible parking spaces. 

“It’s all about accommodation,” said Chuck Saia, Executive 

Director of the Governor’s Commission on Disability. “In New 

Hampshire, anyone with an accessible parking plate or plac-

ard under most circumstances, may park in any accessible 

space—van, or otherwise. However, for those with ramps or 

lift-equipped vehicles, the van accessible spots are more 

than a convenience. The access aisle is three feet bigger 

than the usual accessible aisle and this allows an individual 

to safely get in or out of a vehicle without being blocked.” 

A vehicle other than a van may be parked in the van  

accessible marked space, as well. There are individuals,  

because of their disabilities, who require extra room to get in 

or out of a vehicle which is not a van.  

If you went to Walmart, for example, you might see designated van accessible parking spaces and 

accessible parking spaces. Essentially, a sense of disability etiquette, common sense and dignity 

come into play when an individual with a proper placard or license chooses a parking space. They 

should ask themselves, “Even though I can, should I park in that space or leave it for someone who 

really needs it?”  

Information about Accessible Parking Etiquette is available in a brochure which may be downloaded 
at www.nh.gov/disability.  
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Parking Etiquette is always something 

to keep in mind. 

http://www.nh.gov/disability

