SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY GOVERNING BOARD

OFFICE OF LICENSED ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONALS

CONCORD, NEW HAMSPHIRE

In The Matter Of:
Docket #03-2013
Kelly J. Sharich
(Adjudicatory/Disciplinary Proceeding)
DECISION AND ORDER

By the Board:
Maureen Heckman, SLP, Chair, Debra E. Kaufman, SLP, Laura Darling, SLP, Deborah Snow-Major, SLP, and Luann Udell, Public Member
Also present:
Tina M. Kelley, Administrator to the Board

Appearances:

None

On August 1, 2013, the New Hampshire Speech-Language Pathology Governing Board (“Board”) voted to DENY a request for reinstatement of Kelley Jo Sharich’s (“Ms. Sharich” or “Applicant”) license.  See Order on Application Denial (“First Order”), dated August 1, 2013.  Ms. Sharich petitioned the Board for a hearing on August 12, 2013 and the Board issued a “Notice of Hearing, Order to Show Cause” on August 21, 2013.  Ms. Sharich submitted an e-mail on October 3, 2013 stating that “for personal and health reasons I will not attend and realize that my license for SLP has been denied.”

On October 3, 2013, the hearing was held in accordance with RSA 328-F: 23 and 328-F:24; Aph 200 and Spe 200.  Ms. Sharich did not appear.


At the time of the hearing, the Board reviewed the Order on Application Denial and supporting exhibits.
Relevant Law:

RSA 328-F:21 I.:


Licensees shall maintain their current business and home addresses on file with their governing boards.  Any changes in address shall be provided to the office no later than 30 days from the date of the change.

Misconduct sufficient to support disciplinary proceedings shall include:

RSA 328-F:23, II (i):


Practice without a currently valid license.


and
RSA 328-F:23, II (j):


Violation of any provision of this chapter, of any governing board’s practice act or rule adopted pursuant to RSA 541-A, or of any state or federal law reasonably related to the licensee’s authority to practice or ability to practice safely.

RSA 328-F:27, II.:


Practice of an allied health profession by any person who is not, and was never, licensed to practice such profession shall constitute unauthorized practice.  A business which holds itself out, through advertising or in any other way, as providing an allied health service but does not have available to supervise its services an allied health professional licensed to provide the services which the business purports to offer, is engaged in unauthorized practice.

RSA 326-F:3, I (a)


Demonstrate sufficient evidence of good professional character and reliability to satisfy the board that the applicant shall faithfully and conscientiously avoid professional misconduct and adhere to this chapter, RSA 328-F and the board’s rules.

RSA 326-F:8,


II.
No person shall represent himself or herself or the services offered by using the letters “SLP” or the words “speech-language pathologist” … or any similar words if the intent of such use it to imply that the person is licensed, unless licensed under this chapter.


III.
Any person who states or implies by word or act that he or she is currently licensed to practice speech-language pathology at a time when she or he does not hold a currently valid license shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

Spe 404.01:


Misconduct shall be:


(h)
Practice without a currently valid license or certificate.

Spe 404.01:

(i) Violation of:

(1) Any provision of RSA 328-F;

(2) Any provision of RSA 326-F;

(3) Any rule adopted by the board;

Principle of Ethics III, Rule A:



Individuals shall not misrepresent their credentials, competence, education, training, experience, or scholarly or research contributions.

Principle of Ethics IV, Rule B:


Individuals shall not engage in dishonesty, fraud, deceit, misrepresentation, sexual harassment, or any other form of conduct that adversely reflects on the professions or on the individual's fitness to serve persons professionally.

Findings of Fact and Rulings of Law:

· Ms. Sharich held a New Hampshire Speech-Language Pathology license from January 23, 2002 through December 31, 2003.

· Ms. Sharich let her licensed lapse by not renewing that license on December 31, 2013.

· Ms. Sharich practiced without a license at Epsom Central School from January 2004 through February 2006 without a license in violation of RSA 328-F:23, II (i), RSA 328-F:23 II. (j), RSA 326-F:8, Spe 404.01(h), Spe 404.01(i), Principle of Ethics III, Rule A, and Principle of Ethics IV, Rule B.
· Ms. Sharich represented herself and the services she offered by using the words “Speech Language Pathologist” in conjunction with her name in violation of RSA 326-F:8.
· Ms. Sharich changed her home location from during her period of licensure and failed to notify the Board’s office as evidenced by Ms. Sharich own admission in a letter received October 29, 2013 in violation of RSA 328-F:21, I, , RSA 328-F:23, II. (j), and Spe 404.01(i).
· Ms. Sharich has not demonstrated to the Board “sufficient evidence of good professional character and reliability” as evidenced by practicing without a license from January 1, 2004 until February 2006 and not keeping the Board’s office informed of her current home address during her period of licensure in violation of RSA 328-F:21, I, RSA 328-F:23, II (i), RSA 328-F:23, II(j), RSA 328-F:27, II, RSA, RSA 326-F:3, I(a), RSA 326-F:8, Spe 404.01, Principle of Ethics III, Rule A, and Principle of Ethics IV, Rule B.


THEREFORE, IT IS HERBY ORDERED that the original “Order on Application Denial” is upheld and Ms. Sharich’s REQUEST FOR LICENSURE IS DENIED.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Ms. Sharich shall bear all costs of complying with the terms of this Decision and Order, but she shall be permitted to share such costs with third parties.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Board may consider Ms. Sharich’s compliance with the terms and conditions herein in any subsequent proceeding before the Board.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Ms. Sharich’s breach of any terms and conditions of this Decision and Order shall constitute unprofessional conduct pursuant to RSA 328-F:23, II.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Decision and Order shall become a permanent part of Ms. Sharich's file, which is maintained by the Board as a public document.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Decision and Order shall take effect as a final Order of the Board on the date it is signed by an authorized representative of the Board.


BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

Date:  November 7, 2013
________________________________________


Maureen Heckman, SLP, Chair



Authorized Representative of the New Hampshire



Speech-Language Pathology Governing Board

