
CHAPTER Gen 100  ORGANIZATIONAL RULES

PART Gen 101  PURPOSE

	Gen 101.01 Purpose.  This chapter sets forth the organization and statutory responsibilities of the genetic counselors governing board and the manner of communication with the board.

PART Gen 102  DEFINITIONS

	Gen 102.01 “ABGC” means “ABGC as defined in RSA 326-K:1, I, namely the “American Board of Genetic Counseling”, its equivalent, or successor.

	Gen 102.02 “ABMG” means “ABMG” as defined in RSA 326-K:1, II, namely the “American Board of Medical Genetics”, its equivalent, or successor.

	Gen 102.03 “Board” means "board" as defined in RSA 326-K:1, III, namely, "the genetic counselors governing board established in RSA 328-F."

	Gen 102.03 “Genetic counselor” means an individual, who is licensed by the board under this chapter, to engage in the competent practice of genetic counseling.

	Gen 102.04 “NSGC” means the National Society of Genetic Counselors, its equivalent, or successor.

	Gen 102.05 “Office of licensed allied health professionals” means “office of licensed allied health professionals” as defined in RSA 328-F:2, IV, namely, “an agency of multiple governing boards in professions of the allied health field.”

	Gen 102.06 “Practice of genetic counseling” means, for the purposes of advising an individual client, a client’s family, or other licensed health care professionals:

	(a)  Obtaining and evaluating individual, family, and medical histories to determine genetic risk for genetic or medical conditions and diseases in a patient, his or her offspring, and other family members;

	(b)  Discussing the features, natural history, means of diagnosis, genetic and environmental factors, and management of risk for genetic or medical conditions and diseases;

	(c)  Identifying and coordinating genetic laboratory tests and other diagnostic studies as appropriate for the genetic assessment;

	(d)  Integrating genetic laboratory test results and other diagnostic studies with personal and family medical history to assess and communicate risk factors for genetic or medical conditions and diseases;

	(e)  Explaining the clinical implications of genetic laboratory tests and other diagnostic studies and their results;

[bookmark: _GoBack]	(f)  Evaluating the client’s or family’s responses to the condition or risk of recurrence and provide client-centered counseling and anticipatory guidance; and

	(g)  Providing written documentation of medical, genetic, and counseling information for families and health care professionals.

PART Gen 103  DESCRIPTION OF THE BOARD AND BOARD MEETINGS

	Gen 103.01  Composition of the Board.  The board consists of 5 members appointed as specified in RSA 328-F:4, VI. The members include 3 New Hampshire licensed genetic counselors, one practicing New Hampshire licensed physician with experience in working with genetic counselors, and one public member.

	Gen 103.02  Officers.  Each January the board elects officers for terms of one year.

	Gen 103.03  Relationship of the Board to the Office of Licensed Allied Health Professionals.  Pursuant to RSA 328-F:3, II, the chairperson of the board or the appointee of the chairperson is a member of the board of directors of the office of licensed allied health professionals. 

	Gen 103.04  Responsibilities of the Board.  The board has the responsibility to:

	(a)  Fully and conditionally license genetic counselors;

	(b)  Provisionally license people to practice genetic counseling and regulate their practice;

	(c)  Renew and reinstate the licenses of genetic counselors;

	(d)  Regulate the profession of genetic counseling; and

	(e)  Investigate complaints of misconduct by licensees and take appropriate disciplinary action.

	Gen 103.05  Board Meetings and Quorum.

	(a)  Pursuant to RSA 328-F:8 the board meets monthly or more often as its business requires.

	(b)  A majority of the board constitutes a quorum.

	Gen 103.06  Attendance at Meetings By Members of the Public.  Pursuant to RSA 91-A:2, II, members of the public may attend and record board meetings, except for those parts of the meetings which are nonpublic sessions as defined in RSA 91-A:3.

	Gen 103.07  Notice of Meetings.

	(a) Notice of the time and place of board meetings, excluding emergency meetings, shall be given in accordance with RSA 91-A:2, II.

	(b)  Information about the time and place of board meetings shall also be available by telephone at the number stated in Gen 104.01(b) and by TTY/TDD through the number stated in Gen 104.01(c).

	Gen 103.08  Minutes of Board Meetings.

	(a)  Minutes shall be kept of board meetings and of official actions taken by the board.

	(b)  Such minutes shall:

(1)  Record the members participating in each vote; and

(2)  Separately record the position of members who dissent, abstain or concur.

PART Gen 104  PUBLIC INFORMATION

	Gen 104.01  Office Location and Mailing Address, Telephone Number, Number for TTY/TDD Users and E-Mail Address.

	(a)  The board's office location and mailing address is:

Genetic Counselors Governing Board
c/o Office of Licensed Allied Health Professionals
Philbrook Building
121 South Fruit Street
Concord, New Hampshire 03301

	(b)  The board's telephone number is (603) 271-8389 and its fax number is 603-271-6702.

	(c)  Access for in-state TTY/TDD users is through Relay New Hampshire by dialing 711 or by dialing 1-800-735-2964.

	(d)  The board's e-mail address is tina.kelley@nh.gov.

	Gen 104.02  Communication with the Board.

	(a)  Persons wishing to correspond with the board or make submissions to it may:

(1)  Send a letter;

(2)  Send the correspondence or submission by fax, provided that it is printed or typed and that the board's rules do not require it to be sent by mail; or

(3)  Send the correspondence or submission by e-mail, provided that the board's rules do not require it to be sent by mail.

	(b)  Persons seeking information from the board may do so by:

(1)  Mail, fax or e-mail as set forth in (a) above; 

(2)  Telephoning the board; or

(3)  Accessing the board as described in Gen 104.01(c).

	Gen 104.03  Public Access to Records.

	(a)  Pursuant to RSA 91-A:4 members of the public may inspect and copy those records of the board, including meeting minutes, which are public records and not exempt from disclosure under:

(1)  RSA 91-A:5;

(2)  RSA 328-F:24, II; or

(3)  Other applicable federal or state law.

	(b)  Public records shall be inspected and copied during regular business hours at the office of the board at the location stated in Gen 104.01(a).

	(c)  Persons desiring copies of public records shall reasonably describe the information being sought and pay the actual cost of the copies.

	(d)  If records are requested which contain both public information and information exempt from disclosure pursuant to (a) above, the board shall delete the information exempt from disclosure and provide the remaining information.
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