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MINUTES of May 22, 2013
The May 22, 2013 meeting of the Recreational Therapy Governing Board convened at 9:00 a.m. with the following members present:


Rebecca Taylor, RT, Chair


Bronwyn Dronsfield, RT


Stephany Lavallee, Public Member

Jennifer Frye, RT

Absent:
John Preve, Public Member

The Board voted to approve the minutes of April 4, 2013 on a motion from Bronwyn Dronsfield with a seconded by Stephany Lavallee.

PUBLIC MINUTES

1.
RECREATIONAL THERAPIST APPLICATION FOR LICENSURE

The Board approved the following recreational therapist application for licensure on a motion from Jennifer Frye with a second by Stephany Lavallee:


Ashleigh L. Bakaian, RT

2.
RECREATIONAL THERAPIST APPLICATION FOR LICENSURE APPROVED UNDER THE FAST TRACK PROGRAM


The Board ratified the approval of the following recreational therapist application for licensure on a motion from Jennifer Frye with a second by Bronwyn Dronsfield:

Cara L. Carr, RT
3.
CONTINUING EDUCATION AUDIT


The Board voted on a motion from Stephany Lavallee with a second by Jennifer Frye to approve the continuing education audit report for the following recreational therapist:


Deanna L. Hutchins, RT
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The Board reviewed the request of Louise A. Morin to accept the course titled “Boundaries” worth 2 continuing credits taken July 7, 2011 and the following courses taken after December 31, 2012 towards her continuing education requirements:

· 2012 Newsletters, volume 1, 2, 3, and 4 – 6 continuing education credits;
· Maine Recreation Therapy Association: Who, What, Where, Wen, and Why? – 1.5 continuing education credits – taken 4/26/13;
· Early Stage Dementia Programming – 1.5 continuing education credits – taken 4/26/13;
· Recreational Therapy with Neuropsychology Partnership – 1.5 continuing education credits – taken 4/26/13;
· Adaptive Recreation and Sports: Equipment, Techniques and Programs in New England and Beyond – 1.5 continuing education credits – taken 4/26/13; and
· Taijiquan and Qigong as Recreation Therapy Interventions – 1.5 continuing education credits – taken 4/26/13.

The Board voted on a motion from Jennifer Frye with a second from Bronwyn Dronsfield to accept Ms. Morin’s request and inform her that she cannot use the courses taken after December 31, 2012 towards her 2014 requirements.  The Board has determined that Ms. Morin has met the continuing education requirement for the biennium ending December 31, 2012.
ADMINISTRATIVE

4.
Laws:


a.
HB 234 – relative to occupational and professional boards and commissions procedures concerning military service and occupational experience or training.  Amendments made to this bill.  Senate Hearing scheduled for May 1st at 9:30 am, the bill was referred to committee.


b.
The Board reviewed HB 556 establishing a committee to study the resolution of barriers to the use of telehealth technology in NH and the AOTA position paper on telehealth.  The Board instructed their Administrator to monitor this bill.

5.
Money saving initiatives are paying off:


a.
Copying – The Office of Licensed Allied Health Professionals has reduced the cost of paper considerably.  Between January 1st and April 30th only 48 reams (4 cases) of paper were purchased.  Previously 108 reams (9 cases) were being purchased every three months.


b.
Postage – The Board reviewed the cost of postage for each month between July, 2012 and April 2013.  It was noted that since instituting certain procedures, beginning in March, to reduce the amount of information mailed and average of 325 dollars has been saved each month.  A chart of FY 2013 and FY 2014 will be kept to ensure that the Office is moving in the right direction.

c.
Budget is looking good – The Office is not anticipating the need to transfer money from one account to another but if it is needed there was $5,999.08 in class 020 at the end April 30, 2013.
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6.
Consolidation:


a.
The Board’s Administrator provided the Board an outline of information provided at a meeting on April 24, 2013 with Jean Barnes and Mary Belecz.  At this meeting Board Chair’s and Administrators were provided the opportunity to view the floor plans of the Philbrook Building and ask questions.  Wendi Guilette , OT Board Chair and Maureen Heckman, SLP Board Chair attended the meeting with Tina Kelley, Administrator.  The full Board agrees with the main concern with regards to confidentiality.


b.
On May 7, 2013 Jean Barnes provided a copy of the floor plans.  The Board reviewed these plans and noted that their Administrator and Staff were located in a large room.  This room contains 14 support staff and 2 administrators.  They further noted that there are 2 offices dedicated to retired, part time employees coming from Health and Human Services, 5 offices are dedicated to files, and at least 3 offices dedicated to secretarial staff.  The Board finds this unacceptable and will request a meeting with Mary Belecz to address their concerns.


c.
The Board reviewed a draft letter to be sent to Governor and Counsel with regards to the floor plan.  This letter will be sent if no progress can be made with Mary Belecz.


d.
The Board reviewed the dates provided by Mary Belecz with regards to the move to the Philbrook Building.  The dates provided were November 11th through the 15th.  The Respiratory Care Practitioners Governing Board meets that week.  Information will be brought to their next Board meeting so that they can change the date of their meeting.

ADJOURN: on motion from Bronwyn Dronsfield with a second by Jennifer Frye, the motion to adjourn at 9:50 a.m. carried in the affirmative.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Tina M. Kelley, Administrator.

Rebecca Taylor, RT, Chair




at meeting dated
05/22/13

Motion to commence non-public session:

On motion from Jennifer Frye with a second by Bronwyn Dronsfield, the Board voted to conduct a non-public session for the purpose of discussing investigations of alleged licensee misconduct and noting that such a non-public session is authorized by RSA 91-A: 3, II (c), RSA 91-A: 3, II (e), RSA 91-A: 5, IV, Lodge v. Knowlton, 119 N.H. 574 (1978), and the Board's executive and deliberative privileges.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.
NON-PUBLIC SESSION:


[Minutes kept separately]

Motion to keep minutes of non-public session confidential:

Upon the motion Jennifer Frye with a second by Bronwyn Dronsfield, the Board voted to withhold the minutes of the preceding non-public session from public disclosure pursuant to RSA 91-A: 3, III on the grounds that public disclosure would be likely to affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a Board member and to render the proposed action ineffective.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.


