OFFICE OF LICENSED ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
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MINUTES of February 14, 2013
The February 14, 2013 meeting of the Respiratory Care Practitioners Governing Board convened at 9:30 A.M. at the Centennial Inn in Concord, New Hampshire with the following members present:


Robert G. Fishwick, RCP, Chair

Jeffrey Reisert, D.O.

Richard Mozier, Jr., RCP


Luann Udell, Public Member

Douglas Hall, RCP

Absent: 
None

The Board voted to approve the minutes of December 13, 2012, on a motion from Luann Udell with a second by Douglas Hall.
PUBLIC MINUTES

QUALIFICATION AND LICENSURE

1.
RESPIRATORY CARE PRACTITIONER APPLICATIONS FOR REINSTATEMENT OF LICENSURE

The following applications for Respiratory Care Practitioner licensure reinstatement were approved on a motion from Jeffrey Reisert with a second by Richard Mozier:


Phillip Vaughan, RCP

Joseph S. Zangrilli, Jr., RCP
2.
RESPIRATORY CARE PRACTITIONER APPLICATIONS FOR INITIAL LICENSURE APPROVED UNDER FAST TRACK PROGRAM

The following applications for Respiratory Care Practitioner licensure were ratified on a motion from Douglas Hall with a second by Luann Udell:


Janet L. Breunelle, RCP

Sarah M. Horn, RCP
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3.
RESPIRATORY CARE PRACTITIONER APPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT OF INITIAL LICENSURE APPROVED UNDER FAST TRACK PROGRAM

The following application for Respiratory Care Practitioner reinstatement of licensure was ratified on a motion from Jeffrey Reisert with a second by Richard Mozier:


Susan M. Deluca, RCP
ADMINISTRATIVE

4.
Laws:


a.
Polysomnographer – HB 326 – “relative to the licensure of polysomnographers by the board of respiratory care practitioners”.  A hearing on HB 326 was held on February 12, 2013.  Robert Fishwick Board Chair and Tina Kelley Board Administrator both testified in support of the Bill.  The Bill was then sent to Executive Session where the Committee voted to send the bill the Subcommittee Work Session on February 28, 2012.  There has been much concern and confusion from the Polysomnographic Community with regards to this bill and the Board will invite all interested parties to their March 14, 2013 meeting in order to facilitate further discussions and give an opportunity for everyone to express their concerns.


Robert Fishwick, Chair drafted a letter to be sent to all sleep labs in the State.  The full Board reviewed the letter and directed changes to a couple of areas.  On a motion from Luann Udell with a second by Douglas Hall the Board voted to send the letter with amendments.
5.
The Board reviewed a letter from the University of North Carolina (“UNC”) at Charlotte regarding their online Bachelor of Science in Respiratory Therapy (“BSRT”) on-line program.  The letter stated that those individuals who would be enrolled in the program would already hold at least an Associate’s degree and an unencumbered respiratory therapy license from the state in which they practice.  The question was does the Respiratory Care Board have any additional requirements of which the University’s Department of Kinesiology should be aware?  The Board voted on a motion from Richard Mozier with a second by Luann Udell to reply to the letter stating that since the applicants would already hold an unencumbered respiratory care license they would already meet the requirements for licensure.  But, if UNC Charlotte were to change the education and licensure requirements for attendance in the BSRT program it may affect their ability to be licensed in New Hampshire.  The Board’s letter will quote the rules on education required for licensure.
6.
Congratulations to Douglas Hall on his reappointment to the Board.  Doug’s term now ends March 4, 2016.

7.

Board of Directors Meeting:


a.
Budget Reductions - The Board reviewed a budget requested by Governor Hassan to show the following:



a.
FY 2014 – 97% of the budgeted amount for FY 2013



b.
FY 2015 – 100% of the budgeted amount for FY 2013
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b.
Fast Track Pilot Program - The Board reviewed the “Fast Track” pilot program that was implemented at the September 13, 2012 meeting.  The Board noted that it is working well and there have been no significant problems with the system.  The Board voted to take the program out of the pilot phase and approve the program for use until the Board of Directors first meeting in 2014.  Under this motion the Board also voted to review the business rules yearly and grant approval authority to the appropriate staff member.


c.
Application for renewal - The Board reviewed the application for renewal and noted on part one of the renewal form under the Yes/No questions it says “Have you during the past 27 months been …..” and that on part two of the renewal form under the Yes/No question is does not put this type of limit.  The Board voted to add to the Yes/No questions on part two “Have you during the past 27 months or not previously reported”.


d.
Secure File Exchange Server - All Board members have been notified about getting set up on the Server.  The Board’s administrator will start posting agenda’s, agenda material, and minutes on the Secure File Exchange Servicer starting Friday, January 11, 2013.  This will also save The Office of Licensed Allied Health Professionals the cost of postage associated with these tasks and by receiving agenda material ahead of time allow Board Members to be more prepared for meetings.


e.
Board Application packets for initial and reinstatement - The Board reviewed the current system for providing rules and laws to applicants for licensure and reinstatement of licensure.  Currently it is costing approximately $5.50 to mail each packet and the Board’s office is sending between 20 and 40 per week.  By having applicants obtain the rules and laws on our web site the cost savings would be significant.  The Board voted to stop sending the rules and laws in the application packets and provide instructions on obtaining them by visiting the Board’s web site unless otherwise requested.  The instructions will also reiterate the applications responsibility to read and understand these laws and rules.


f.
Rules Changes Noted on Web Site - The Board discussed listing any rule changes made on the individual Board’s web page.  It was determined that this would be helpful to licensees and give them the ability to keep on top of changes made to the rules and laws.  The Board’s Administrator will put this on the list of projects and will report back to the Board at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

8.
Two Board member’s have lap top computers that they will bring to the Board meeting and access all material on a thumb drives provided by Board office staff.

ADJOURN: on motion by Luann Udell with a second by Richard Mozier, the motion to adjourn at 11:12 A.M. carried in the affirmative.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Tina M. Kelley, Board Administrator.
Robert Fishwick, RCP, Chair




at meeting dated

02/14/13
Motion to commence non-public session:

On motion from Douglas Hall with a second by Richard Mozier, the Board voted to conduct a non-public session for the purpose of discussing investigations of alleged licensee misconduct and noting that such a non-public session is authorized by RSA 91-A: 3, II (c), RSA 91-A: 3, II (e), RSA 91-A: 5, IV, Lodge v. Knowlton, 119 N.H. 574 (1978), and the Board's executive and deliberative privileges.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.
NON-PUBLIC SESSION:


[Minutes kept separately]

Motion to keep minutes of non-public session confidential:

Upon the motion Luann Udell with a second by Douglas Hall, the Board voted to withhold the minutes of the preceding non-public session from public disclosure pursuant to RSA 91-A: 3, III on the grounds that public disclosure would be likely to affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a Board member and to render the proposed action ineffective.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.

