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MINUTES of January 23, 2013
The January 23, 2013 meeting of the Recreational Therapy Governing Board convened at 9:00 a.m. with the following members present:


Rebecca Taylor, RT, Chair


Bronwyn Dronsfield, RT


John Preve, Public Member

Absent:
Stephany Lavallee, Public Member

Jennifer Frye, RT


The Board voted to approve the minutes of November 5, 2012 on a motion from Bronwyn Dronsfield with a seconded by John Preve.

PUBLIC MINUTES

1.
RECREATIONAL THERAPIST APPLICATIONS FOR LICENSURE APPROVED UNDER THE FAST TRACK PROGRAM


The following applications for Recreational Therapist licensure were ratified on a motion from John Preve with a second by Bronwyn Dronsfield:


Philip J. Brekke, RT


Stephanie L. Day, RT


Jessica L. Needham, RT


Kathleen J. Radziunas, RT

ADMINISTRATIVE

2.
Laws:


HB 234 – relative to occupational and professional boards and commissions procedures concerning military service and occupational experience or training - Informational
3.
The Board reviewed an e-mail from Sharon Nichols, RT.  The e-mail requested that if NH takes part in the federal exchange as part of the Affordable Care Act that the Board would work to make sure that recreational therapy and all the licensed allied health professions are included in this.  The Board discussed this and feels that the NH Association or National Association would be a better advocate.
4.
Enrichment Therapists – A person on the phone reported to the Board’s Administrator that companies/facilities have changed the name of Recreational Therapists to Enrichment Therapists to avoid licensing their employees.  The Board will look into this and discus at future meetings.
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5.
Board of Directors meeting report - Informational

a.
Budget Reductions - The Board reviewed a budget requested by Governor Hassan to show the following:



a.
FY 2014 – 97% of the budgeted amount for FY 2013



b.
FY 2015 – 100% of the budgeted amount for FY 2013


b.
Fast Track Pilot Program - The Board reviewed the “Fast Track” pilot program that was implemented at the September 13, 2012 meeting.  The Board noted that it is working well and there have been no significant problems with the system.  The Board voted to take the program out of the pilot phase and approve the program for use until the Board of Directors first meeting in 2014.  Under this motion the Board also voted to review the business rules yearly and grant approval authority to the appropriate staff member.


c.
Application for renewal - The Board reviewed the application for renewal and noted on part one of the renewal form under the Yes/No questions it says “Have you during the past 27 months been …..” and that on part two of the renewal form under the Yes/No question is does not put this type of limit.  The Board voted to add to the Yes/No questions on part two “Have you during the past 27 months or not previously reported”.


d.
Secure File Exchange Server - All Board members have been notified about getting set up on the Server.  The Board’s administrator will start posting agenda’s, agenda material, and minutes on the Secure File Exchange Servicer starting Friday, January 11, 2013.  This will also save The Office of Licensed Allied Health Professionals the cost of postage associated with these tasks and by receiving agenda material ahead of time allow Board Members to be more prepared for meetings.


e.
Board Application packets for initial and reinstatement - The Board reviewed the current system for providing rules and laws to applicants for licensure and reinstatement of licensure.  Currently it is costing approximately $5.50 to mail each packet and the Board’s office is sending between 20 and 40 per week.  By having applicants obtain the rules and laws on our web site the cost savings would be significant.  The Board voted to stop sending the rules and laws in the application packets and provide instructions on obtaining them by visiting the Board’s web site.  The instructions will also reiterate the applications responsibility to read and understand these laws and rules.


f.
Rules Changes Noted on Web Site - The Board discussed listing any rule changes made on the individual Board’s web page.  It was determined that this would be helpful to licensees and give them the ability to keep on top of changes made to the rules and laws.  The Board’s Administrator will put this on the list of projects and will report back to the Board at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

ADJOURN: on motion from Bronwyn Dronsfield with a second by John Preve, the motion to adjourn at 9:36 a.m. carried in the affirmative.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Tina M. Kelley, Administrator.

Rebecca Taylor, RT, Chair




at meeting dated
01/23/13

Motion to commence non-public session:

On motion from Bronwyn Dronsfield with a second by John Preve, the Board voted to conduct a non-public session for the purpose of discussing investigations of alleged licensee misconduct and noting that such a non-public session is authorized by RSA 91-A: 3, II (c), RSA 91-A: 3, II (e), RSA 91-A: 5, IV, Lodge v. Knowlton, 119 N.H. 574 (1978), and the Board's executive and deliberative privileges.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.
NON-PUBLIC SESSION:


[Minutes kept separately]

Motion to keep minutes of non-public session confidential:

Upon the motion John Preve with a second by Bronwyn Dronsfield, the Board voted to withhold the minutes of the preceding non-public session from public disclosure pursuant to RSA 91-A: 3, III on the grounds that public disclosure would be likely to affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a Board member and to render the proposed action ineffective.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.


