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Intended Audience

This document is intended for the New Hampshire J-ONE Technical Committee responsible for defining J-ONE application functionality and implementation choices.  This document details the J-ONE Disposition Interface Design.

1. Introduction

Disposition is the result of adjudicating a complaint.  There are two types of complaints that originate from a police department, criminal complaints and traffic violations.  Criminal complaints include felonies and misdemeanors.  All criminal complaints are sent to the courts for adjudication.  Traffic violations are directed based upon the following two conditions:

· If the defendant is required to appear in court, then the violation is sent to the courts and the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV).

· If the defendant is not required to appear in court, the violation is sent to the DMV.  If the defendant pleads guilty and mails payment to the DMV, the complaint is disposed of as guilty and sent to J-ONE
.  However, if the defendant decides to contest the violation, the complaint is forwarded to the courts where the case is adjudicated.  If the defendant approaches the courts directly to pay their fine, the courts will direct the defendant to DMV for payment. In the future the courts may have financial management in place and will be able to collect fines. At that time, JONE can be modified to allow the courts to search complaints and direct a selected complaint to the court system for processing. 

2. Disposition Requirements and Issues

Electronic complaints afford the opportunity to populate the court’s case management system and the DMV’s motor vehicle systems with complaint data.  After the complaint is adjudicated, there are potentially 2 documents created:

· Disposition: The disposition document describing the findings of the court.  This document will notify J-ONE that the case has been adjudicated and the defendant has been found ‘guilty’ or ‘not-guilty’.  J-ONE updates the case status with the court’s findings.  

· Mittimus: A Mittimus is created when a case decision has been reached.  If the judge issues the sentence at the same time as the decision, then only a Mittimus will be created.  The Mittimus will contain the court findings and sentencing information.  If the case requires a pre-sentence investigation, a disposition document will be created and sent to J-ONE.  When sentencing is completed, the courts will send the Mittimus to J-ONE.  An appeal may alter the disposition or the sentence. J-ONE will treat the Mittimus as current and effective unless notified by the courts of a change.  

Disposition and sentencing information needs to be communicated to the following subscribers:

· J-ONE Central Repository

· Criminal History

· Department of Corrections

· House of Corrections

· Police department where the complaint originated

3. Proposed Solution

All criminal complaints should be sent to the courts.  All traffic violations requiring court appearance will be sent to the courts.  For violations, where court appearance is not required, the complaints will be sent to DMV and J-ONE.  If the defendant appears at the court to pay the fine, the courts will be able to query J-ONE to review the violation information.  However, they will continue to send the defendant to DMV for payment. The following steps need to be completed:

· All criminal complaints are sent to the courts and J-ONE.  Once disposed, the courts will send the disposition and Mittimus information to J-ONE for distribution to Criminal History, corrections (if applicable) and the originating police department.

· All traffic violations requiring mandatory court appearance will be sent to the courts, DMV and J-ONE. 

· All other traffic violations will be sent to J-ONE and DMV.  If the defendant pleas by mail and pays the fine, the DMV will send an update to J-ONE.  If the defendant decides to contest the violation, DMV will send the complaint to the court.   If the defendant appears at the court to pay a fine, the court will be able to look up the offense record in J-ONE.  However, at present the court will not be able to accept the fine, as the financial management procedures are not in place, and will direct the defendant to the DMV. 

· The court case management system will send dispositions and sentencing information to J-ONE in the XML format described in the Disposition Schema.  The court case management system will send one or two messages/documents – the disposition and the Mittimus.  

· The spoke will review the document for appropriate packaging and perform checksum validation.

· The spoke will then send the message to the J-ONE hub using the established messaging infrastructure
.

· The hub will determine the distribution list by querying the subscription engine.  

· The subscription engine will process the message through the Rules Engine service
.

· The rules engine will determine the ORI of the police department that originated the complaint.  This ORI will be used to send a copy to the originating department.

· Sentencing information will be used to determine what other justice entities are notified. These justice entities include DoC, HoC, CHRI and J-ONE.

· The hub will deliver the message to the subscriber’s spokes.  

· The receiving applications interfacing with the spokes will be responsible for processing the incoming information.

The data elements and attributes included in the Disposition Schema describe both disposition and sentence data (sanctions).  The court’s case management system will be expected to provide this information in the format described by the Disposition Schema
. 

4. Summary

J-ONE provides the vehicle for data exchange between the various justice entities in the New Hampshire justice enterprise.  The proposed solution will allow the courts to exchange disposition and sentencing information with justice entities that subscribe to these documents/events. 
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