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Per the 2015 Homeland Security Grant Review Committee, the following guidance is in place for grant consideration:

· On-line application requires adobe software to fill.
· On-line applications will be submitted ELECTRONICALLY to Homelandgrants@dos.nh.gov.  by NOON on September 3, 2015.  You will receive electronic confirmation from the Grants Management Unit of receipt of the application.
· Attachments will open within your application to be referenced as part of process 
· School safety/security awards will be made to no more than 10% of the award total (appx. $370K)  and must be inclusive of local First Responder agency (law enforcement or Fire agency) as lead applicant.  Only HSGP eligible items are considered.  HSGP is considered a non-construction program, thus any measures related to construction activities need to be reviewed in alignment with grant allowability/eligibility.
1. School applicants must reference and use recommendations from the Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (HSEM)  assessment to create application and prioritize applied items.  See http://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/hsem/.  Contact HSEM for more information.  271-2231.
2. Non-Supplanting of locally budgeted funds will be part of the review process as is the case with all HSGP investments
3. Questions regarding HSGP eligibility for School measures should be directed to the Grants Management Unit (GMU) Administrator or Program Specialist III at 271-7033.


FYI:  Items consistently denied by the grant process in the past include:

· EOD equipment for personnel outside of FBI approved EOD units
· “Offensive” designed interdiction equipment for LE
· SCBAs for Fire Departments
· Single jurisdiction projects 
· Equipment not on the AEL
· Portable and mobile radios for an individual Department or Jurisdiction

Also:

1) Applications should include documented support for the measure or plan requested (After Action Report, Local Emergency Management Plan, Communications Study, Mitigation Plan, THIRA, SPR Validation, Critical Infrastructure Analysis etc).  Additional points are granted for the competitive phase with this documented support included.  If this is not provided, one MUST be provided once a grant is awarded prior to starting on project.
2) Teleconference Outreach Sessions will be announced soon.  See website for details.  http://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/homeland/homelandgrants.html
3) Projects should be scheduled to take no more than 35 months to complete.  Grant reimbursements must occur BEFORE July 30, 2018.  Additional Federal approvals during process (specifically NEPA/EHP approval) can take up to 60 or more days to complete.   Timeline considerations should be factored into the potential time frame for a grant request.
4) Carefully review the application, required attachments sections and the FAQs at: http://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/homeland/homelandgrants.html

Program Objectives 

· The FY 2015 HSGP plays an important role in the implementation of the National Preparedness System (NPS) by supporting the building, sustainment, and delivery of core capabilities essential to achieving the National Preparedness Goal (NPG) of a secure and resilient Nation. Delivering core capabilities requires the combined effort of the whole community, rather than the exclusive effort of any single organization or level of government. To support building, sustaining, and delivering these core capabilities grantees will use the components of the NPS. The components of the NPS are: Identifying and Assessing Risk; Estimating Capability Requirements; Building and Sustaining Capabilities; Planning to Deliver Capabilities; Validating Capabilities; and Reviewing and Updating. For more information on each component, read the National Preparedness System Description available at http://www.fema.gov/national-preparedness/national-preparedness-system.

· For FY 2015, the DHS/FEMA shifted away from identifying program-specific priorities and instead directs grantees to prioritize grant funds to increase a jurisdiction’s capabilities based on the grantees’ capability targets set through the annual Threat and Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment and capability gaps identified through the annual State Preparedness Report as prepared by HSEM

The FY 2015 HSGP supports investments that improve the ability of jurisdictions nationwide to: 
· Prevent a threatened or an actual act of terrorism; 
· Protect our citizens, residents, visitors, and assets against the greatest threats and hazards; 
· Mitigate the loss of life and property by lessening the impact of future catastrophic events; 
· Respond quickly to save lives, protect property and the environment, and meet basic human needs in the aftermath of a catastrophic incident; and/or 
· Recover through a focus on the timely restoration, strengthening, accessibility and revitalization of infrastructure, housing, and a sustainable economy, as well as the health, social, cultural, historic, and environmental fabric of communities affected by a catastrophic incident. 
· Grantees are encouraged to utilize grant funding to maintain and sustain current critical core capabilities through investments in training and exercises, updates to current planning and procedures, and lifecycle replacement of equipment.  New capabilities that are built using Homeland Security Grant funding must be deployable if needed to support regional and national efforts.  All capabilities being built or sustained must have a clear linkage to the core capabilities in the National Preparedness Goal.

























