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PURPOSE:
To provide Department members with a guideline for safe operations when responding to and operating on limited access highways.

SCOPE:
This procedure applies to all personnel.

PROCEDURE:

1. Dispatch

a. The minimum recommended dispatch to any incident on a limited access highway shall be a chief officer and 2 engine companies.   
b. For an MVC, dispatch will advise the 2nd due engine and Rescue company to stage at the entrance to the highway.  These apparatus will respond with traffic unless additional information justifies an upgrade.

2. First Due Apparatus

a. Position at an angle to protect the scene, patients and emergency personnel.

b. Turn front wheels away from area you are protecting.

c. Assure vehicle headlights, pre-emptive strobes and scene lighting do not blind on coming traffic.

d. Provide lighting to the scene.

3. Incident Commander

a. Shall act as Safety Officer unless assigned to another responder.

b. Shall order the 2nd due apparatus to advance whenever the first due engine is operating and has responders off of the apparatus

4. Second Due Apparatus/crew (if ordered to advance to the scene) .

a. Establish a safe working area that included damages vehicles, roadway debris, the first due apparatus and ambulance loading zones.

b. Take the same precautions as first due apparatus.

c. The Second Due Officer will assume the role of Incident Safety Officer (ISO) , unless relieved by a Chief Officer.


5. Scene Safety

a. The ISO will focus their attention to oncoming traffic and assure the safety of personnel operating at the scene.  

b. The ISO shall have a means of alerting all personnel operating at the scene of any hazard that requires responders to evacuate the area.  

c. If available, deploy an advanced warning sign (NFPA 1500 “Emergency Scene Ahead” Sign) before the incident (550’ before the incident for limited access highways) to warn approaching vehicles and allow them time to safely slow down.

d. Bridge any gaps between apparatus with traffic cones, if available.

6. 
Considerations for all personnel.

a. See SOG # for PPE requirements.

Ensure all personnel 
b. wear high-visibility safety apparel.  Personnel directly exposed to flame, fire, heat, and/or hazardous materials may wear retro-reflective turn-out gear. Personnel engaged in other activities must wear a Class II vest or public safety vest complying with ANSI/ISEA 207, 2004 or 2006. (High-visibility turn-out gear and vests have retro-reflective tape that reflects light directly towards the car and its driver rather than in all directions as with diffuse reflection.)

c. Position additional units in the protected area.

d. Angle ambulances so the rear loading doors are away from moving traffic.

e. Exit the vehicle on the protected side (when possible.)

f. Median strip crossovers marked “Authorized Vehicles Only” shall only be utilized for emergency situations as deemed necessary by the Officer (senior firefighter in the absence of an Officer) of the apparatus, but is generally discouraged.

g. Limit on scene exposure when possible.  If companies do not need to be in the roadway to protect life or property, then clear the scene as soon as possible.

h. Enlist the help of law enforcement to control traffic.

i. Enlist the help of NH DOT to control traffic, as needed (generally for longer duration incidents.)  
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Reference (USDOT FHA Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices):
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