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EMS - When to Document 
 
Recent questions have been brought up regarding the reporting of EMS incidents. 
The NH State Fire Marshal’s Office recommends that fire departments document all of their 
EMS runs using NFIRS.  This is a very important incident that needs to be documented. 
Documenting these runs in NHFIRS gives the department and the state a more complete picture 
of what the New Hampshire fire service is responding to.  This information is a valuable tool for 
fire service managers to use when challenged during budgetary constraints.   
 
To record EMS incidents, a Basic Form (NFIRS-1) is required to be completed. This information 
includes times, dates, location, incident type, resources and property use codes. In addition, if 
you so choose, you can complete the EMS module. The EMS Module (NFIRS-6) is an optional 
module. If you choose to complete this module, you will be providing information identifying 
the patient and patient assessment: age, gender, race, human factors contributing to injury, site of 
injury, and injury type.  Activities taken at the scene: procedures used, safety equipment used, if 
cardiac arrest, was it before you arrived, witnessed, bystander CPR, and initial arrest rhythm. 
Care provider: level of provider, highest level of care provider on scene, and patient status and 
disposition.  All of these fields are optional.  This important information identifies what is 
happening at the emergency site. The EMS Module (NFIRS-6) does not require personal 
information to be completed. Fire Departments may use this data to identify problems and 
propose solutions for improving manpower, level of care, response times, etc.   
 
If you have any questions concerning this policy, please feel free to contact our office. 
 
NHFIRS contact information: 
NHFIRS Section: 603-223-4289 
Jennie Cooper, Data Control Clerk III, jennie.cooper@dos.nh.gov 
Deputy Fire Marshal Rob Farley, NHFIRS Program Manager, robert.farley@dos.nh.gov 
 
NHFIRS data and questions should be e-mailed to NHFIRS@dos.nh.gov 
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