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Incident Coding for Lightning 
 
Your department has been toned to a lightning strike witnessed by the occupant of a residence. Upon 
arrival you find no fire, however the hardwired smoke detectors are going off and there is no power.   
 
  Under the Basic Module: Incident Type codes you would choose – 
 
   814 – Lightning strike (no fire) 
   

Under the Basic Module: Detector codes you would choose – 
 
 1 – Detector alerted occupants  

 
Your department is toned to a lightning strike witnessed by the residences neighbors. Upon arrival 
you find a civilian that has been struck by lightning.  
 
  Under the Basic Module: Incident Type codes you would choose – 
 
   814 – Lightning strike (no fire) 

You would not fill out the Civilian Casualty Module unless the person is injured by a fire resulting 
from the lightning strike.  

   
Under the Basic Module: Person/Entity Involved you would complete the field.  

 
  Under the EMS Module: Cause of Illness/Injury – 
 
   26 – Lightning 
 
You are toned out for a fire alarm activation at an educational facility, while school is not in session. 
On arrival you are informed by the maintenance personnel that is may have been a lightning strike. 
Upon further investigation the alarm panel is found in trouble condition. 
 
  Under the Basic Module: Incident Type codes you would choose – 
 
   735 – Alarm system sounded due to malfunction 
 
You are toned out for a fire alarm activation at an educational facility, while school is not in session. 
On arrival you are informed by the maintenance personnel that is may have been a lightning strike. 
Upon further investigation you notice the drain gutter has been blown off the side of the building.  
 
  Under the Basic Module: Incident Type codes you would choose – 
 
   814 – Lightning strike (no fire) 
 
 
NHFIRS data shows there were 779 incidents reported from 2005-2010 for incident code 814 – Lightning strike (no 
fire). 
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