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Incident Coding for Heating Equipment Fires 

 
Now that the cold weather is moving and people are starting to turn on their heating equipment we 
need to get answers for your code questions. 
 
When coding these types of fires, work through the key fields in the Fire Module. Start with your D2 - 
Heat Source. Operating equipment codes commonly used are: 
 
 11 – Spark, ember or flame from operating equipment 
 12 – Radiated, conducted heat from operating equipment 
Then move on to your contributing factors in E2 – Factors Contributing to Ignition. Codes commonly 
used are: 
 12 – Heat source to close to combustibles 
 55 – Failure to clean (used for chimney, furnace, etc) 
 
Have you had a fire caused by an improperly installed woodstove that was too close to paneling?  
 
Under D2 – Heat Source use 
 12 – Radiated, conducted heat from operating equipment 
Then go under your D3 – Item First Ignited codes the material first ignited was 
 15 – Interior wall covering excluding drapes, etc 
Then go under E2 – Factors Contributing to Ignition 
 12 – Heat source to close to combustibles 
Then go under F1 – Equipment Involved in Ignition, which was the woodstove 
 124 – Stove, heating 
 
Have you had a chimney fire that extends out of the chimney? 
 
Under D2 – Heat Source use 

11 – Spark, ember or flame from operating equipment (such as a home in the chimney)  or 
12 – Radiated, conducted heat from operating equipment (such as timbers catching on fire) 

Then go under E2 – Factors Contributing to Ignition use   
 23 – Leak or break   or 
 42 – Construction deficiency  or 

43 – Installation deficiency  
Lastly, F1 – Equipment Involved in Ignition 
 121 – Fireplace, masonry  or  
 122 – Fireplace, factory built 
 
Please avoid using codes ending in 0 as this will help the State to improve data quality. Over 50% of 
2009 calls were marked (or Not marked at all) as None. This is something we can all work on to 
improve the statistics for the year 2010. 
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