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Coding Outdoor Burning Incidents 
 

When coding outdoor burning incidents try to avoid the code numbers that end in “0” 
and choose a more specific code, such as these Basic: Incident Types – 
 

• 141: Forest, woods or wildland fire  
• 142: Brush, or brush and grass mixture fire 
• 143: Grass fire 
• 170: Cultivated vegetation, crop fire, other 
• 171: Cultivated grain or crop fire 
• 172: Cultivated orchard or vineyard fire 
• 173: Cultivated trees or nursery stock fire 
• 561: Unauthorized burning 
• 631: Authorized controlled burning 
• 632: Prescribed fire (i.e. farmer burns field) 

 
If your call comes in and it’s for someone who has a permit to burn but the fire got 
away from them, it is an “uncontrolled” fire which is accidental -  

• 141: Forest, woods or wildland fire  
• 142: Brush, or brush and grass mixture fire 
• 143: Grass fire 

 
If your call comes in as a Good Intent call and turns out to be someone burning brush 
in a controlled manner, authorized/managed by the property owner, you would use – 

• 631: Authorized controlled burning 
• 632: Prescribed fire (i.e. farmer burns field) 

 
If your call comes in as a Good Intent call and it turns out to be a fire that is under 
control and is not endangering the property, yet the individual has NO permit you 
would use –  

• 561: Unauthorized burning 
 
Once any of these controlled fires goes out of control the code then becomes one of the 
“100” series listed at the beginning.  
 
NHFIRS contact information:  
NH State Fire Marshal’s Office, ph 603-223-4289 or fax 603-223-4294  
NHFIRS Section  
Emily J. Smith, Data Control Clerk III  
emily.smith@dos.nh.gov  
Deputy Fire Marshal, Rob Farley, NHFIRS Program Manager  
robert.farley@dos.nh.gov 


