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Residential Sprinklers

Types of Residential Fire Sprinklers
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When entering your department’s incident reporting data, be sure to code a presence or
absence of a residential sprinkler system. Simply check M1: 1) System Present or N) None
Present in the Structure Fire Module. If you have checked “None Present” you will then skip the
remaining sections of the Structure Module. If the “Present” box is checked you will then want to
complete the remainder of Section M.

Over the past decade millions of Americans have outfitted their homes with smoke alarms.
However, a smoke alarm can only warn you of a fire; it cannot detect, contain AND control the fire
in your home. But a residential sprinkler can, giving you and your loved ones the precious time to
escape safely, while protecting your valuables and property. A sprinkler system will also give
extra protection for families with seniors, children and handicapped members. Having residential
fire sprinklers is like having a firefighter on duty in your home 24 hours a day. All family homes
should not only be equipped with both smoke alarms and automatic fire sprinklers but the family
should also be equipped with an emergency escape plan.

Don't be fooled into thinking a sprinkler system is not cost effective. The average cost on a new
home construction is often 1 to 1 % % of the overall construction cost. You could even roll the
cost into a new home mortgage. With most insurance, a valuable discount is offered for having a
residential sprinkler system. Studies show not only is there less fire damage in a sprinkler fitted
home, but also there is much less water damage. Where a sprinkler system discharges an
average of 341 gallons of water for fire, a firefighter hose discharges an average of 2,935 gallons
of water for a fire. If you or you're loved ones do not have a sprinkler system or you know
someone building a new residential structure, be sure to tell them the benefits of a residential
sprinkler system. It could save their lives.
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