National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) Coding Questions and Answers May 2008

United States Fire Administration


1. When responding to a residential grass fire (someone's lawn,) the grass burned.  There was plastic sheeting underneath, small landscape concrete borders, and decorative fencing that sustained damage and will need to be replaced.  Operations personnel coded this as a 143, attributed a dollar value and loss.  Is this okay?

The Incident Type 143 code works fine for your example. Adding a dollar loss value is okay as well, since property was damaged. 

2. If a fire was started on a wooden deck by an extra long extension cord arcing, would the heat source be (13) Electrical arcing (Operating Equipment category)?

 

We agree that the heat source code should be 13 - Electrical arcing.  We also suggest that the department include a factor contributing to ignition of 54 - Equipment Overloaded and/or one of the 30 series codes for Electrical Failure, Malfunction. 

 

3.  How do we decide which action type to use for incident type 321 - EMS call? Excluding auto accident injury?

Incident type 321 is defined as: “EMS Call. Includes incidents where medical assistance is provided to another group/agency that has primary EMS responsibility. (Example—providing assistance to another agency-assisting EMS with moving a heavy patient.) As for the Actions Taken codes, any 20, 30, or 70 series codes would certainly be appropriate. 

4. If a FD is on their own call and they are paged for mutual aid and cannot (do not) respond, what type of report they do?  I surmise if they do not respond, they do not do a report.  Why couldn't they document why they did not respond in the remarks section of the call they are on? 

If the department does not respond to a request for mutual aide, then there is no call for which to complete a report.  

 

5.  We have heard conflicting answers over the years in our area about reporting the Incident Type.  If Willow Springs provides mutual aid to Evergreen Park for a building fire, which of the following should Willow Springs report:

111 - Building Fire

571 - Cover assignment, standby, move up

Willow Springs would report a 111. It is determined through the selection of Mutual/Automatic Aid GIVEN on Willow Springs’ report that they provided aid. On the Evergreen Park report, they would indicate Mutual/Automatic Aid RECEIVED to show that they received assistance from another jurisdiction. The reports are then linked via the incident number. 
6. One of my fire departments had a fire in a junk yard/ open area where there were 6 junk cars that were on fire.  How should this be coded? As an IT =  131 or an IT = 160?  And since they were all junk cars, should they be treated all as one fire (with no exposures) such as if the fire occurred in a dealership or a private residence where all the vehicles are owned by the same person/entity?

We suggest coding this as a 160 or as a 161 depending on whether or not the owner of the junkyard is selling parts from the junked cars or not. If he is, it should be 161. If he isn't, then 151 is also a possibility along with 160.  In addition, this should be treated as one fire, as you say, similar to a parking garage fire or a dealership fire where the vehicles are just contents.
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