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Carbon monoxide (CO), known as the “silent killer”, is a colorless, odorless,
poisonous gas which results from the burning of common fuels. These include LP and
natural gas, oil, wood, or coal. When CO is inhaled, it enters the blood stream and
reduces the body’s ability to carry oxygen to the vital organs.

Below is a table of CO related deaths from the NH State Fire Marshal’s Office.

Carbon
Monoxide Total
Year Related Deaths Fatalities
2005 3 17
2006 2 11
2007 5 15
2008 2 16

The coding of CO incidents can follow two basic tracts. Those incidents in
which no CO was detected and those where the presence of CO was detected. The
following excerpts from the NFIRS reference materials explains the various codes
available for coding a CO incident:

System or detector malfunction. Includes improper performance of fire alarm
system that is not a result of a proper system response to environmental stimuli such
as smoke or high heat conditions. This would be coded as

736  Carbon monoxide detector activation due to malfunction

Unintentional system or detector operation (no fire). Includes tripping an interior
device accidentally.

746  Carbon monoxide detector activation (no carbon monoxide detected). Excludes
carbon monoxide detector malfunction.

740  Unintentional transmission of alarm, other.

Chemical release, reaction or toxic condition

424 Carbon monoxide incident (Excludes incidents where no CO was present)

Under the section for identification of chemicals and hazardous materials
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Chemical UN CAS
Chemical Name 1D No. No. No.
Carbon monoxide 0082000 1016 630-08-0

Reminder: According to RSA 153:18 any incident involving the release of carbon
monoxide other than from a motor vehicle, where death results shall be reported
immediately to the office of the state fire marshal by the fire chief, and the office of the
state fire marshal shall investigate the release of carbon monoxide within 48 hours after
receiving said report.

If you have any questions concerning the proper coding of a Carbon Monoxide incident
please do not hesitate to contact the NHFIRS section of the NH State Fire Marshal’s
Office at 271-3294



